
THE MINISTRY OF TRADE 

CIRCULAR NO. 04/2001/TT-BTM OF 
FEBRUARY 22, 2001 GUIDING THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S DIRECTIVE No. 28/2000/CT-TTg 
OF DECEMBER 27, 2000 ON THE 
IMPLEMENTL4TION OF THE REGULATION 
ON GOODS LABELING, ISSUED TOGETHER 
WITH DECISION NO. 17811999lQD-TTg OF 
AUGUST 30,1999 

To ensure the serious and effective implenlentation of 
the Rcgulation on goods labeling, issued together with tlle 
Prime Minister's Decision No. 178/1999/QD-TTg of 
August 30, 1999 (hereinafter called the Goods Labeling 
Rebdation) and overcome problems and obstacles in time, 
on December 27,2000 the Prime Minister issued Directive 
No. 28/2000/CT-TTg on the goods labeling (hereinafter 
called Directive 28). the Ministry of Trade hereby provides 
the following guidance: 

1. The State management bodies shall intensify the 
inspection and control of the implementation of the Goods 
Labeling Regulation regarding the labeling of goods 
circulated on the market and handle violations thereof under 
the following guidance: 

a/ The ~nspection and control of goods labeling 

The inspection of the implenlentation of the Goods 
Labeling Regulation shall be that of the observance of 
regulations on label forms (such as the waky of inscription 
on goods, commercial packings, auxiliary labels. 
accompanied introduction docunlents, used language.. .) 
and on the label contents (compulsory and optional). The 
inspection of label forms and contents must comply with 
the Goods Labeling Regulation issued together with the 
Prime Minister's decisions and the concerned ministries' 
and branches' circular guiding the implement2 tion thereof 

The inspection and control of the goods labeling must 
be conducted step by step, focusing first on key contents 
and areas and clearly determining the subjects, places and 
goods items to be supervised. Inspection should be focused 
on at goods-delivery points such as wholesale markets, 
supermarkets, trade centers, etc. The objects of inspection 
shall be production and business individuals', 
organizations and enterprises" goods circulated on 
the market. Attention shall be paid to such commodity 
groups as foodstnffs: amthe medicines for men: cosmetics: 
preventive and cu~ative drugs for anim,ds and plants; 
fertilizers; cement and other construction materials: engine 
lubricants, etc. 

It is necessary to inspect also the printing and import of 
goods labels not compIiant with the Goods Labeling 
Regulation. Not to abuse the inspection and c:ontrol to harass 
and trouble producxion and bushes establishments and 
disturb the market. 

bl On fhe handling of violations of the Goods Labeling 
Regulation 

The inspection of goods labeling aims, first of all. to 
urge, remind and guide the implementation of the Goods 
Labeling Regulation. Only cases of violatlion specified in 
the Government's current decrees on the handling of 
adnlinisuativeviolations in other fields related to the Goods 
Labeling Regulation shall 5e handled. The inspection and 
handling of goods labeling-related violations must be 
conducted according to the competence, order and 
procedures currently prescribed by law Any problems 
arising during the inspection of the implementation of the 
Goods Labeling Regulation and the violation handling at 
establishments and in IocaIities must be prompdy reported 
to the Ministry of Trade for consideration and handling 
gudance. 

2. For old goods labels printed prior to January 1,2001, 




