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OFFICIAL GAZETTE NO. 47 (22-1 2-2001 ) 

THE MINISTRY OF AGRlCULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

CIRCULARUO.~ 0212001 /TT-BNN OF OCTOBER 
26, 2001 GUIDING THE lMPLEMENTATlON OF 
THE PRIME MNISTER'S DECISION No.1781 
19991QD-TTg OF AUGUST 30, 1999 PROMUL- 
GATING THE REGULATION ON THE lABELlNG 
OF GOODS FOR DOMESTIC CtRCULATiBH 
AND EXPORT AS WELL AS IMPORT GOODS, 
REGARDING COMMODITY FOREST 
PRODUCTS, COMMODITIES PROCESSED 
FROM FOREST PRODUCTS, CEREAL GRAINS 
AND ASSORTED FARM PRODUCE SEEISS !N 
PACKS 

In furtherance of the Prime Minister's Decision 
No.178119991QD-TTg of August 30,1999 on the labcling 
of goods for domestic circulation and export as well as 
import goods, regarding specific goods items of the 
agriculture and rural development service, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development issued on July ?7. 
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.- For pr-occssed conltnodity fon?!;t procll~cb; tn be used 
as raw materials, thcir lcrigtli x width X thicktiess in metcr, 
centimctcr or rniliimeter shall Ile inscribed; if goods are 
packed in lots or bales, thelr volume or size shall be 
additionally inscribed in cubic ineter or square meter for 
each goods lot or bale; 

- Goods berr~g finished products or product details 
processed from timber or non-timber forest products, 
goods quantum shall be piece ur set dependrng on each 
kind of goods. For finished products, their sizes being 
length X width X height shall be inscribed; for products 
details, their sizes being length X width x thickness shall 
be inscribed. 

- For non-timber forest products (trunks, branches, 
leaves, tubers, roots, blossoms, fruits, seeds, peels, oils, 
resins, etc,) their quanta shall be inscribed under the 
guidance in the Trade Ministry's Circular No.341i999flT- 
BTM of December 15, 1999. 

dl Principal quality standards: 

- For a commodity being sawn timber from the same 
plant species, the name of such species shall be 
inscribed. If it i$ from various plant species, the wood 
groups shall be inscribed; 

- Cornnloditics processed from nan-timber forest 
products, assorted artificial boards, home wood filrniture, 
builders' carpentry, articles made of rattan and bamboo 
of various kinds, etc., the following commodity quality 
standards shall be inscn~td: grade I ,  ! '  111 l\/ or A, B, C,  
D, if such commodities are subject to graclirlg standards. 
Particularly for home wood furniture m d e  L$  iil I her, apart 
from grades (1, ll, Ill, IV or 8, B, C,  D), na~lids of timber 
used for making such furnrture must alsc ' -! inscribed. 

ei Date of manufacture, expiry a r~d  preservation 
duration: 

- For commodity forest products being artificial boards, 
home wood furniture, builders' carpentry, nrt~clcs made 
of bamboo or rattan of various kinds, etc., tlie rr~onth and 
year of manufacture thereof (except for curr?m~diiies 
being non-timber forest products) shall he inscr;bed. 

- For non-timber forest products in rniv, dried, 
preliminarily processed or prncassed form, the da!t, onnnth 
and year of exploitation or production must be c!early 
inscribed. For commodities with use deadlines, such 
deadlines tnust be itlscribed. Fur carnrnudities that .teed 
/~reservaticln, the preservation conditior~s nlur;+ hc! 
inscribed. 

- If iorcst products and corr~modities prucessr-:d From 
forest products are imported, the names of the exporlirig 
countries must be shown, for example: rubber wood iron) 
Cr-lmbodia; 

.. For non-timber forest products, orrly addresses at 
provinces or centrally-run cities where such products are 
exploited shall be inscribed, for example: cinnamon from 
Yen Bai province; 

- For commodity forest products and commodities 
processed from forest products for export or import ~nto 
Vietnam for consumption, the origin thereof must be 
inscribed. In cases where the origin of Vietnamese 
exports is requested by fqreign customers not to be 
inscribed, the inscription thereof shall be exempt irntil 
the end of December 31,2002, 

2. For cereal grains and assorted farm produce 
seeds in packs: 

a/ Commoditv names: 
- Names of cereals andfarm produce shall be clearly 

inscribed in combination with fhair color or,orfgin (if any). 
For example; rice Ck 203, rlceSan Vu 63, hybrid maize 
LVNI 0, lotus peanut. 

- For other cereal grains and farm produce seeds 
being local specialtim, names of such goods may be 
folfowed by names of localities whete'tHey are produced, 
with a hyphen between them. For example: Tarn fhom 
rice - ttai Hau, lotus peanut ?"Nghe An;, 

- For cereal grains being special or peculiar 
commodities, the commodity names shall be inscribed 
first, which are followed by codes of breeds for producing 
such commodity, with a hyphen between them For 
example high-protein maize - HQ2000, high-protein rice 
- P6. 

bl Names and addresses of merchants responsible 
for commodities: 

- For merchants producing cereal grains or farm 
produce and seeds directly selling their products, and 
trading or service merchants, they shall inscribe names 
arid addresses of their organizations and individuals; 

- If cereals are imported comniodities or corrimodities 
sold by sale agerits of fore~gn merchants, names of 
n~crchants responsible for commodities shall be the 
names of importing lnercl~ants or sale agents 



For cereal grains, assorted f m n  produce sc!eds pi l l  
t ~ p  in packs, the cnmmodity qtrarltity being not we~ght i r ~  
kilogram (kg} or gram (g) shall be Inscl~hed. 

d l  Quality standards: 

- For cereal grains and assorted farm produce seeds 
put up in packs, quality standards shall be inscribed 
according to quality grade of I, II or Ill (if any) together 
with the principal quality standards. For example: grade- 
I maize; 

- For other genetically modified cereal gralrls and farm 
produce seeds, the phrase "genetically modified product" 
must be inscribed, for the customers' choice. 

el Date of manufacture, expiry and preservation 
methods: 

- Date of manufacture: The month and year of 
harvesting commodity products must be clearly inscribed 
on packing. For example: Produced in October 2001; 

- Use deadlines: Day, month and year being deadlines 
for use must be clearly inscribed; 

- Preservation methods: Conditions for preservation. 

W Use purposes: 

It must be inscribed on the packing that the packed 
grains are commercial products, not for seeding. 

g/ Commodity origin: 

Origin of export commodities or commodities imported 
for sale on the Vietnemese market must be inscribed. tn 
cases where the origin of Vietnamese export cornmod~ties 
is requested by foreigh customers not to be inscribed, 
the inscription thereof shall be exempt until the end of 
December 31, 2002. 

III .  ORGANIZATION OF IMPLEMENTATION 

Merchants that produce commodity forest products 
and commodities processed from forest products, cereal 
grains and other farm produce seeds in packs attached 
with goods labels, which are allowed to be circulated and 
used in Vietnam, shall have to revise the labcling of therr 
products under the Prrmc Minister's Decisior~ No. 1781 
19SSICaD- T'rg nf AI ~girst 313, 1998 and Oirective No.2(1/ 
20001CT-TTg of December 27,2000, the Tradc Ministry's 
Circular No.34119981TT-BTM of Docernber 15, 1999 and 
this Circular. 

countries nxist notify suppliers of cnt~tcr~ts comp~.ilsory 
to be inrxribed on labels of impot,ted co~nrnodity prod~~dx,  
in order to unify itnplenientatiot~ methods. 

'I'his Citcular' takes effect as fro111 ,lanuary 1, 2002, 

The previous regulations on labelirig applicable to 
forest products, commodities processed from forest 
pr'oducts, cereal grains and farm produce seeds in packs, 
which are contrary to this Circular, are hereby annulled. 

Any difficulties or problems arising in the course of 
implementation should be promptly reported to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for 
appropriate amendments and supplements. 

For the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Vice Minister 
NQUYEN VAN DANG 

Merchants cll{jaged in the  irnpor t of fol,c:;t proc'luct:: 
and cnrnrrrrrditir.!s prncc:sserJ from fclr's:r;t (~rotfuuts, cereal 
y rains and other ,farm prr~dklcc st?eds it1 paclr:; 11 oil forf!i(jrl 




