
DECISION No.O8/2001/QD-TTg OF JANUARY 
11,2001 ISSUING THE REGULATION ON 

MANAGEMENT OF SPECIAL-.USE 
FORESTS, PROTECTION FORESTS AND 
PRODUCTION FORESTS, WHICH ARE 
NATURAL FORESTS 

THE PRIME MINISTER 

Pursuant to the September 30, 1992 L ~ M I  on 
Organization of the Government; 

Pursuant to the August 12, 1991 Law on Forest 
Protection and Development; 

Pursuant to the July 13, 1993 Land Law, the 
December 2, 1998 Laid) Amending and Stlpplenzenting 
a Number of.4rticles of the Land Law; 

Pursuant to  the Atrgust 19, 1993 Law on 
Environnzent Protection; 

Pursuant to Decree No. 17/HDBT of.January 17, 
1992 of the Council o fA4inisfers (how the Govewrment) 
01.1 the inzplementation of the Law1 on Forest Protection 
and Development; 

Pursuant to the Prime Minister 's Decision No. 249' 
1998/QD-TTg of December 21, 1998 on the discharge 
of the responsibility of all levels for the State 
nzanagenzent over forests and forestry land; 

.4t the proposal of the Minister of;lgriculttli*e and 
Rural Development (in Report No. 1047/BNN-PTLN 
of March 24, 1999), 

DECIDES: 

Article 1.- To issue together with this Decision the 
Regulation on management of special-use forests. 
protection forests and production forests, which are 
natural forests. 

Article 2.- This Decision takes effect 15 days after 
its signing. 

All previous provisions contrary to this Regulation 
are now annulled. 

Ad'cle 3.- The ministers, the heads of the ministerial- 
level agencies, the heads of the agencies attached to 
the Government and the presidents of the provinces 
and centrally-run cities shall have to implement this 
Decision. 

For the Prime Minister 
Deputy Prime Ministrr 
NGUYEN CONG TAN 



REGULATION O N  MANAGEMENT OF 
SPECIAL-USE FORESTS, PROTECTION 
FORESTS AND PRODUCTION FORESTS, 
WHICH ARE NATURAL FORESTS 

(Issuerf togetlter witlt tlte Printe Minister '.v Decision 
No. 08/2001/(1D- TTy :r:of.Jurtuury 11,2001) 

Clzupter I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1.- Regulations on forcsts and forestry land 

1 Forests prescr~bed by tlus Rcg~la t~on  are natural 
forcsts on forestry land. wherc eslst forcst flora and 
fauna '1s \\cl1 as natural eleilicnts related to forest (rock 
mounta~ns .  rlvers and streams, lakes. lagoons. 
submcrgcd land areas . ). 

2. Forestnr land includes: 

a1 Land \\;it11 forests: 

b/ Land not yct covered with forests. land without 
forests and natural vegetational cover. which are 
planncd for forestry purposes. 

3. Forests are classified into three categorics 
according to their main use purposes as follows: 

a/ Special-use forests. rvhicl~ are deteniiined for the 
purpose of presenring the nature. standard speci~iicns 
of the national forest ecological system. gene sources 
of forest flora and fauna, conducting scientific research. 
protccting historical and cultural rclics and scenic 
places. and catering for rest. recreation and tourism: 

bl Protection forests, which are detemuned primarily 
for forest construction and developnlent aiming to 
protect and regulate water sources. protect soil. collibat 
eroslon. limit natural calamities. make the c l~~i ia te  
equable. ensure ecological balance and environmental 
security: 

C/ Production forests. which arc determined 
primarily for forest construction and development 
ainling to produce and trade in forest products 
(particularly timber and forest spccialties) ul co~iibimtion 

it11 protecting tlle envirorul~cnt and ecological balance. 

Artick 2.- Principles for orga~~izing tlte management 
of three categories of forest 

1. Special-purpose forests and protection forests 
sliall bc placed under unified management by tlie State 
and cstabllshed into national system of special-use 
forests and protection forests: 

Each special-use or protection forest shall be 
established and organized for ~ilanagenient according 
to its use purposes on each particular geograpllical 
area. and managed by an owner. The forest olvners 
shall be assigned forests for lllanagenient together with 

tlic land usc right. takc responsibility for ~n;~naging. 
protccting. constructing 2nd rationally using forest 
resources according to law pro~isions and not contran 
to this Regnlation: 

2. Organizations. households and indi~.iduals 
(collectively called forest o \~ i~c r s )  s l~ t l l  be assigned or 
leased by tlie State forestn land and production forcsts 
for production and business activitics: 

The areas of forestry land and product~on forcst 
assigned or lcased to forest onncrs shall depend 011 the 
localities' forest fiuids aid forestry land funds ruid tlic forcst 
o~\ners' necds ;uld capabil~tics to nunage ruid use lauid and 
to undertake forest product~on lind ~LISI I~CSS.  

3. All organizations and indi~iduals shall lia1.e to 
protect. construct and develop forcsts according to 
l a ~ v  pro\,isious. All acts of encroaching upon forcsts 
and forestry land sllall be handled according to law. 

Article 3.- Con~petencc to organize the nlanagement 
of forests of three categories 

1. The Pri~ne Minister shall appro1.c the o~.crnll 
planning on forests of all categories: and appro1.c kcy 
national projects; 

2.  The Ministry of Agriculture a n d  Rural 
Development sliall assunie tlie prime rcsponsibilit~ and 
coordinate ~vith tlie concerned ~lunistries. branches and 
the Pcople's Co~nmittees of tlie prolinccs and ccntralI!.- 
nln cities (collectively callcdpro~.incial-level) in making 
the overall planning on nation~vidc systcn~s of special- 
use forests. protection forests and production forests. 
formulating key national projects and subnlilting tllcm 
to the Prime Minister for approval: 

3 .  The pro\,incial-lcl~el Pcople's Co~nmit tce  
presidents shall lia~re to manage, direct functional 
branches in their pro\.inces and tlie district-le17el 
Peoplc's Conimittees to ~iiake dctailed planning on 
forests of three categories in tlieir respective localities, 
fonllulate projects and submit them to their immediate 
superiors for approval: 

At the same time the pro\lincial People's Coni~~littee 
presidents sliall dircct the assignment or lease of forests 
to organizations and direct the district-level People's 
Committees to assign or lease forcsts and forestry land 
to liouseliolds alld individuals for management, 
protection. construction. de~relopment and use 
according to law pro~.isions: 

4. The conipetcnce to dccidc tlie establishment of 
special-use. protection and production forests is 
prescribed as follows: 

a /  For special-use forests: The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development sliall consult with 
tlie People's Cornminces ofthe prolfinces \vllcre special- 
use forests exist. and, together with concerned 
niillistries as well as branches. organize tlie evaluation 
and submit to tllc Pri~lle Minister for decision the 



es tabl is l~~i ient  of national gardens and  the 
establishnlent of other special-use forcsts within the 
system of special-use forests: 

The provincial-lore1 People's Con~~nittee presidents 
slnll decide on the establishment of special-use forests of 
local iniprtance after obtaining the twitten e~~aluation k o ~ n  
tlie Ministn ofApcu1ture 2nd Rurd Development: 

b/ For protection forests: Basing itself on the 
planning on protection forests already approved by 
the Prime Minister. the Ministn of Agriculture and 
Rural Development shall direct localities to formulate 
in~estmcnt projects on protection and de~~elopmcnt of 
protection forcsts and submit them to tlie Ministn of 
.4gricult~lre and P lral Development for e~.aluation. 
Basing tliemselv .S on such e~~aluation opinions. the 
prorincial-level People's Coninlittee presidents shall 
decide on the establishment of protection forests: 

C/ For production forests being natural forests: 
Basing tllemscl~~es on tlie planning on production 
forcsts already approved by the Prime Minister. the 
provincial-level People's Committees sliall decide on 
policies to assign and lease land in accordance with 
the Land Law to organizations. households 2nd 
indi~~iduals for agricultural and forestn production. 

Article 4.- Conlpetcnce to appro\:c in\.est~ncnt 
projects. changes in the use purposes of forests of 
three categories and re-classification of special-use 
forests 

1. Competent bodies defined in Article 3 of tliis 
Regulation shall be also colnpetent to approve 
investment projects. forcst ~nanagen~ent, protection and 
de~.elopment schemes or plans with in\.estnlent capital 
ler~cls prescribed by law: 

2. Conlpetent bodies defined in Article 3 shall be 
also conlpetent to decide on changes in the use 
purposes of forests of three categories provided that 
they obtain written co~lsents fro111 the concerned 
ministries. branches. 

3. For cases t ~ h e r e  tlic use purposes of tlic forcsts 
of the above-said three categories are changed (not for 
forestry purposes). the!. sliall comply with tlie 
pro~,isions of the Land Law and the Law on Forest 
Protection and De\.elopment. 

1. Tl~e reclassification ofspccilll-usc forests (from nature 
conscn~ation zones. cullural. llistorical and emiro~unental 
forests into national gardens or \ice\,ersa): 

a/ For special-use forests under the central 
ma~iagcment. tlie managing nlinistrics sliall sub~llit the 
re-classification to the Government for decision; 

b/ For special-use forests under the provincial 
management. the pro~incial-le~,el People's Conunittees 
shall subtnit the re-classification to the Go\:ernnlcnt for 
decision on the basis of the evaluation of the Ministq 
of Agriculture and Rural Dc~.elopme~it. 

Article 5.- Division and demarcation of forests of 
three categories 

Special-use forests. protection forests and 
production forests Inust be clearly demarcated on the 
inap and on the field with a system of marlts and 
signboards. and statistic dossiers must be made for 
close lnonitoring thereof. 

To facilitate their management. special-use forests. 
protection forests and production forests shall be 
divided into tlie following acreage units: 

- Sub-zones: With an average area of 1,000 hectares 
each. used as a basic unit for forest management: the 
ordinal numbers of sub-zones within each province 
shall be inscribed in Arabian fi~wres from sub-zone l to 
tlie last one (for example: sub-zone 1: sub-zone .2.. . . ): 

- Plots: With an alterage area of 100 hectare!; each. 
used as a statistical unit for forest resourc1:s and 
facilitating the field location; the ordinal numbers of 
plots within a sub-zone shall be inscribed in A.rabian 
figures (for esamnple: plot 1. plot 2, . . .): 

- Lots: being divided units of plot. with th'e salne 
natural conditions and exposed to the salile tecllnical 
impact nleasures; tlie average area of a lot shall be 10 
hectares for natural timber forests and banlboo forests: 
the ordinal llunlbers of lots tvithin one plot shall be 
inscribed in V~etnamese letters (for example: lot a. lot 
b.. . .); 

For special-use forests and protection forcsts. their 
di\~ision shall depend on concrete requiremenl;~, they 
may not be necessarily di~rided in lots; 

The ordinal nunlbers of sub-zones, plots and lots 
sliall be inscribed in tlie norlh-south: west-easl. order: 

The Ministnl of Agriculture and Rural Devel~opment 
sliall provide detailed guidance on the system of 
boundary marks, signboards and the compilaition of 
dossiers for nianagelnent of these categories of forest. 

SPECIALUS E FORESTS 

I.  ORGANIZA TIONANIII MANAGEMENjV OF 
SPECIAL- USE FORESTS 

Article 6.- Types of special-use forcst 

Special-use forcsts sliall be divided into the 
following three vpes: 

1. National gardens. nhicli arc natural lantd areas 
established to permanently protect one or several 
ecological systems, ensure the followinl; basic 
requi renlents: 

a /  Natural land areas consisting of standard 
specimens of various basic ecological systems 
(remaining intact or little affected by man): specific 



characteristics of the habitats of different fauna and 
flora species. forests of h g h  scientific, educational and 
tourist values: 

bl Natural land areas large enough to acconlmodate 
one or several ecological systems, having not 
undergone changes due to man's adverse impacts; the 
area of natural ecological systems to be conserved must 
account for 70% or above: 

cl Relatively convenient traEfic conditions; 

2. Nature conservation zones, whlch are natural land 
areas set up with a view to ensuring natural succession, 
and are divided into two types as follows: 

a/ Nature reserve zones, which are natural land areas 
with natural resource reserves and a high bio-diversity. 
established, managed and protected in order to ensure 
natural succession in service of conservation and 
scientific research, and meeting the following 
conditions: 

- Having typical natural ecological system(s) still 
characterized with basic attributes of the nature, seeing 
little adverse inlpacl caused by man, having diversified 
fauna and flora systems; 

- Having important geo-biological, geological and 
ecological characteristics or other characteristics of 
scientific, educational, scenic and tourist values; 

- Having endemic fauna and flora species still 
existing or being in danger of extinction; 

- Being large enough to ensure the wholeness of 
the ecological system; the area of the natural ecological 
system to be conserved must account for 70% or above; 

-Ensuring avoidance from direct bad impacts exerted 
by man; 

b/ Zones for conservation of fauna andor flora 
species or habitats, which are natural land areas 
managed and protected in order to ensure habitats for 
one or many endemic or rare and precious fauna andlor 
flora species and must meet the following conditions: 

- Playing an important role in conserving the nature, 
maintaining the life and growth of species, being 
reproduction, hunting, operating or resting, sheltering 
grounds of animals; 

- Having rare and precious plant varieties. or being 
living or migration places of rare and precious wild 
animal species: 

- Being capable of conserving the habitats and 
species based on human protection, and, when 
necessary. exerting through man's action impacts on 
the habitats; 

-The area of these zones shall depend on the habitat 
needs of those species to t e  protected. 

3. Cultural, historical and environmental forests 
(scenic place-protecting forests), which are areas 
containing one or several scenic places of typical 

aesthetic value as well as cultural or historical value, 
aiming to senle cultural. tourist activities or esperinlental 
research. including: 

a/ Areas with beautiful landscapes in the mainland. 
coastal areas or islands: 

b/ Areas with classified historical and cultural relics 
or with scenic 14ews like waterfalls, caves. rocks, marine 
views, archaeological sites or separate zones 
characterized with historical traditions of local 
inhabitants: 

C/ Areas resenled for experime~ntal research; 

For special-use forests being islands. there n~ay 
exist both forest and marine ecological systems: 

For national gardens or nature consenration zones 
being submerged land areas: they will include all natural 
resources of the ecological system of submerged land 
and aquatic creatures. 

Article Z- Functional sub-zones of national gardens 
and nature conservation zones 

National gardens and nature consenration zones 
shall be divided into the follotving functional sub-zones: 

- Strictly-protected sub-zones, which are preserved 
in their wholeness and placed undler strict managenxnt 
and protection so as to monitor natural evolution: all 
acts of changing the natural landscape of the forests 
are strictly forbidden: 

- Ecological rehabilitation sub-zones, which are areas 
placed under close management and protection so that 
forests can recover and regenerate in a natural way: 
the introduction of animal species or plant varieties not 
originated from these forests is strictly forbidden. 

- Service-administrative sub-zones. whch are areas 
for construction of working and living facilities of the 
management boards, research and experimentation 
establishments, tourist, recreation and entertainment 
services. 

In national gardens and nahire conservation zones, 
there may be constructed tourist senrice points and 
lines which must be determined in feasibility projects 
approved by competent authorities. 

Article 8.- Buffer zones for national gardens and 
nature conservation zones 

There must be buffer zones to prevent undesirable 
impacts on national gardens and nature conservation 
zones. 

1. Buffer zones are forest areas, land areas or land 
areas with water surface situated adjacent to national 
gardens or nature conservation zones, with the funct~on 
of preventing or restricting encroachment upon special- 
use forests. All activities in buffer zones must be for 
purposes of supporting the conservation, management 
and protection of special-use forests: evacuation of 
people from outside into buffer zones shall be restricted. 



hunting and trapping of animals and cutting and 
destruaon of wild plant varieties in need of protection 
shall be banned. 

2. The area of buffer zones shall not be included in 
the area of special-use forests. Investment projects on 
construction and development ofbuffer zones shall be 
approved together with inrrestnlent projects of special- 
use forests. 

3. Investors of buffer zone projects shall have to 
coordinate with the People's Committee of different 
levels and agencies. units and socio-economic 
organizations based in buffer zones, especially with 
the special-use forest management boards, in 
fom~ulating forestry, agricultural and fishery production 
and sedentarization schemes on the basis of the 
participation of local inhabitants' conlmunities, subnut 
them to competent autllorities for approval and organize 
their implementation so as to stabilize and raise the 
people's living standards. 

Article 9.- Assignment of responsibility to manage 
special-use forests 

1. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development shall be responsible to the Prime Minister 
for assigning the responsibility to manage special-use 
forests regarding the following activities: 

a/ Performing unified management of the entire 
system of special-use forests throughout the country, 
including: elaborating a plan on the system of special- 
use forests and submitting it to the Government for 
approval; submitting to the Government for 
promulgation or pron~ulgating according to its 
competence Iegal documents relating to the managerial 
work (monitoring and direction of surveys and reporting 
on the situation of the evolution of forest resources), 
protecting and developing special-use forests; 
organizing professional and technical guidance, 
inspecting and supervising the managerial work, 
protection and construction of special-use forests; 

b/ Directly managing national gardens, which are 
of special importance or stretch over two or more 
provinces; 

C/ Coordinating with the Ministry of Aquatic 
Resources in organizing professional and technical 
guidance, inspecting and supervising the management 
and protection of natural resources being aquatic 
creatures in national gardens and nature conservation 
zones where exist water ecological systems; 

2. The Ministry of Culture and Information shall 
directly manage and organize the construction of 
cultural, historical and enviromlental forests classified 
as of national level or internationally recognized so as 
to senle the purposes of cultural and historical sight- 
seeing tours. At the same time, the Ministry of Culture 
and Information shall have to coordinate with the 

Ministn of Agriculture and Rural Devclopn~e:nt in 
organizing the construction. management and 
protection of these forests: 

3. The provincial-level People's Committees shall 
directly manage the remaining special-use fore:sts in 
the system of special-use forests: depending on the 
scope and significance of each of such forests. the 
provinces shall issue decisions on assigning them to 
the district level for management, construction and 
exploitation thereof for sightseeing and tourist 
purposes. 

Article 10.- Fornlulation of investment projects for 
special-use forests 

1. For each special-use forest there illust be a 
development planning on which investment projects 
shall be formulated and submitted to competent 
authorities for approval; for large-scale projects, they 
shall be phased into different implementation periods: 
and shall be considered and evaluated for supplenlents 
when necessary; apart from investment projects on 
construction of special-use forests. when a need arises. 
one or several buffer zone projects may be fornlulated 
in conformity with the local social and economic 
conditions; 

2. The State shall invest with the budgetary capital 
and at the same time attract aid capital sources from foreign 
countries and international organizations in constructing 
the system of special-use forests according to the 
approved investment projects. 

Article 11.- The managerial apparatus of special- 
use forests 

1. For each special-use forest with a concentrated 
area of 1,000 hectares or above (or under 1.000 hectares 
in special cases), a management board shall be set up 
and operate according to the mechanism of revenue- 
generating economic public-service units. Such a 
management board shall be the forest owner, assigned 
with forestry land and granted a land use nght certificate, 
take responsibility for managing, protectmg and 
constructing the forest assigned to it: 

2. For each special-use forest with a concentrated 
area of 15,000 hectares or above, a ranger section may 
be set up, which is attached to the special-use forest 
management board and concurrently submits to the 
professional direction of the provincial-level ranger 
service (of the place where the special-use forest 
management board is based); 

3. For special-use forests with an area of unlder 1,000 
hectares each (except special cases), management boards 
shall not be set up. Instead, they shall be as:;igned to 
organizations, households and indviduals (collectively 
called forest owners) for management, protection and 
construction according to law provisions; 



Where special-use forests 1ial:c not get becn 
assigned to any specific onrncrs. tile district-lcvel 
People's Committees sl~all be rcsponsiblc for directing 
the People's Committees of conirnunes rrShere srlcli 
special-use forests exist to organize the nianagement. 
protection and construction of these forests: at tllc 
same time carry out procedures to subnlit to competent 
State bodies for approval the assignnlent of land and 
forests to the abo1.e-aid forcst owners for management 
protection and constntction of special-use forests: 

1. The payroll quota of a special-use forests 
lnanagenient board sliall dcpend on the scope, \ d u e  
and conditions of each forest: tlierc may be a staff 
nleniber on alerage for e\.en. 1.000 hectares (for forcsts 
n~hich arc of important significance regarding 
conservation of spccies or habitats, of cultural and 
historical ~zalues. and \vllich arc isolatcd fro111 largc forest 
arcas. tlierc may be a staff mcnibcr for e v c q  500 
hectares): each nianageme~,t board shall liave at least 
iive members: 

5 For spec~al-use forests prcscrlbed In Clausc 3 of 
tli~s Artlclc. funding sliall be also allocatcd for d~scllarge 
of tlie forest management and protectloll tasks dcfincd 
111 Clause 4 of t h ~ s  Art~cle 

Article 12.- Tasks and powers of tlie special-use 
forest management boards 

1. To be responsible to the State for managing; 
protecting, constructing and using special-use forests 
according to this Regulation and law provisions; to 
organize nlanagement and protection of natural 
resources: to restore and conscnie the intactness of 
various ecological systems: to preserve tlic bio- 
diversity of special-use forests. including: taking 
nleasures to sustainably develop biological resources: 
soil resources, water resources and at the same time 
coordinating with the local adnlinistrations in protecting 
other natural resources; taking measures to prcvcnt 
and fight forest fires, prevent and control insccts 
harllful to forests, pre\!ent acts of damaging special- 
use forests; 

2. To claborate additional investment projccts on 
constructio~~ of special-use forests togctl~cr with annual 
cost estimates for their activities and submit tlieni to 
competelit authorities for approval: to manage the use 
ocin\,estmcnt hnding allocated from the Statc budget 
according to current regulations: 

3. To organize the iniplenientation of activities of 
special-use forcsts' investment projects alrcady 
approved by competent authorities: to o r g a n i ~ e  
~nternational cooperation acti~rities a s  assigned by 
conipetent bodics according to the Statc's current 
regulations in this regard: 

4. To elaborate and organize tlie i~nplenie~itation of. 
regulations on operation of special-use forests under 
the guidance of the managing bodies: 

5 To reguldrly report to thc supcrlor autl~orltlcs on 
tllc sltnrtlon of [lie cvol:~tion of forcrit natural resources 
,111d opcr:ltlons of spec~al-use forcsts. 

6 To carF out sclentlfic rescar:h. cultural. socl4 
and eco-tourlsm scn81ce actnrltlcs dccordlng to law 
pro\ 1SlOllS 

II. PROTECTION, CONS'TRUCTI'ONAhrD USE OF 
SPECIAL- USE FORESTS 

Article 13.- Management.  protection and 
dc~~elopnicnt of natural rcsources in spccial-use forests 

I . All natural rcsourccs in special-usc forests niust 
be funher sun~cycd ~ncticulousl! and recorded in 
nionitoring dossiers: 

To regularly nlonitor tlic e\,olution of forcst natural 
rcsourccs. particularly rarc and precious species. adjust 
statistical data and maps accordinj:ly: to conduct rc- 
assessmcnt of r ~ l t ~ r i l l  rcsourccs once ctrcry f i ~ e  years: 

The Ministn of Agriculh~rc and ]Rural Dcvclopment 
shall 1ia1.c 10 deploy i~nplel elltation tlicrcof according 
to tlie pro\,isions in Clausc 1. .iirticlc !) of this Re:gdation. 

2. 111 strictly-protcctcd sub-zones tlic following 
acti~itics are strictly prohibited: 

;I/ Acti~ities that may cliangc natural landscapes: 

b/ Acti~~ities that may affcct tlie natural life of wild 
animal andlor plant specics: 

c/ Brccding. rearing aniiilal spccics or growing phnt 
varieties taken from else~\;l~erc. wluch 11;n.e not yet ever 
existed in special-use forcsts (for special cascs. tlie 
Ministn of Agriculture and Rural Development 111ust 
be consulted ~vitli): 

d/ Exploiting biological resources: 

el Esploiting other natural rcsources: 

f7 Grazing cattle; 

g1 Causing cn\,ironmental pollution: 

h/ Bringing noxious chemicals. explosives or 
inflamlnables into forcsts, ligliling fires in and at the 
edge of forcsts. 

3. 111 ecological rcll;~bilitation sub-zoncs tllc 
follo\~:ing activities arc strictl!. prohibited: 

:I/ Exploiting biological rcsources: 

b/ Esploiting othcr natural rcsolurccs; 

cl  Causing en\~ironn~cntal pollulion. 

4. The re1i;ibilitatiou of ecological q8stcms in spccial- 
use forcsts 111ust absolute\\- respect the natural 
succession. and sliall be carried out as ~OI~OIVS: 

a/Thc niajor mcasure to bc taken to rchubilitate t l~e  
ccological systcni of spcci;il-usc fisrest is to zonc off 
for tendering and natural regeneration. 

- To linlit forest rc-planting. if forest is to bc re- 
planted. correct tcclinicnl lncasures must bc applied. 



with to be-planted trees being aboriginal, according to 
projects approved by competent authorities: 
particularly for strictly-protected sub-zones, the 
pro~.isions in Item c: Clause 2 of this Article shall be 
conlplied with; 

-The protection and restoration ofwild animals in 
special-use forests: 

All wild animal species must be strictly protected. 
their hunting, trapping or chase shall be prohibited; 

To protect the living environment and feed sources 
ofwild anin~als. feed and drinking water sources may 
when necessary, be additionally created for them; 

To release only healthy and disease-free wild animal 
species into special-use forests with a suitable 
ecological area: the quantity of each species must be 
suited to their habitats and feed sources: 

b/ The protection, restoration and development of 
aquatic biological resources and bio-diversity of the 
submerged ecological systems within special-use 
forests located in islands, coastal or submerged areas 
shall conlply with the already approved contents in 
investment projects and the law provisions on aquatic 
resources. 

Article 14.- Full exploitation, full use of timber in 
special-use forests 

Full exploitation and full use of timber shall be only 
carried out in special-use forests that are cultural, 
historical and environnlental forests according to the 
following provisions: 

To be fully exploited, fully used shall only be dead 
standing or fallen trees due to forest fires or other natural 
calamities; 

The procedures for dossier conlpilation, 
management of the fill exploitation and full use of timber 
shall con~ply with the regulations guided by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Developn~ent. 

Article 15.- Scientific research activities in special- 
use forests 

1. Basing themselves on the regulations on 
scientific research in special-use forests, issued by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. the 
special-use forest management boards shall have to 
make annual scientific research plans and submit them 
to competent authorities for approval. organize their 
implementation and report the results to the superior 
managing body. 

2. Scientific research. teaching or practice visits 
made by domestic organizations or individual 
Vietnamese scientists. pupils. students must comply 
with the folloning provisions: 

a/ They must be permitted by the special-use forest 
management board and comply with its guidance and 

supervision: 

b/ When scientific rescarch activities are carried 
out in special-use forests. a location rental and c1:~arges 
for necessaql services must be paid to the special-use 
forest management board: 

c/ A report on the research results already tested 
and publicized must be sent to the special-use forest 
management board. 

3. The scientific research conducted by foreign 
organizations or individual foreign scientists 
themselves or in coordination with Vietnamese 
organizations or scientists must comply wi1.11 the 
follo~ving provisions: 

a/ They must be permitted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development and comply with 
the guidance and supenrision of the special-use forest 
management board; 

b/ When scientific research activities are carried 
out in special-use forests, the provisions in Item b: 
Clause 2 of this Article shall be conlplied with: 

C/ A report on the research results already tested 
and publicized must be sent to the permitting body and 
the special-use forests management board. 

4. The collection of specimens in special-use lbrests 
for any purposes must be permitted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development and expenses 
therefor must be paid to the special-use forest 
management boards; 

The collection and taking of specimens abroad shall 
be subject to a separate regulation. 

Article 16.- Organization of tourist activi1:ies in 
special-use forests 

1. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development shall assume the prime responsibility and 
coordinate with the concerned ministries and branches 
in promulgating regulations on the organization of 
tourist activities (ecological, cultural, historical. 
convalescent.. .) on the principle that development of 
tourist activities shall be strongly encouraged nithout 
adversely affecting the objective of nature and 
environment conservation. 

2. The organization of tourist activities within 
special-use forests must be formulated into separate 
projects and shall be pernutted by the special-use forest- 
managing level on the principle that it rnust not 
adversely affect the special-use forests' conservation 
objective. 

3. The special-use forest management boarcls may 
organize by themselves, lease out or contract the 
provision of ecological tourism services to 
organizations, households and individuals. 

It is forbidden to lease out, contract or comribute 
as joint venture capital land and forests belonging to 



strictly-protected sub-zones of national gardcns. which 
Inay cause change in the forests' natural succession. 

All revenues and expenditures related to tourist 
services shall con~ply with the current financial 
nianagenlent regulations: earnings from tourist senrices 
shall be mostly left for investment in thc work of 
managing, protecting and developing special-use 
forests. 

4. Sight-seeing tours in special-use forests shall be 
organized by the special-use forest management board 
itself or in coordination or cooperation with the culhlral 
and tourist services. 

Article 17.- Socio-economic stabilization and 
development for idribitants living in special-use forests 
and buffer zones 

1. Planning options and investment projects on 
building and organizing the life for the population in 
special-use forests and buffer zones must be approved 
by the competent authorities together with decisions 
on the establishment of such forests. 

2. The population currently living in special-use 
forests shall be stabilized. It is forbidden to relocate 
people from elsewhere into special-use forests and 
buffer zones. 

In special cases where it is necessary to evacuate 
people from strictly-protected sub-zones of special-use 
forests, the special-use forest management board shall 
have to make a plan thereon and submit it to the 
conlpetent authorities for approval according to current 
regulations. 

3. Fixed areas of dwelling land, rice fields. gardens 
and milpa of inhabitants living in specd-use forests shall 
not be included into the area of special-use forests but 
must be reflected on the map and have boundary nlarkers 
posted openly on the field. 

4. Inhabitants living in special-use forests and buffer 
zones must strictly observe the Law on Forest 
Protection and Development, abide by the provisions 
in this Regulation as well as regulations issued by the 
special-use forest management board. 

Chapter III 

PROTECTION FORESTS 

I.  ORGANIZATIONAND W N A  GEMENT OF 
PROTECTION FORESTS 

Article I#.- Types of protection forest 

1. Headwater protection forests, aiming to regulate 

\vater sourccs for currcnts and reservoirs so as to limit 
flooding. rcducc crosion. protcct soil and limit the 
heightening oulakc and ri(.cr bcds: 

2. Prolcction forests to shield against lianilful winds. 
blown sand. protcct agriculture. protect residential 
quilners. urban cenlcrs. production areas and o111cr 
construction ~vorks: 

3. Coastal protcction forests to sll.ield against n.a\.es. 
preT7ent landslides and protcct coastal construction 
works. 

1. Protection forests to protect thc ecological 
ewironment and landscapes in order to make the 
climate equable. prc\.ent pollution in populous areas. 
urban centers and industrial zones. in combi~~ation with 
pro~riding tourist and relaxation senices. 

Article 19.- Classification of protection forests by 
their degrecs of importance 

1. Very important areas: covering headwater areas. 
whch are luglfly steep. close to rivers. lakes. prone to 
strong erosion. have the highest cien~and for water 
regulation: places of vigorous sand movement; coastal 
places prone to kindslides and sea tvaves regi~larly 
threatening production and the peop1e"s life! in direst need 
of protection. specialized protection foirests therefore must 
be planned and invested for construction, ensuring a forest 
coverage of above 70%. 

2. Important areas: including areas with a fair degree 
of slantingness, erosion and demand for headwater 
regulation: places where the threat of sand movement 
and sea waves is lesser and conditions permit combined 
development of forestry production, with lugh demand 
for land protection and use, where protection forests 
must be constructed in combination with production, 
ensuring a forest coverage of at least 50%. 

The Mnistry of Agriculture and ELural Developnient 
shall spec@ the criteria for very impol-tant and inlportant 
forest areas in order to guide the implenlentation thereof. 

Article 20.- Organization of the protection forest 
nlanagement apparatus 

1. Depending on the scope, nature and importance 
of each protection forest, a management board may be 
set up: in special cases where a forest has a concentrated 
area of 5,000 hectares or more. a management board 
may be set up and operate according to the mechanism 
of revenue-generating economic public-service units. 
The management board of a protecl.ion forest shall be 
the forest owner. assigned forestry land and granted a 
land use-right certificate and take responsibility for 
managing, protecting and construc1:ing such forest. 

2. For protection forests with a concentrated area 
of 20,000 hectares or inore, ranger sections may be set 
up, which are attached to the ]protection forest 
management boards and also submit to the professional 



guidance of the provincial Ranger Seniices. 

3. For protection forests with an area (whether or 
not concentrated) of under 5,000 hectares. management 
boards shall not be set up. Instead. they shall be 
ass~gned to other organizations. households and 
indi\riduals for management. protection and 
construction. The funding for the performance of tlus 
task shall be allocated from the provincial budgets. 

Where such forests have not yet been assigned 10 
specific forest owners, the People's Committees of t l~z 
conuuunes where such forests exist shall be responsible 
for managing, protecting and constructing suck forests 
and. at the same time, working out plans on step-b! - 
step assignment of land and forests to the abo\.e-said 
forest owners and submit them to competent State 
bodies. 

4. The payroll quota of a protection forest 
management board shall be determined depending on 
the area of the protection forest assigned by the State: 
for every 1.000 hectares of forest there shall be one staff 
member on average and each management board shall 
be staffed with at least 7 persons. 

Article 21.- Tasks and powers of the protection 
forest management boards 

1. To be responsible to the State for managing. 
protecting, constructing and using protection forests 
according to law provisions. 

2. Basing themselves on investment projects for 
protection forest construction and developnlent already 
approved by conlpetent authorities, the protection 
forest management boards shall work out annual plans 
of activity and send them to competent authorities for 
approval before organizing their implementation. 

3. To receive investment capital from the State, 
coordinate with the People's Committees of different 
levels and concerned agencies in the localities in 
organizing the implementation of the plans on 
contractual assignment of such capital to organizations, 
households and individuals for protection and 
construction of protection forests; manage and use 
investment capital according to the current regulations; 

4. To conduct production and business activities 
on production forest land lying interspersed with the 
protection forests according to the regulations on 
managing production forests in combination with doing 
business in activities of agricultural production, planting 
industrial trees, fruit trees, eco-tourism? fully exploiting 
forestry products, esploiting and using forests under 
Article 25 of this Regulation 

5. To appoint sub-zone heads to manage forests by 
sub-zone. organize full-time forest guard forces as 
prescribed in Article 20 of this Regulation; 

6 .  To propagate and educate people in their 
respective localities to take part in protecting and 

constructing protection forests: 

7. To periodically report to the superior authorities 
on the situation of the evolution of forest resources 
and activities of managing, protecting, building and 
developing protection forests according to the 
regulations of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Developn~ent. 

II. CONSTRUCTIONAND USE OF PRO TEC:l'.ION 
FORESTS 

Article 22.- Formative criteria for each type of 
protection forest 

In each protection forest, the land area covered with 
forests n~ust be protected while the area not yet covered 
with forests must be zoned for regeneration or 
afforestation with a view to ensuring the following 
formative criteria for each type of forest: 

1. Headwater protection forests must form a 
concentrated area with a structure of mixed varieties of 
different ages and multiple layers. for deeply and 
strongly-rooted plant varieties. the degree of their 
canopy must be above 0.6; 

2. Protection forests shelding against harmful wind 
and blown sand must comprise at least one main forest 
belt with a minimum width of 20 meters, combined with 
subsidiary forest belts forming a closed area; protection 
forests for agricultural production and economic works 
are planted in bands and lines, each forest belt or band 
consists of multiple lines of trees crown-contacted both 
horizontally and vertically: 

3. Coastal protection forests shielding against sea 
waves must comprise at least one forest belt m l t h  a minimum 
width of 30 meters, consisting of nlultiple lines of crown- 
contact trees; different forest belts must have alt~:rnate 
entrances in the direction of big waves. 

4. Protection forests to protect the ecolclgical 
environment and landscapes are systems of forest belts 
and bands and systems of green trees intermingled with 
population areas, industrial zones or tourist resorts, 
ensuring prevention of air pollution, creating a clean 
environment in  combination with recreation, 
entertainment and sight-seeing activities. 

Article 23.- Investing in the management, 
protection. construction and development of protection 
forests 

The State shall allocate investment funding fix the 
management, protection, construction and 
development of very important and important 
protection forests according to projects, schemes and 
plans approved by competent authorities and for 
payment of expenses for the operation of the protection 
forest management board's apparatus. 

The State shall  encourage organizations, 



l~ousel~olds and individuals to invest in constn~cting 
protection forests. 

Article 2.1.- Benefits of houseliolds contracted mith 
and participating in the invest~nent in constructing 
protection I'orests 

1. Where the State invests capital and assigns it 
under package contracts to organizations. l~ousel~olds 
and individuals (called collectively as contracting 
houseliolds) for protecting forests. zoning for forest 
restoration or afforestation. the contracting ho~~seholds 
shall be obliged to correctly carry out the plans and 
contents required in the package assignment contracts 
and be entitled to the following benefits (excluding 
kinds of Group I forestn products specified in Decree 
No. lS/HDBT of January 17: 1992 of the Council of 
Ministers (now the Governnlent): 

a/ To be entitled to receive remuneration for 
protecting, zoning off and regenerating forcsts, or 
afforestation, depending on the results of the 
performance of the package assignment contracts 
signed with the forest management board: 

b/ To be entitled to exploit dry wood and subsidiary 
forestry products under the forest canopy; 

C/ Households contracted to zone off and regenerate 
forests in combination with planting additional forests 
shall be entitled to enjoy all thinly-pruned products: 
products not infringing upon to the forest canopy 
(flowers, fruits, resins, bamboo shoots.. .). and 
subsidiary forestry and agricultural products under the 
forest canopy; 

d/ Depending on each particular project. at the expig7 
of the contractual term if the contracting households so 
wish and have perfom~ed correctly the contents of their 
contracts during the contractual tenn. they nlay receive 
other contracts for the next period. 

2. Where households invest their own capital in 
zoning and regenerating forests, planting new forests 
on land not yet covered with forests. they shall be 
entitled to enjoy 100% of the agricultural and forestn~ 
products when their forests meet the criteria for 
exploitation; 

The full exploitation of timber and forestry products 
shall con~ply with Article 25 of this Regulation, the 
regulations and guidance of the Ministn of Agriculture 
and Rural Development. 

Article 25.- Full exploitation of timber. bamboo and 
forestry products in protection forests 

1. For protection forests being natural forests: 

- The exploitation aims to get rid of old and stunted 
trees, diseased trees, thereby raising the forests' 
regenerability and quality; 

- It is permitted to fully exploit dry dead trees, 

diseased trees. topless trees. old ; ~ n d  stunted trees. 
trees in or8er-density arcas. at a rate not exceeding 201%/;,. 
except for kinds of timber of Group IA specified in 
Decree No. 18/HDBT of January 17. 1992 of the Council 
of Ministers (now the Government:); it is permitted to 
fully exploit fallen trees. timber lefl on the ground for 
years. so as to create conditions for natural 
regeneration: 

- It is permitted to filly exploil: forestn products 
other than timl;;,. bamboo if such exploitation does not 
affect the forests' protection capacity. except Group I 
forestn products (specified in Decree No. lS/HDBT of 
Januan 17. 1992 of the Council of Ministers (now the 
Government): 

- For bamboo forests that 11aI.e Inet the protection 
requirements (with a coverage of above SO'%/;,). i t  is 
periilitted to esploit them at a ~ n a s i ~ n ~ u n ~  rate of 30% and 
to exploit banlboo shoots. 

In parallel with the fi l l  esploita-tion and full use of 
timber. bamboo. forestry products. the forest owners 
must manage, protect and develop forests through such 
measures as afforestation, zoning for regeneration. and 
enriching forests. 

2. For protection forests being planted forests: 

a/ For protection forests planted with the State's 
investment. it is permitted to esp1o:it subsidiary trees. 
thinly-pruned trees when planted forests reach a density 
higher than the prescribed one: at the exploitation rate 
not exceeding 20% and ensure that, after being thinly 
pruned. forests should have a canopy dcgree of above 
0.6. 

When principal planted trees n1e.et the exploitation 
criteria. it is permitted to exploit them selectively at a 
rate not exceeding 20% or fell them all in bands or small 
patches under 1 hectare in important areas or under 0.5 
hectare in very important areas; the amual  area in wluch 
all trees are felled nzust not exceed one tenth of the area 
with planted forests. 

b/ For forests planted with the investment by the 
management boards o r  heads of contracting 
households: when they have reacl11:d the exploitable 
age, it is permitted to exploit each year at most one 
tenth of the area with forests plante~d by forest owners 
by the mode of felling in bands or sruall patches under 
2 hectares in important areas or under 1 hectare in very 
important areas covered with headwater protection 
forests, and under 1 hectare for other Qpes of protection 
foxest. 

C/ After exploitation, forest owners must proceed 
with regenerating or re- planting forests immediately in 
the nest  afforestation season and continue the 
management and protection thereof. 

3. For protection forests which are restored through 
zoning for natural regeneration on land without forests, 
Clause 1 of this Article shall apply. 



4. The exploitation procedures. the exploitation and 
the exploitation supervision and monitoring must 
comply with this Regulation. regulations. technical 
processes and procedures of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. 

Article 26.- Management and use of other types 
of forest and land lying intermingled with protection 
forests 

For production forest areas lying intermingled with 
protection forests. the forest management boards may 
organize production according to the provisions in 
Chapter IVof this Regulation. 

Inhabitants' fised residential land. rice fields. 
gardens and milpa lying intermingled rvith protection 
forests shall not be included in such protection forests 
and shall be managed by the local administrations 
themselves. The People's Committees of competent 
levels shall assign and grant land use-right certificates 
to households, individuals according to law provisions. 

Chapter ZV 

PRODUCTION FORESTS BEING NATURAL 
FORESTS 

I. ORGANIZATZONAND MANAGEMENT OF 
PROD UCTZON FORESTS BEING NATURAL 

FORESTS 

Article 27.- Classification of production 'forests 
being natural forests 

Natural forests are forests of natural origin, including 
existing natural forests and forests restored through 
zoning for natural regeneration on land no longer 
colrered with forests. Natural forests shall be classified 
by their products as follows: 

a/ Timber forests: 

b/ Ban~boo forests; 

C/ Specialty forests (cinnamon, anlonlum, 
pham~aceutical materials of all lunds.. . ). 

Article 28.- Organization and management of 
production forests being natural forests 

1. Production forests being natural forests under 
unified State management shall be organized into the 
follo\ving production and business units: 

- State-run forestry farms tasked to manage, protect 
forests and conduct forest production and business 
activities within the assigned areas of forests and 
forestry land; 

- Sub-farms or production teams, which are units 
attached to forestry farms and tasked to manage and 

implement production plans of their forestry farms. 
forestry sub-farms. 

2. Production forests being natural forests assigned 
or leasedby the State to other organizations (othcr than 
forestq farnls): l~ouseholds. individuals, cooperatives, 
companies, enterprises.. . (called other forest owners) 
for conducting production and business activities. 
Depending on the forest scope and their managerial 
experiences, the forest owners may organize dierent  
production and business forms like forest gardens, forest 
stations, plantations.. . 

3. Inhabitants' fixed agricultural land, residential 
land. rice fields, gardens and milpa lying internlingled 
with production forests shall not be inclucled in 
production forests: the local adnlinistrations shall 
assign the right to use these types of land accorcling to 
larv provisions to housel~olds and individuals lawfully 
residing in their localities. 

Article 29.- Responsibilities of State-run forestql 
farms for managing the business in production forests 
being natural forests 

1. Directors of forestry farms shall be responsible 
to the State for the assigned forest funds arid the 
effectiveness of the forest business management, shall 
have to organize the managenlent, protection, ten~dering 
and rational use of these forest funds with a view to 
maintaining and developing them according to the 
approved overall planning, plans and schemes on. forest 
production and business. 

a/ To abide by the policies, regimes, laws, technical 
processes and procedures related to land use and 
management, forest use and forest production and 
business activities; 

b/ Annually to report to State management bodies 
on the situation of the evolution of forest resources in 
their assigned areas. 

2. Every five years, to re-assess the forest resources 
and forestly land so as to evaluate the effectiveriess of 
the forest business management, which shall se:nre as 
basis for the formulation of production plans in the 
next period. 

The Mnistry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
shall guide in detail the annual and five-year reporting 
on forest resources. 

Article 30.- Benefits of State-run forestry falrms in 
managing the business in production forests being 
natural forests 

1. To be entitled to exploit, process and sell timber 
and forestry products according to the provisions in 
Article 35 of this Regulation. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
shall assume the prime responsibility and coordinate 
with the Ministry of Finance in guiding in detail the use 



of proceeds from the sale of timber and forestn 
products exploited from production forests being 
natural forests on the following principles: 

- Payment of expenses for production (including 
various phases from forest preparation. exploitation 
designing, evaluation of esploitation designs to 
exploitation, export, transport. presen~ation and sale of 
products); 

- Payment of tases to the State as prescribed: 

-Investment in forest regeration with the application 
of biological forestry measures like zoning for 
regeneration. contracting out the forest protection. 
enriching forests, periodically re-assessing forest 
resources.. . : 

- Deductions for setting up other funds of forestry 
farms according to law provisions. 

2.  To be entitled to organize the collection, 
processing and sale of agricultural and forestry 
products. 

3. To be entitled to use at most 20% of the assigned 
land area not yet covered with forests for agricultural 
production and fishery: 

4. To be entitled to enter into joint venture with 
organizations and individuals inside and outside the 
country for cultivation and processing of agricultural 
and forestry products; 

5. To contract organizations, individuals and 
households to participate in the protection. zoning f ~ r  
tendering and planting of forests according to the 
Government's Decree No. OlICP of January 4,1995 on 
the contractual assignment of land for use for 
agricultural production, forestry and aquaculture at 
State enterprises; 

6. To be entitled to compensation for damage to 
works constructed with forest owners' investment 
capital on the assigned land which is recovered by the 
State. 

For seized timber and forestry products illicitly 
exploited from the forestry farms' forests by individuals 
and organizations, after written records and handling 
dossiers are fully made, they must be returned to the 
forest owners. When selling these timber and forestry 
products, the forest owners shall deduct a portion of 
the proceeds therefrom into the ranger office's fund for 
combat against forest destruction and forestry product 
smuggling according to current regulations. 

Article 31.- Benefits of other forest owners in 
managing the business in production forests being 
natural forests 

1. To be provided support by the State for 
production and business development such as loans 
at preferential interest rates, technical services, forestry 
promotion, product processing and sale senlices. 

2. To be entitled to financial support for building of 
infrastructures in service of production like 
transportation roads, forest fire prevention and fight. 
forest disease prevention and elimimation. construction 
of nursen gardens. and reassessment of forest resources 
once el.ery five years. 

3. To be entitled to exploit ti.mber and forestry 
products according to the provisic~ns in Article 35 of 
this Regulation, enjoy 1000/;, of inconles after repaying 
all principal capital and interests thereon (if any) and 
pay all tases as prescribed by law: and to invest in 
forest regeneration according to current regulations. 

1. To be entitled to use at most 210% of the assigned 
or leased land area not yet cover'ed with forests for 
agricultural production and fishery 

5. To be entitled to compensa1:ion for damage to 
works built with forest owners' investment capital on 
the assigned or leased forestry land areas that are 
recovered by the State. 

Article 32.- Responsibility of other forest owners 
for managing the business in production forests being 
natural forests 

1. To strictly abide by the State's policies and laws. 
relevant regulations, technical processes and 
procedures related to the land use management, forest 
use management and forest business. 

2. To ensure the use of forestry land for right 
purposes and the stable and permanent use of forests. 

3. To pay taxes as prescribed by law. 
4. To annually report to the State management bodies 

on the situation of the evolution of forest resources in 
7- ears to re-assess their assigned areas; once every fi.c U y 

forest resources with a view to evaluating the 
effectiveness of the forest business management, 
which shall serve as basis for formulating production 
schemes and pians in the next period. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and :Rural Development 
shall guide in detail the annual and five-year reporting 
on forest resources. 

ZI. DDOING BUSINESS INAND USE OF 
PRODUCTION FORESTS BEING 

NA T URAL FORESTS 

Article 33.- Conditions for putting forests into 
production and business 

1. Forest owners must have land use-right 
certificates granted by competent State bodies; where 
they have not yet obtained such certificates, they must 
have decisions issued by competent State bodies to 
assign or lease forestry land for forlcst production and 
business. 

2. Forest owners being forestry farms or other 
organizations must have dossiers approved by 



competent authorities. including: 

- Investment projects; 

- Forest production and business. protection and 
management schemes: 

- When exploiting production forests being natural 
forests. there must be forest restoration schemes. 

3. Forest owners being households or individuals 
shall be required to have only forest production and 
business, management and protection schemes or plans 
approved by competent authorities. 

Article 3-1.- Regulations on zoning for tendering of 
production forests being natural forests 

The zoning for tendering of production forests being 
natural forests must conlply with the pkans, investment 
projects or production and business schemes or plans 
already approved by competent authorities. 

1. For projects on zoning forests for tendering, whch 
are funded with budgetary capital, non-refundable aid 
capital, domestic and foreign concessional loans, the 
forest owners or project owners must make cost 
estimates therefor and submit them to the following 
competent authorities for approval: 

- The provincialln~unicipal Agriculture and Rural 
Development Services, if they are units attached to the 
provinces; 

- The managing ministries or branches, if they are 
units attached to the ministries or branches; 

- The corporations or conlpanies, if they are units 
attached to the corporations or companies. 

2. If the forest owners make investment with their 
owncapital, they may make their own decisions on the 
zoning for tendering of forests 

~ r t i d e  35.- Exploitable objects, procedures for 
exploitation of timber and forestry products from 
production forests being natural forests 

1. Exploitable objects shall include: 

a/ Timber from production forests being natural 
forests of forestry farms and other organizations of the 
State: except those types of Group 1A (specified in 
Decree No. 18IHDBT of January 17,1992 of the Council 
of Ministers (now the Government); 

b/ Timber from production forests being natural 
forests under the management of households, 
individuals, including also natural forests marked off 
for tendering and restoration on land no longer covered 
with forests, except those types of Group 1A (specified 
in Decree No. 18/HDBT of January 17, 1992 of the 
Council ofMinisters (now the Government); 

C/ Other forestv products, except those types of 
Group 1A (specrfied in Decree No. 18/HDBT of January 
17, 1992 of the Council of Ministers (now the 
Government); 

dl Exploiting products while tendering. enriching, 
thinly pruning forests. and exploiting dead standing 
trees.. . ; 

el Fully exploiting timber lying on the ground (dry 
dead trees. removal of pith, bark.. .). 

2. Procedures for exploitation of timber from natural 
forests: 

- For timber exploitation, there must be designing 
dossiers approved by competent bodies: 

- Annual esploitation sites and outputs nnust be 
compliant with forest restoration schemes 01: forest 
production and business schemes or plans already 
approved by competent authorities: 

- The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development shall coordinate with the Ministry of 
Planning and Investment in submitting to the 
Government for approval the annual plan's total quota 
for exploitation of timber from natural forests. 

- On the basis of the total exploitation quota 
approved by the Prime Minister, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Developnlent shall allocate the 
quotas for exploitation of timber from natural forests in 
the subsequent year to the localities and units for 
proceeding with the exploitation designing; 

- The provincial/municipal Agriculture and Rural 
Development Services shall evaluate forests, consider 
and approve the enterprises' detailed exploitation 
designs; sum up and submit them to the prc~vincial 
People's Committees for approval. 

- The provincial-level People's Committees shall 
approve the exploitation designing dossiers, ;sum up 
and submit them to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development for evaluation; 

- On the basis of the results of the dossier eva:luation 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
shall issue to the localities decisions on opening forests 
for timber exploitation, which shall serve as basis for 
the provincial-level People's Committees to make 
decisions to grant exploitation permits to enterprises. 

3 .  The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development shall issue concrete regulations on the 
conlpilation of dossiers, exploitation procedures, 
organization and supervision of exploitation as well as 
regulations, technical processes and procedures for 
exploitation of timber and forestry products: 

- After being exploited, natural forests r~lust be 
cleaned up and closed, protected and tendered 
throughout the next period. 

- For products exploited under permits from 
production forests being natural forests, after 
completion of procedures to prove that they are 
exploited lawhlly according to current regulations, they 
may be freely circulated on the market, except :Foresty 
products of Group I ((specified in Decree No, 18/HDBT 



of January 17. 1992 of the Council of Ministers (now 
the Go~vernment). 

IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS 

Article 36.- Inspection and supervision of the forest 
management and forest production and business 

1. The presidents of the People's Com~nittees of all 
levels shall have to perfornl the State malagement over 
all forest areas and forestry land areas in tllc localities 
under their management: direct the organization ofall 
activities related to the management. protection. 
construction, developn~ent and business of production 
forests in their localities according to law pro\,isions. 

2. The forestry n~anagement bodies of all lelrels shall 
have to advise the local administrations on perfornling 
the State management over the business in and use of 
forests assigned to them for management. 

3. The ranger offices shall have to supervise. inspect 
and monitor the observance of the legislation on forest 
management and protection in their localities. and at 
the same time guide and help forest owners to manage 
and protect forests according to the provisions in 
Clause 1, Article 7 of the Prime Minister's 187119991 
QD-lTg of September 16: 1999 and this Regulation. 

1. The forest owners shall manage and protect 
forests and forestry land areas assigned or leased to 
them: oversee and cany out production activities, 
prevent mistakes and timely detect violations for 
interception and handling, or report them to competent 
authorities for handling according to law provisions. 

5. The law enforcement bodies of all levels shall, 
when conducting inspection and supenision. make 
written records on and handle violations, or report them 
to the superior authorities for handling according to 
law provisions. 

Article 37.- Organizations, households and 
individuals shall have to abide by the provisions in 
this Regulation. If  the!^ commit an), liolations. they 
shall. depending on the nature and seriousness of thelr 
violations. be administratively sanctioned. disciplined 
or esanuned for penal liability according to lawf 
provisions. If they record achievements. they shall be 
cornmended and rewarded by the State. 

Article 36- All previous regulations contrary to 
this Regulation are now annulled. 

For the Prime Minister 
Deputy Prime Minister 
NGUYENCONG TAN 


