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DECISION No. 18411998lQD-TTg OF 
SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 ON THE 
RATIFICATION OF THE GENERAL 
PLANNING FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENTOFTHE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS IN THE PERIOD FROM 
NOW TO THE YEAR 2010 

THE PRIME MINISTER 

Purszrnnt to the Lalv on (irganrzattoi~ of the 
Goven~ment of Septenzher 3 0,1992, 

.ilftcr con.nderu~g the puopo.~al of /he .\/finrcter of 
A g n ~ u l t u r e  and Rural Development I I I  OfJlc~al 
D~\paich No 1896 NA-KH/Tli* o fAfay  7, 1998 and 
of the Chairinan of the State E'~)alualron C'ounc~l for 
the ~izvectnzetzt  project^ rn Oflicral Di \parch r\io 3408' 
HIITD of,\da-v 20, 1998, 

DECIDES: 

Article 1.- To ratify the General Planning for 
Socio-Economic Develop~nent of the Central 
Highlands (4 provinces : Kon Turn, Gia Lai, Dak Lak 
and Lam Dong) in the period from now to the year 
2010 with the following main contents: 

I. MAIN DEVELOPMENT OBJECTlVES 
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1. On economy: 

- To strlrre for an  average annual GDP growth of 
7'%,-8'% from now to thc year 2000. 8%-9% in the 
200 1-20 10 per~od. and a per caplta GDP of 260 USD 
by the ycar 2000 and from 600 to 900 USD by tlie 
ycar 20 10 

- Step by step to restructure the econonly so that 
b~ the year 2010 indnstn and constniction shall 
account for from 35% to 40'%. agriculture and forestry 
from 25% to 30'%, and tourlsni and services frorn 30'%1 
to 35%) of GDP 

- To strive for an accumulat~on rate from GDP of 
from 10% to 11 %I In the period from now to tlic ycar 
2000. and frorli 14'X1 to 1 5% 111 the 200 1-20 10 period 

- To carr! out renor dtlon of equipnrent and 
t c c h i i o l o ~  at the evlstlng est~bl~shmcnts.  and equlp 
tlrc new establishments wlth modern dnd advanced 
technology. especially those sen  ing thc processing 
of farm and forestq products III order to create 
competitive and export-or~entcd products on the 
lndrkct 

- To Increase investment in protecting and 
develop~ng forests. and strivc to raisc the forest cover 
rate to 65-70% In by the year 20 10 

- To Increase ~ n v e s t n i e n t  in  b u ~ l d i n g  the 
~~lfrastructure i1.1t11 prlority for the settlement of the 
question of water. commuiiic,lt~on. electricrt: bu~lding 
of scliools. iiiedlcal stations, commuii ic~~t~on and 
llaison. broadcasting and television 

2. On social welfare and the environment: 

- To carry out cff~caciously the program of 
sedentarlzation of farnilng and populntion. step by 
stcp to conduct planning and r ~ t ~ o n a l  d~str~butlon of 
the population on tlie spot as well as the peoplc cornlng 
to the Central Highlands from other reglons. to 
s t a b ~ l ~ z e  tlie l ~ f e  of the people of c thn~c  nllnorlties 

- To createjobs, increase the number of emploj ed 
persons 111 the working age, strive to ~ncrease tlie rate 
of the labor force in ~ r t d u s t ~ ,  small ~ndustries and 
hand~crafts. construction and tlie scnicc  scctor To 
create conditions for the people of ethnic niinoritlcs 
to h a ~ e  access to the new mode of product~on and 
tecl~nology 

- To strive to eradicate famine by the ycar 2000. 
alle\.iate poverty step by step, ensure vital nccessitp 
in food, clothing, housing, traveling, study and 
healthcare aimed at raising the living standard of the 
pcople. To observe a civilized lifestyle, preserve. and 
develop the national cultural identity. 

- To develop the economy along with protcctlng 

and improving the ecology, protect and develop the 
forests, protect and conserve the water sources, 
increase the fertility of the soil. protect and develop 
tlie biodivcrsity and the kinds and species of rare 
animals and plants. 

- To pay attention to improving the livlilg 
conditions of the people in deep-lylng areas, remote 
areas and border areas To bulld an equ~lable and 
c ~ v ~ l l ~ e d  soclety and a healthy soc~al communlt!: to 
crad~cate liarniful habits and soclal evils 

3. On national security ant1 defense: 

To carry out the strategy of econo~tiic build-up 
associated with strengthening security and national 
defense, preserving social order and safe& and firmly 
upholding national sovereignty. To pav special 
attcntion to the key areas of strategic defense and 
crucial logistic bases of the regions and of the whole 
country. 

11. MAIN DEVELOPMENT TASKS 

1. On agriculture ant1 forestry: 

- To strive for a growth rate of about 6% In 
agr~culture and forestry frorn now to the year 2000 
and about 7% in the period from 200 l to 20 10 

- To develop agriculture in the direction of 
coniinodity production, to develop the existing 
advantages and potentials in a way conformable with 
the natural conditions of each region. To pay attcntion 
to preserving landscapes and the em~ironnient and 
protecting the ecology and ensure sustainable 
development. 

- To conduct high and effective investment in 
intensive farming, combining agriculture with lorestry 
and processing industry, to stcp by stcp modernize 
important processes in it, in order to promote the 
production and meet the need of production, the 
pcople's life and export. 

- To expand step by step tlle acreage according to 
tlie planning in the planting of coffee. rubber trees, 
cashew. pepper, tea, fnlit trees, n~edicinal plants and 
short-term industrial trees. To expand the acreagc and 
practice intensive far~iliiig of maize: to restrict and 
eventually to eradicate the deforestation for farming 
land. To pay attcntion to the rational use of the land 
fund and to restructure the land fund in the direction 
of diversification of products: to expand the areas of 
specia l i~ed farming in order to create a rate of 
commodity farm products with high quality. 

- To develop the breeding of doinestic animals and 
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poultry n l t h  f a n l ~ l y  s tockbreed~ng as  the  mall1 
occupation In order to produce meat. rnllk and leather 
as materials of the processing ~ n d u s t n  

- To develop forestry In the  d ~ r e c t ~ o n  of 
strengtllen~ng the protectlon transfornlation and 
supplemcntatlon of the e\lstlng natural forests, 
espec~ally the headndtcr forests, speclal-use forests 
and protectlon forests to promote the plant~ng of new 
forests, to restore stcp b\ step thc forcst acreage In 
ordcr to increase the forest cover To c,lrry out 1,1nd 
allocation, to allocate dnd contract forests ln  order to 
comb~lle hort~culture w rth agrlcultuc and forestry To 
explo~t the forest fund rntionallv in assoclatloll wltli 
the  program of scdcntarlsdtioll of f a r n l ~ n g  and  
population, to promotc the plant~ng of scat tercd trees, 
to glve importance to the benefits froin protecting the 
ecological environment comb~ned wlth the benefits 
of forest ecology 

2. On industry: 

- To pay attention to developing those industries 
which use on-the-spot raw rnaterial resources like: 
processing of coffee. rubber; sugarcanc. food industry. 
bui ld ing materials .  paper. ear thenware  a n d  
porcelain ... To de\,elop stcp by stcp the  repair  
engineering industn  to encourage tltc development 
of small industry and handicraft production in both 
the urban and rural arcas 

- To carry out step by step in-depth invcstnlent, 
renovate equiprnenl, cspccially in the processing 
industries in the crop specialization areas and in the 
production of forest products in  order to restructure 
the cconomv of the whole region. To link industry 
nit11 agriculture and forestry in order to promote 
production. 

- To encourage domestic and forelgn lllvestnient 
To prepare the necessary condltlons for the formation 
of ~lldustrlal parks almed at develop~ng the advantages 
and potent~als of the Central Highlands 

- To focus c a r t s  011 dcvelop~ng industry at the 
appropriate s ~ z c .  w ~ t h  prefcrcllce giben to the  
dppl~cat~on of techrlologles that requlre little fund but 
that create Inany jobs for Idborers and contr~bute to 
the rural ~ndust r~al lza t~on To apply sc~cn t~f i c  and 
t c c h n ~ c a l  advanccs to agr~cul lura l  a n d  forestry 
productlon 

3. Developing trade, tourism and services: 

- To develop trade, tourism and services in order 
to generate the niolive force to promote econonllc 
developn~ent in the ivhole region aimed at developing 
the advantages and achieving the set socio-economic 
targets. To strive for an annual growth rate of 10- 

15% for trade, tourism and services from now to the 
year 20 10. 

- To develop a diversified trading business network 
suited to the tcrritot-y of the Central Highlands. to 
encourage all economic sectors to take part in goods 
circulation in ordcr to create a rnotive force for the 
development of production. To build step by step 
concentrated lradirlg cenlers in the cities and towns 
in order to exchange goods and introduce producls to 
other areas and to Laos. Cambodia and Thailand. 

- To create and dc~,clop the network of markets in 
order to expand serviccs and tlie circulation of 
commodities. To pay attention to guiding. organizing 
and managing well the cooperati\'e and private trading 
network in ordcr to supply and purchase goods to and 
from pcoplc in the difficult areas and areas inhabited 
by ethnic minorities. 

- To make the most of the advantages in geograph~ 
climate, landscapes and environment ... in ordcr to 
develop the existing tourist sites, at the salnc time to 
build new tourist centers in Da Lat, Suoi Vang. Lac 
Thien, Buon Ho . . .  . to form travel tours in the region 
linked to the key econonlic areas and inter-regional 
travel tours in other areas: Eastern South Vietnam. 
tlie Central coastal area. the Mekong river delta. Ho 
Chi Minh City. Ba Ria-Vung Tau ... To build in a 
syncliro~ious \\.ay the infrastn~cture. the nlaterial and 
techllical bases and tourist exploitation centers linked 
with upgrading and prcscrving nature, presen~ing and 
developing thc tourist resources. to develop the 
national cult~iral identity and eventually to develop 
the strategy of international tourism in the future. 

- To restructure trade tourism and tlie senJlcc 
industq b! g11 lng prefcrencc to tourlsm, telecom- 
nlulucatlons finance and technolog? tr,msfer to cncou- 
rnge all economlc sectors to take part In these activltles 

1. To dcvelop the infrastructure and urban 
centers: 

-To bu~ld  dnd sntlonnll\ distr~bute the nledlumand 
small 'towns as cconomlc, cultural and servlce centers 
of the whole region In collformltv wlth the urbdn 
network of the countn to be formed and developed 
according to the General Plallnnlg for the development 
of Vietnamese urban centcrs up to the !ear 2020 

- To develop the urban network assoc~ated ulth 
the renovation and upgrad~ng of the communr-cation 
l ~ n e s  and the process of forrnatlon of cotnmodlty 
productlon areas To upgrade and perfect step by step 
the land road system of the provinces In the reglon 

- To develop tllc land and air route networks ... 
according to plamling. To pay attention to the rural 
comn~unication network. especiallv in the deep-lying, 
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remote and border areas, to create condlbons for the 
development of the difficult areas, former resistance 

bases and areas of key strategic Importance To stn\ e 
so that all the comnlunes wll be accessible to motor 
\7eliicles up to the centers of commune groups by the 
year 2010 

- To attdch importance to the budding ofthe waler 
consenJancj systems, especially hjdro-electric dams 
and water reseltoirs llnked to the S) stem of lrrigat~on 
canals of the concentrated production areas To 
cornblne tlle bu~lding of land roads with the perfection 
of the systems of water consenrancy works, brldges 
and culverts and other works catering for production 
and life 

- To upgrade the existing systems of water supply 
and drainage and build new ones in the urban centers 
and industrial zones. To pay attention to meetifig the 
need in clean water of the rural population. To give 
inlportance to the protection and exploitation of the 
water sources. 

- To carry out step by step the electrification of 
the Central Highlands so that by 2000 60% of the 
population and by the year 2010 80% of the population 
will be supplied with electricity. In the immediate 
future to invest in extending the electric grid to the 
densely populated areas, the areas susceptible to the 
exploitation and development of agriculture and 
forestry in order to increase the rate of co~nmodity 
goods. To pay attention to developing small electric 
stations in the difficult, deep-lying and remote areas 
and the former resistance bases and the centers of 
commune groups. 

- To build along with upgrading the systems of 
schools, medical stations, hospitals, centers for 
cultural activities, entertainment and recreation 
centers aimed at meeting the need of the population. 

- To modernize the post and lelecomn~unication 
networks in the direction of synchronization; 
automation and digitalization in order to meet the 
cornnlunication needs in the cou~ltry and international 
exchanges. 

5. On education, science, culture, healthcare 
and social welfare: 

- To pay attention to developing the system of 
education and training, to raise step by step the quality 
and efficiency of education in order to arise the 
people's cultural level, and train on the spot hurnan 
resources to meet the needs of de\~elopn~eiit of 
production and improving the living standard. To 
strive so that all children in the school age can afford 
schooling, to universalize priinary education by the 
year 2000. To expand the system of boarding and half 

boarding schools for children of ethnic minorities 

- To study In order to apply advanced sclence and 
technology as basis and motlve force for socio- 
econonllc development In the region Especially. ~t 1s 
necessary to quickly Introduce sclence and techn~que 
Into productloll and life alined at promoting the 
development of agriculture and forestry 

- To give importance to the efticiency of cultural 
activities, broadcasting, television and physical 
training and sport activities. To preserve and develop 
the national tradition and identity in its worthy role 
as the motive source of developn~ent. To eradicate step 
by step the harmful customs and superstition. to 
develop various forms of mass culture, folk culture 
and create conditions for all strata of the population 
to enjoy culture and arts. 

- To transform the existing medical cstablislunents 
and build new ones, to strengthen and develop the 
system of medical stations at the conlniunes and 
wards. tlle polyclinical consulting rooms and 
hospitals.. . in service of primary healthcare, the 
prevention and fight against epidenlics, and the 
consulting and treatment establishments for the 
people. To strive step by step in order eventually to 
eradicate communicable diseases. To popularize and 
conduct effective education on population work and 
family planning. To conduct education on hygiene in 
living environment. To step by step socialize the 
medical work and raise its quality in service of the 
ethnic minorities. 

- To strive to conlplete the sedentarization of 
farining and population, especially in the deep-lying 
and remote areas, the highlands, the former 
revolutionary bases and border areas: to step by step 
stabilize the life of the people, first of all the one 
million people of ethnic minorities. To build new 
econonlic zones according to planning. To actively 
step up the program for eradication of famine and 
alleviation of poverty; to strive so that all households 
have the conditions to progress on their own especially 
the households of ethnic minorities, the fanlilies 
beneficiaries of welfare policies with a living standard 
of the medium or higher le~rel compared with the 
community. 

- To effeclively integrate the national programs, 
the target programs and concrete projects alrned at 
practical socio-economic effects. 

- To develop the economy associated with security 
and national defense, to firmly defend national 
sovereignty. To involve effectively the army in the 
econon~ic programs combined with national defense 
such as: planting rubber trees, protecting and planting 
forests, building roads, eradicating illiteracy ... 
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111. MAIN SOLUTIONS in t .c Central H~ghlands In the process of rewslng 
tlie p l a u n ~ ~ l p  In each province, o r g a n i x  the 

On the of [he contents of the rat,fied GeIleral in~plernentation of the component projects. ensure the 

P lann~ng .  11 IS  necessary to take svnchronous, unlficd development of the plan, tlie planiilng of each 

appropriate and effective measures to mobilize the province, of each reglon and the mliole countr) 

internal and fore~gn resources In servrce of the socto- In the process of impleinentlng the Plann~ng, the 
economlc de\,elopment of the Central H~glilands Mlnlstry of Plannlng and Investment and the Mlnlst~). 

of Agriculture and Rural Development shall have to 
A rat~orial solutton should be adopted to use the 

coordinate w ~ t h  the related lninlstrlcs and branches 
precious natural resources nainely land fund, labor, 

and the People s Comm~ttees of the provlnces In the 
forest resources, and water resources to develop the 

Central Highlands sliall liave to re1 lew and ebaluate 
cconoml. presenre the envlroninent and Increase the 

and drav expcrlence In order to ~ n a k e  t ~ n ~ e l v  
forest COL er supplements and readjustments so that tlie soclo- 

- To cart? out incentive measures to step by step 
attract dornesttc and foreign m\estment to create 
conditions for applylng modern science and 
technology and elpand the market 

- To practice preferential concentrated and 
definitive investment aimed at practical results and 
creating the motive force to develop the economy and 
improve the living conditions. 

- To carry out h ~ g h  economic lncentlve p o l ~ c ~ e s  
for those enterprises and branches that create esport- 
orreiitcd and competitive products In order to increase 
the market share. 

- To invest in building the technical infrastructure 
in service of the immediate and long-term develop- 
ment needs. 

On the basis of the rat~fied General Planlung of 
the reglon, the provinces in the reglon must re\ lse 
the general plannlng of each locality. with preferential 
arrdtigelnent and readjustment to make it conforrn 
\\it11 the planning of each region 

In order to successfully realize the general 
plnilnlng of tlie reglon the provinces inust creatlr ell 
,~pply the rnechanisrns and policlcs aimed at creating 
the lnotive force for development On the terr~tory of 
each proT7ince. the  People's Conimlttee nlust 
concrcti/c the o r ien ta t~on  for soclo-cconom~c 
development of the Plannlng through prograrns and 
concrete projects, medmm-term and short-term plans 
aimed at operating, managing and organizing the 
~inplemen-tat~on accord~ng to the set oricntatlon 

Article 2.- The mlnlstrles. the m~nlster~al-level 
agencies, tlie agencies attached to the Go1 ernnlent 
and the People's Committees of the provlnces in the 
Ceiltrnl Highlands shall have to organix. nlonltor 
and implement this Plann~ng according to the ratlfied 
contents 

economic der1elopment process follow the right track 
and achieve high efficiency. 

Article 3.- This Decision takes effect l 5  days after 
its signing. The Presidents of the People's Comn~ittees 
of the provinces in the Central Highlands and tlie 
ministers, the heads of the ~ninisterial-level agencies, 
the heads of the related agencies attached to the 
Government shall liave to implement this Decision. 

Primc Minister 
PHAN VAN KHAl 

The ministries and the branches at the central level 
shall have to coordinate with and assist the provinces 


