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THE GOVERNMENT 

DECREE NO. 179/1999/ND-CP OF DECEM- 
BER 30,1999 STIPULATING THE WIPLE- 
MENTATJON OF THE LAW ON WATER 
RESOURCES 

THE GOVERNMENT 

At the /-/ropo.snl o f  the M~n~.ster qf Agrrcz(ltz~re 
cincl Rza-c11 Ile~vlopn~rnt. 

DECREES: 

Chapter I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1.- 

1 T h ~ s  Decree prescr~bes  the management. 
protection. e \p lo~ ta t ion  and use of the n a t e r  
resources the d~scliarge of n aste n atcr ~ n t o  \\ ater 
sources. the grant~ng of perm~t(s) related the 11 ater 
resources. as \\ell as the p r e ~ ~ e n t ~ o n  of. combat 
agalnst and 01 ercoming of hannful effects caused 
b? \\ater 

2. This Decree also defines acti1,ities causing sea 
water pollution: and regulates the planning of 
construct~on oiprojects on the sea such as iia\li~ation. 
\\.ater consen ancy, aquatic resource ~vorks and other 
~vorks. acti\.ities related to the building of sea dikes 
and seaward encroachment, flood dra inage:  
pre\.ention of and combat against salinih infiltration. 
tidal rise and 01-erflo\\-; salt making, aquatic and 
marine product culture and other rele~rant activities. 

3. Regarding the sanctioning of adnlinistrative 
\~iolations in the field of water resources as well as 
the organizational structure: specific functions. tasks 
and powers of the agencies in charge of State 
management over water resources: the Go\.enlinent 
shall promulgate separate regulations. 
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Article 2.- The r ~ \ c  b a s ~ n  zo~iing st~pulated in 
Clause 1. Ar t~cle  5 of tlie La\\ on Water Resources 
is spec~ficd as Sollo\\s 

1 The r i \ c r  basin Ionlng ~ i ius t  ensure the 
requlremcnts for ~ntegratcd use of vater  sourccs. 
mect tlic demands for \\ atcr suppl? 111 sen  Ice of dailq 
life. agr~cultural. fhrcstr~al and nldustr~al production. 
mlniiig. e l c c t r ~ c  p o n e r  gcncratlon.  \\ a te rn  aq 
na\ ~ g a t ~ o n  aquatlc and mannc product culture, salt 
inahlng. sports cntcrta~nmciit. tourlsm. hcalthcarc. 
con \  a lesccncc s c ~ c n t i f ~ c  rcscarch and other 
purposes. and cnsurc the rccl~urc~ncnts for prc\ c n t ~ o ~ i  
of and combat 'iga~nst flood. drought and other 
Iiarn~ful cffccts caused bq IF atcr 

2 Tlie d ~ s t r ~ b u t a r q  r l l e r  b a s ~ n  ~ o n ~ n g .  tlic 
planniiig o f \ \  atcr coiiscn ancy \\orb sq stems and the 
s p c c ~ a l ~ z c d  p l a n n ~ n g s  for f lood and drought 
pre\ cntion and combat. ater supplq and dramage. 
\\ a t c n ~  a? na\ ~gatlon. 111 droclectr~c p011 er planning 
and othcr \\ate] c\plo~tation and use plann~ngs nlust 
be based on the I 11 er b a s ~ n  Louing 

PROTECTION OF WATER RESOlJRCES 

Article -3.- The p1eT ention of and combat against 
the atci sourcc d e t e r l o r a t ~ o ~ l  and dcp lc t~o i i  
st~pulated ~n Clausc I .  Article I1 ofthe La\\ on Watcr 
Resources arc spccif~ed as follo\\s 

1 7 h c  M ~ n l s t r >  of Agrlculturc and Rural  
DC\ clopment shall assulnc the prline r e s p o n s i b i l ~ ~  
and coord~natc ~t l i  the concerned n i ~ n ~ s t r ~ e s  and 
branches and the Pcople's Conlmittees of the 
pro\ Inces and cent1 all? -run c i t~cs  111 

a/ O r g a n i ~ i n g  the sur ley and asscsslnent of 
dcterioratcd aud depleted atcr sourccs: 

b/ Plann~ng the protect~on and dc\ elopmcnt of 
forests In confonn~t? nltli the r n  er b a s ~ n  ~ o n ~ n g  111 

order to protect thc \I atcr resources. pre\ cnt and 
conibat flood and drought. 

C/ Worh~ng out plans for restoration. upgrading. 
supplcmciita~ construction and rcno\ atloll of u ater 
conser\ ancq \\ orhs 111 order to raise t l i c~r  \\ ater 
suppl? capabi l~h and restore tlic deter~orated and 
deplctcd I\ atcr sources. 

d /  Inspecting and supen islng the e.iplo~tation and 
use of underground .i\ ater. devlsing timely measures ' .. 
to protect underground ater sources 111 reglons and/ 

o r  arcas \411ich are 111 danger of \\atcl r e sen  c 
dcplct~on and pollut~on. 

e/ Inspccb~ig and supen lsiilg places \\liere \\ aste 
\\ ater I S  d~scharged 111to \\ atcr sources. s t~pula t~ng 
tlic applicat~on of mcasurcs to lrcat I\ astc \\ ater 
accord~ng to pro\ lslons of lax\ 

2 Thc  M ~ n ~ s t r ?  of Agr~cu l tu re  and Rural  
DC\ clopment shall assume the pnmc rcspons~bil~t? 
and coord~nate \ \~t l i  the M ~ n ~ s t n  of Plannlng and 
ln \es tment .  tlic M ~ n i s t r ?  of F ~ n a n c e  and thc 
conccnicd n11111strles and branches In I\ orhlng out 
plaus for use of aluiual funds for implcmcntat~oii of 
pro\ islons in Clause l ol t h ~ s  A111clc then subm~t 
them to the Pr~ine M I I I I S ~ C ~  Ibr dec~sion 

Articlc 4.- The plans for prc\ cntion of and conibat 
a g a ~ ~ i s t  I\ atcr sourcc pollut~on stipulated in Clausc 
1. Arhcle 13 of the La\\ on Water Resources arc 
spcc~fied as folio\\ s 

I The M ~ n ~ s t r ?  of Agrlculturc and Rural 
DC\ elopment. tlie M ~ n ~ s t n  of l ~ i d u s t n  and the 
General Dcpartiiient of Meteorologq and Hq drologq 
shall. \ \ ~ t l i ~ i i  tlielr respectnc fi~iict~ons and tasks. 
ha\ e to coordinate n ~ t h  the coliccr~ied m~nlstrles and 
branclies and the Peoplc's Coinm~ttecs of tlic 
pro\ niccs and ccntrall> -nln c l t~cs  In 

a1 B u ~ l d ~ n g  tlic nctuorh of stat~oiis for sun  c) lng 
and re-assess ing thc  quali t? of surface  and 
underground \\ atcr. gathering data and sctting up a 
data base. 

b/ Worbnig out plans for prcl cntlo~i and treatment 
of n atcr source pollulion 

2 Tlic M~nls t rq  of Agr~cu l tu re  and Rural 
DC\ clopiiient. thc Ministn of' Industn and the 
General Dcpartnlcnt of M e t e ~ r o l o g ~  and H? drologq 
shall coordlnatc \ \ ~ t h  tlie Mnnstr\ of Planiinig and 
In\ cst~iient m norhing out annual funding plans for 
~niplcmcntatlon of pro1 Islons in Clause 1 of this 
Art~clc. then submlttiiig them to the Prime M ~ n ~ s t e r  
for d c c ~ s ~ o ~ i  

Articlc 5.- Tlie grantlng of penints to d~scharge 
\\astc \\ater into \\ ater sources stipulated 111 Article 
18 of the La\\ 011 Water Resource is specified as 
folio\\ S 

1. Subjccts to be granted pemiits: 

Organ~tatlons and ~ n d ~ \ ~ d u a l s  that usc water in 
their production. busnless andior sc~eiltific research 
actn ~ t ~ e s .  liosp~tals. urban centers. denselq populated 
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areas and other actlrr~t~es. must appl? for penmts from 
thc colnpctcnt State management agenc? ( m )  defined 
III Clausc 5 of this Art~cle if thcy discharge nastc 
TA atcr Into n ater sourccs 

2. Grounds for granting pennits: 

The granting of penmts for drscharge of waste 
X\ atcr ~n to  atcr sourccs lnust be based on 

a/ The La~z  on Watcr Rcsourccs and other 
rclc\ ant lcg~slalion. 

b/ The plann~ng Sor protcctlon. cvplo~tatron and 
use of uatcr sourccs and pre\ entlon of and combat 
aga~nst hnnnful cffects causcd b? vatcr 111 r nc r  
bns~ns. as \\cl1 as tlie plann~ng on systcrns of nater 
conscn a~ic? \\ orhs. 

c/ The I\ ater sources' capaclty to take 111 astc 
\\ ater. and the crltcrla of 1% aste atcr: 

d/ Proposals of the agcncl(ies) managing the river 
basin ~oning:  and organizations and indix.iduals 
managing and exploiting ~ ~ a t e r  conscnrancy works. 

3. Durat~on of' pennits: 

a/ Pcrnuts for dlschargc of naste atcr into I\ atcr 
sources sliall be a l ~ d  for from 3 to 5 years. 

b/ For a perlnlt of nlilch tlic use durat~on has 
cxp~rcd. t11c agcnc? competent to grant such pcrlnlt 
shall dcc~de ~ t s  extension but each estens~on must 
not exceed 3 J ears. 

C/ Tlic use duratlon of a pcnnit may be changed 
111 one of the f o l l o ~ ~ ~ n g  cases: 

- Thc n ater sourcc 1s incapable of taking in aste 
11 ater. 

- The \\ater use dcniand is on a sharp rise. thus 
leadlng to much larger I olume of \\ astc ater. but 
no renied~al measure has been tahcn to oTercome 
thls sltuatlon. 

- Other extraordman clrc~~~~lstanccs occur. under 
\11i1cIi the d~scl iarge of na s t e  v a t c r  must be 
rcstr~ctcd 

4. Thc n i  thdra\\ a1 and suspension of perniits: 

The 14 1t11dran a1 or suspcnslon of use al1d16 of 
pernuts for d~scliarge of waste mater ~ n t o  nater 
sources sliall be effected 111 the follotv~ng cases 

a/ Organ~zat~ons andlor md~ \   duals that d~scharge 
waste vater  breach contents st~pulated 111 tlielr 
pcmnts. 

b/ Organizations andlor indiriduals that discharge 
~vastc  water violate the provisions in Clause 2, 

Art~clc l 9  of tlie Lan on Water Resources. 

C/ Organ~/ations andlor mdn  duals that d~scliarge 
maste n ater ~ n t o  water sources arc d ~ s s o l ~ e d .  
transferred or declared bankrupt. 

d/ Such pennits have been granted ultra ~rires; 

e/ Such pcnlnts have bccn left unused for 1 ycar 
\\1t11out all! plaus~ble reasons. 

f/ Thc competent State agencies dccln 11 nccessar? 
to 11 ltIidra\~ or suspend such pernilts for rcasons of 
natlonal dcfcnse or s ecu r~ t~ .  or for ~iat~onal or public 
~ntcrests 

5 I lie competence to grant andlor \\rthdra\\ 
pcnnlts 

a /  Thc M1111strj of Agr~cul turc and Rural 
DC\ elopnlcnt shall grant and n~tlidran pcrmlts for 
d~scharge of aste n ater Into I\ ater sourccs and mter- 
pro! ~nc~a l \x  ater conscnTancy norh S) stems 

b/ The Peoples Cornlnlttces of the pro\ ~licc$ and 
centrall~ -nu1 cltles sliall grant and n~thdrau pcr~nlts 
for dlscliargc of R aste ater nit0 I\ atcr sources and 
\I ater consen anc? 1~7orh S? s tc~ i~s  under tlie pro\ ~nclal/ 
m u n ~ c ~ p a l  management. as uell  as pcrmlts for 
d~schargc of 11 astc 11 ater nlto ater sources and mter- 
pro\ I I I C I ~ ~  \\atcr consen ancl \\orb S? stenls under tlie 
pro\ ~nc~al /munlc~pal  management. n ~ t h  n r ~ t t e n  
consents of tlie Mnnstry of Agr~culture and Rural 
DC\ elopment. 

C/ The agcnc? (les) In charge of State management 
o\ cr I\ atcr resource shall be co~npetent to \\~thdraw 
thosc pcrmlts they are competent to grant 

6 Tlic M ~ n ~ s t r ?  of Agr~cul ture and Rural 
Dc\clopmcnt shall prescr~be the pcrmlt-grant~ng 
proccdurcs as \\ell as the autlior~/cd grantmg of 
perm~ts for d~scharge of naste \tater into nater 
sources 

Article 6.- Thc payment of pennlt-grant~ng fee. 
fcc for d~scliargc of n aste \\ atcr ~n to  11 atcr sources 
and fcc for \\ ater source pollution preT entlon and 
combat st~pulated 111 Art~cle 7 and Po~nt b. Clausc 2. 
Art~cle 19 of tlic Lav on Water Resource IS speclfied 
as folio\\ s 

1 Organl~at~ons and mdn ~duals. hen appl? 11ig 
for pcnn~ts for discharge of naste \later Into nater 
sources. sliall have to pay tlie penn~t-grantmg fee: 

2 Organlzatlons and ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l s  that w ~ s h  to 
d~scharge naste water ~nto  water sources or mater 
consen7anc> nark systems shall have to pay waste 
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ater d~scharge fee: 

3 Orgainrat~oils and indn iduals that d~scharge 
dally-hfe waste vater Into public water drainage 
S? stems of clt~es. urban areas or densely populated 
areas shall have to pay pollutloil prevention and 
conlbat fee. 

4 Production andlor busincss orga~l~ratioiis and 
ind i~  iduals that discharge waste water into publ~c 
\\ atcr dra~nage S? stcins of cltles. urban areas or 
denscl! populated areas shall ha\ c to pay waste n ater 
d~scharge fce In cases where such organ~~ations and 
ind i~   duals appl) advanced scientific and techno- 
logical measures to nliniinlre the d~scharged \vater 

olume or to Impro] e the aste \vater treatment as 
conlpared n ~ t h  the prescribed standards. they shall 
be considered for exemption or reduct~on of waste 
IT atcr discharge fee. 

5 The perm~t-granting fee. the 11 astc atcr 
d~schargc fee and the pollut~oil prel cnt~on and 
coinbat fcc shall be used for the lnanagemcilt and 
protection of nater  resources The Minlstrq of 
Agriculture and Rural Del elopmei~t shall coordinate 
111th the Mlnlstr? of Finance In guldlng the 
procedures for collecting. paylng. inanaglng aiid 
uslng thc aste water discharge fee and the pollution 
pre1 cilt~on aiid combat fee. as ucll  as the cases 
eligible for fee cxcmption or reduction 

The Ministry of Finance shall assume the prime 
rcsponslb~ht~ and coordinate \\1t11 the Min~stry of 
Agriculture and Rural Del elopmcnt and the 
concerned n~ in~s t r~es  and branches 111 proposing to 
the Prime Minlster for decls~oil the levels of the 
pcr~nit-grantmg fee. the naste nater discharge fee 
and the 11 ater source pollution prel entlon and combat 
fee 

EXPLOITATION AND USE OF WATER 
RESOURCES 

Article 7.- The regulatioil and distribution of 
\\-ater resources stipulated in Article 20 of the Law 
on Water Resources is specified as follows: 

1. The agency in charge of State management over 
water resources shall base itself on the river basin 
zoning and the actual potential of the water source 
to announce the water sources' capaciw-to the 
concerned branches and localities, so that the latter 

can work out population distribution and socio- 
economic plans suitable to the water source potential. 

When the water source is incapable of meeting 
the water use demand: the branches and localities 
shall ha~ .e  to readjust their plans for population 
distribution and socio-economic plans to make them 
suitable to the \vater sources' actual capacity. 

2 When a drought occurs. thus causing severe 
mater shortage. the agent! in charge of State 
managenleilt o\ er ater resources shall regulate and 
dlstrlbute u a t e r  rcsources on the follo\ving 
principles 

a/ Ensuring the water supply with prescribed 
ininim~im rations for dailj. life in any circuinstances: 

b/ Meeting t11c dciiiand for water for cattle and 
poultn raising. and aquatlc and marlne product 
culture. 

C/ Ensuring suff~c~ent U ater supply for nilportailt 
industrial establishmc~zts and sclcntific research 
institutions. 

d/ Ensur~ilg the \\ater supply 111 senllce of the 
food secur10 prograin and crops of h~gh economic 
1 alue. 

c/ Other 1% atcr exploitation and use purposes 

The agenc! in charge of State rnanageineilt 01 er 
watcr rcsource defined in Clauses 1 and 2 of this 
Article shall ha\ e to worh out plans for regulating 
and dlstr~but~ng ater resources 

Article X.-  The financial obl~gat~ons of organi- 
zations and m d ~ \  ]duals prescribed at Ponit e. Clause 
1. Art~cle 23 of the Lam on Water Resources are 
specified as follon s 

1. Organizations and iildi\1iduals that exploit and 
use water resources, except for cases where permits 
are not required as provided for in Clause 2; Article 
24 of the Law on Water Resources, shall have to 
pay natural resource tax according to provisions of 
la\v; and 

2 .  To p a l  water use charge according to 
pro\isions of law: 

3. To make coinpensations for damage caused by 
their water resource exploitation and use as 
prescribed by la~v: 

4. To pay the fee for granting permits for water 
resource exploitation and use; 

5. The fee for granting water exploitation permits 
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and tlie \later use chargc shall be used for the 
management and protection of water resources 

The Mllllstry of Flnance shall assume the prinie 
responsibility and coordinate 111th the M~nistn of 
Agriculture and Rural Development and thc 
coiiccrned m~iilstrlcs and branches 111 proposing to 
the Pr~lne Ministcr for declsion the le\ cls of tlic I\ atcr 
exploitat~on and use pennit grant~ng fee and the I\ ater 
use charge 

Article 9.- The grantlng of pcrinits and thc 
exploitat~on and use of \hater rcsources st~pulated in 
Clausc 1. Article 24 of the La\\ on Water Resourccs .-. 
are spcc~f~ed as follov s 

1 .  Sub-jects to be granted pcnnits: 

Organl~ations and indn,iduals tliat exploit and/ 
or use water resource for tlie daily life. agr~cultural 
and industrial production. inmmg. electr~c power 
geiierat~on and other purposes. shall ha\c to appl? 
for pcrinits of the State managenieiit agencles 
competent to grant perinits defined 111 Clausc 5 of 
this Art~cle 

2. Grounds for granting pennits: 

Tlie granting of permits for exploitation and use 
of \vater sources inust be based on 

a/  he' leglslatlon on n ater resources and other 
r e l e ~  ant legislations. 

b/ Plaimings for protection. exploitation arid use 
of n ater sources as ell as pre~leiit~oii of and combat 
aga~nst harmful effects caused by water 111 ri\ er 
basins. and the L\ ater conser1 aiicy orh S? stcin 
plannings. tlie result of the e\ aluation of exploratlon 
projects and the report on underground \\ ater 
explorat~on b? spec~al i~ed  agcncles or speciali/ed 
cou11c1I S. 

C/ Actual capacity of n ater sources. ater s~~ppl?  
standards and water use demand. 

d/ Proposals of the agency(ies) inailaging thc rivcr 
basin z o ~ ~ i i i g ~  and organizations and indi\,iduals 
managing and exploiting \vater conscn8ancj. \\-orlis. 

3. Use duration of pennits: 

a/ Permlts for exploitation and use of surface 
water shall be la l ld  for 20 years. perinits for 
exploitation and use of underground water shall be 

alld for 15 years. 

b/ Wlieii a use permit expires. the agency 
coinpeteiit to grant such permit Shall decide its 
extension. but each exteilsion must not exceed 10 

J cars. 

C/ The duration of a penlilt ina? be changed In 
one of the follonnlg cases 

- The \Later sourcc IS ~ncapablc of cnsuring the 
iionnal \l ater supplh . 

- The loluine of exploited underground nater 
exceeds the prescr~bcd le\ cl. thus leading to 
dcterloratioii or dcplet~oii. or undc~ground nater 
sourcc IS scriousl? polluted. 

- The 11 ater use demand is on a sharp rise. but no 
measure has been taken to trcat or supplcmcnt nater 
source. 

- Other extraordinan c~rc~~rnstanccs occur. under 
\\lilch the \\ater cxplo~tat~oi i  and use ~nus t  bc 
restrict cd 

4 Wlthdranal and suspension of pennlts 

Tlie ithdra\\ a1 and suspension of I alidlo of 
\\ater cxploltatioii and usc pcnnits shall bc effected 
in the follol\iilg cases 

a1 Organizat~ons and 1ildl1 iduals that explolt and 
use \\ ater breach contents stipulated 111 their pcnnlts. 

b/ Organl7ations and indi\ iduals that exploit and 
usc atcr lolatc pro\ Islons in Artlclc 23 of the La\\ 
on Watcr Resourccs. 

C/ Orgaiiizat1oiis and 1i1d1~ lduals that explolt and 
usc nater are dissolved or declared baikrupt. 

d/ Pennits ha1 e bccn granted ultra ires. 

C/ Permlts ha\ e been left unused for 1 1 ear 
\\ ithout an? plausible reasons. 

f1 When the coinpeteiit Statc agencles deem it 
nccessan to nitlidra\\ or suspend the ~ a l i d i h  of 
permits for dcfeiise or securi t~ reasons. or for 
national or public interests 

5 The competence to grant and ithdra\\ pennits 

a/ The Miii~str? of Agriculture and Rural 
De\ elopnlent shall grant and 11 itlidra\~ the folio\\ ing 

ater cxploltatioii and use pennits 

- Perlnits for \later cxploitatloii and use. \\it11 
regard to national important projects already 
approl ed b~ the Prime Minister. 

- Pernllts for underground ater exploratlon and 
explo~tat~on.  111t11 regard to concentrated \\ater 
exploitation projects \vith a flou of 1.000 in'/da) / 
nlght or more. 

- Permits for taking surface n ater for agriculture. 
~ndustp.  mining and dailj life 1~1th a flou of 2 m'/s 
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- Pcrt~lits for c\plo~tatron and use of \\atcr for 
clectr~c pones gencrat~on \\it11 an output of 500 hW 
01-c Inore 

b/ The Pcople's Comrn~t t cc~  oftlzc pro\ Inccs and 
ccntrall>-run c ~ t ~ c s  shall g1 ant and \\ ~thdra\ \  tlie 
fh l lo \ \~ng  htnds of \\atcl- c x p l o ~ t a t ~ o n  and use 
penlilts 

- Permits for csplol-at ion and csploitation of 
~~ndcrground I\ atcl-. I\ it11 rcgard to ~~~idcrground I\ atcr 
exploitation prqjccts. \\ it11 an c s p l o ~  tation go\\ of 
lcss tlian 1 .OOO m3/da~./nigIit: 

- Pcnn~ts  for tahlng sul-face \\ atcr for agrrcultural 
and industrial pr oductioii. mllllrig and dad? ltfc \I ~t l i  
a Ilo\\ of lcss tlian 2 m'/s. 

- Penlilts for c \p lo~ta t~on and LISC of \\atcr for 
electr~c po\\cr gcneratlon \I ltli an output oflcss tlian 
500 LW 

c /  The A l ~ ~ i ~ s t r ?  of  A g r ~ c u l t u ~ c  and RLII al 
DC\ clopment shall grant pcrrli~ts for c\plo~tat~on and 
use ol '~\atcr  resoul-ccs for otl ic~ purposes 111 I-I \CI  

baslns or ~nter-pro\ rnc~al \\ ater coriscn anc? I\ orL 
S? stcms. 

d l  Tlic People's Committees oftlic pro\ inccs and 
ccntrall? -run c ~ t r e s  sliall grant thc p c r m ~ t s  for 
c \p lo~ta t~on and ~ i s c  of \\ atcr recou~ ccs for otlicr 
purposcs I I I  r ~ \ e r  b a s ~ n s  or s j  stcmq of \ \a tcr  
conscrl  anc? I\ 01 hs \\ ~ t h ~ n  l o c a l ~ t ~ c s .  grant tlic 
pcrm~ts for c ~ p l o i t a t ~ o n  and ~ r sc  of \\ater In I 11 cr 
basrns andlor ~ n t c r - l ~ r o \  ~ n c ~ a l  atcr conser\ ant\ 

\\orb S> S~CIIIS ~111der the autl ior~/at~on oftlic Mit i~s tn  
of Agriculture and Rural DC\ elopnlent. 

e/ The agcnctes rn charge of State maiiagcmcnt 
01 er \vatcr rcsource sliall be compctcnt to \\ ~thdra\\  
those hinds of pcnnlts the? arc cotlipctellt to grant 

G Tlic M I I I I S ~ I - >  of A g r ~ c ~ ~ l t u r e  and Rural 
De\elopment sliall p rcsc r~bc  the procedures fbr 
grantrng \I ater rcsourcc c\plo~tat~on and use pcnlltts 

Article I l). - 

Rcsourccs arc cascs \\liere \ \ales resources are 
explotted and used for for-estn. I\ aten\ a? na\ igatiori. 
aqua t~c  and marlne pr-oduct culture. salt mahrng. 
sporls. cntcrtalnmcnt. tounsm. healthcare. con\ ales- 
ccncc andior sclcnt~fic rcsearcli. not for profit-maI\~~ig 
purposc 

Article 11.- Tlic r~glit to conduct \\accr through 
s t ~ p ~ ~ l a t c d  In A r t ~ c l c  3 3  of thc La\\ 011 Watcr 
R c s o ~ ~ r c c s  sliall complj  \\ 1t1i tlic pro\ lslons of 
41-t~clcs 274. 275. 2x2 and 283 of the CIIII  Code 

In cascs \ \ I i c~c  \ \atcr  I S  conducted b? prolecl 
mcacul cs the p1 q c c t  I ~ J  citor s shall ha\ c to c o i i ~ p l ~  
I\ 1111 tlic rl\ CS bas~n  /onlng and tlic \\ atcr conscn anc! 
\\orL s? ~ t c m  plarln~ng. and obta~n pcnl~tts s t ~ p ~ ~ l a t c d  
In Clausc 5 .  A ~ t ~ c l e  9 of this Decrcc fsom tlic 
agenc? ( ~ c s )  In charge of State managc~ncnt o\  cr 
I\ atcl rcsourccs 

Articlt' 12.- O ~ g a ~ i ~ / a t ~ o ~ i s  and 1nd11   duals \\lien 
15 isli~ng to supplcmcnt or change tlic~r atcr rcsourcc 
c \ p l o ~ t a t ~ o n  and usc l ~ u ~ p o s c s  and101 scalcs as 
s t~pu la t cd  In A r t ~ c l e  35  of tlic La\\ on Watel- 
Rcsourccs. shall h a \ c  to maLc appl~cattons for 
p c n n ~ t s  tlicrcfo~ and dra\\ up and s ~ ~ b r l i ~ t  p la~is  
thcrcon to thc Statc nialiagcment agcncles competent 
to grant pcn111ts defincd In Clausc 5 .  Arl~clc  9 of 
t l i~s  Decrcc 

STATE MANAGEMENT OVER WA4TER 
RESOlJRCES 

Article 13.- l'hc Mln~str? of A g r ~ c ~ ~ l t u r c  and 
Rural Dc \c lop~ncn t  sliall bc ans\zcrablc to the 
Go\ eninicnt for tlic pcrfor~ilancc of ~ t s  funct~on of 
Statc managcmcnt o\ er \\ater resource throughout 
tlic countn. ~ncludmg tlic fbllo\\ lng act11 ~ t ~ c s  

I A s s u m ~ n g  tlic prlmc r c s p o n s ~ b r l i t ~  and 
coordtnating \ \ ~ t l i  the coriccr-ned mlntstrres and 
branches. and tlic People-s Comm~t tees  of tlie 

1 T11e Pcople's Co~ll~ll~ttees of the pro\ 111ccs and 
pro\ Inces and centrail> -nm c~ t l c s  111 Sor~liulat~ng aiid 

centrall>-run c ~ t ~ c s  sliall p r c s c ~ ~ b c  tlie small-scale 
dtrect~ng tlic ~rnplcmcntat~on of s t ra tea .  p la~ui~ng.  

I\ atcr c \ p l o ~ t a t ~ o ~ ~  and use \\ ~tliin famil~cs as shpulated 
plans aiid p o l ~ c j  for n a t c r  resource protcctio~i. 

at Points a. b and c. Clause 2. Artrcle 24 of the La\\ 
e\plortatloli. use and dc\ elopment. prel c n t ~ n g .  

or1 Water Resources under tlic gu~dailcc of tlie Muilstr?, 
c o ~ u b a t ~ ~ i g  aiid 01 ercomrng coilsequences and 

of Agncullure aiid Rural DC\ elopnieiit 
Iiar~nful cffects caused I\ ater. d r a v  rng up and 

2 Water e \ p l o t t ~ t ~ o ~ i  and use cases st~pulated at s u b m ~ t t ~ n g  the l ~ s t  of rl\ er  basins to the P r ~ ~ n e  
Pollit e. Clause 2. Ar t~cle  24 of the La\\ on Water Miii~ster for dec~s io~ l  
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2 C o ~ i i p ~ l ~ n g  and subrn~t t~ng to thc Go\ cniment 
Ib r  l,i-om~~lgat~oii or prolnulgatrng accoldilig to ~ t s  
o\\ n conipetence legal documents. p1 oc~sxcs.  nllcs. 
standards and norins on I\ ~ t e r  resource 111 otcct~on. 
cxplo~tdt~on and usc. prc\ cntioii of. combat 'lga~nst 
and o\ crcoming ofconscqucnccs and 1ia1 mful effects 
caused b? \\atcr. 

3 S.i~itlicsi~ing and managing results ol' basic 
sur\ c!,. in\.cnton and asscssmcnt o f \ \  atcr- r c so~~rccs  
tliroughout the countn.: sctting up data base on \\ atcr 
rcaourccs. and conducting [hc  In\ c ~ i t o ~ - \  and 
asscssnicnl of \\ater rcsources \\ ~tilrri 11s lunctrons 
and management tasks: 

I Dccrdtrlg accord~ng to 11s o\\ n co~iil,ctcl~cc the 
r c g t r l ~ t ~ o n  and d~st r~but ion ol \ \  dtci r csources in 
decordance 111th tlic pro\ rslons 111 Clnusc i Art~clc  
7 of  t l l ~ s  Decree.  g ra i i t~ng .  11 ~t l idr  a\ \  1i1g and 
c x t c n d ~ u g  pc rn l~ t s  or a ~ ~ t h o ~ ~ / ~ r i g  tlic PCOPIC'S 
( o~nmrttccs ofthc pro\ inccs and cent1 all\ -nrn c ~ t ~ c s  
to grant. I\ ~tlidra\\ and cxtcnti 1x1 m ~ t \  I elated to 
I\ atcl rcsourccs. pc1 ~ i i ~ t s  for p1 dctlclns thc pr o b ~ n g  
d~ 111s gcograpli~cal sur\ c? s and proc;pcci~o~l and 
c o n s t r u c t ~ o i ~  of underground \\atcl c \ p l o ~ t a t ~ o ~ i  
\\ orhs accord111g to pro\ Islons of tIi15 Dccrcc 

5 D c c ~ d ~ n g  accordl~ig to ~ t s  o\\11 co~npi-.tcncc or 
proposing to tlic Pr i~i ic  ~ I I I I I ~ ~ L I  1 0 1  d c c i s ~ o n  
aleasurcs. tlie n i o b ~ l ~ / a t ~ o n  of I'QI ccs mdtc1 ~ a l s  and 
n?e,lns to prc\ cnt. combat ~ n d  o\ cl conic consc- 
qucnccs of floods aiid droughts and the l i ,~ndl~ng of 
~ncidents occurrliig to \I ater conscr\ anL\ \\or hs and 
olhcr liannful effccts caused b\ I\ atcr 

6 Organ~/iiig t1ic \\orl\ of spccral~/cd inspcctlon 
of \\ atcr resources. settl~iig d~sp~r tcs  complaints and 
denunciations undcr tlie l cg~s lo t ron  on I\ atcr  
rcsourccs. 

7 S~lmrnari/nig and proposing to tlic Go\ emnlctit 
for hand l~ng  inatters rclatcd to tlic ~n te rna t~ona l  
I clatioils In tlie doma~n of \\ atcr t csourccs. 

X Propos~ng to thc Go\ crlimcnt tiic funct~ons. 
tdshs. p o n e r s  and o r g a i i ~ / a t ~ o n a l  structure of 
agcnclcs In charge of State alanagcmcnt o\  cr \\ ater 
resources.  p r o p a g a t ~ n g  and d ~ s s e ~ n ~ i i a t ~ n g  thc 
legislation 011 atcr resources. 

C) Manag~ng tlie explo~tation and protect~on of 
\\ atcr conser\ ancl  uo rhs .  tlie flood and storin 
p rc l en t ion  and combat.  and forinulating aiid 
organiz~ng tlie real~zation of the prdgram for clean 
water and eii\~ironmental h! gleiie 111 rural areas 

Article 14.- I h e  m ~ n ~ s t r l c s .  min~ster~al - lc \  el 
agencies. agcncies attachcd to tlic Go\ crrimei~t shall. 
\\ ~ t h m  thcir respcct~\ c funct~ons and tasks. ha\ e to 
c a r n  out the folio\\ ing 

l Tlie Gcncral Department of' Mcteorolog~ and 
H! drolog? shall coordrnatc \\ ~ t h  the concerned 
n i ~ n i s t r i e s  and  branclics 111 \ \orhlng out and 
orgaill/lng thc implcmentat~on of annual and long- 
tcr11i 1.3la1is for bastc s u n  c! of the rcsen c and qual~t? 
of su rhcc  \\ atcl rcsourcc. 

2 The Mlnistn of Sc~cncc.  Tcclinolog~ and 
En \  rronmc~lt sllall c o o r d ~ n ~ ~ t c  \ \ ~ t l i  the co~icemed 
~ i i ~ n ~ s t r ~ c s  and branches 111 claborat~ng atcr quallh 
standards. controlling and 1111i1t111g acid ralns. 

3 Tlie I \ / l~~ustq  of Tndustn shall coord~natc 11 1t11 
tlic concertled ~ulnistries a id  branchcs 111 \\orEr~lig out 
and o r g a ~ i ~ / ~ n g  the aiuiual and long-tcmi plans for 
b a s ~ c  geological s u n  c! of underground u a t c r  
resource. formulat~ng the process of opc ra t~ng  
h?droclcctr~c rcscn olrs. as \\cl1 as plans for cnsunng 

p o ~ \  cr plants and tlic lntcgratcd c-q~lo~tat~on of \\ atcr 
sourccs. thcn submittuig tlie~ii to thc Pr i~nc Min~ster 
for dcc~sion. 

4 Thc h l ~ n ~ s t n  of Conin~unicatton and Trailsport 
sliall coord~natc \\ 1111 the M l n ~ s t n  of Agriculture and 
Rural DC\ clopmcnt and tlic conccmed mlnistnes aiid 
branches  In \ \orhlng out and  organl / lng  tlie 
~mplcmciitat~on ofplarin~ng o f \ \  aten\  a! na\ igatlon 
iict\\ orl\s. and collstructing I\ atern a) na\  gati ion 

orhs: 

5 Thc M ~ n ~ s t n  of Constn~ctron shall coord~nate 
n ~ t h  tlic Min~st r !  of  A g r ~ c u l t u r c  and Rural  
De l  clopmcnt and the conccrncd miiilstrics and 
branclics In n o r h ~ n g  out and organi / lng  tlic 
~mplemcntat~oii  of plann~ng for \\ater supp l~  and 
drainage 111 ~ r b a n  areas. lndustr~al /ones aiid dcnsel! 
populated areas. 

6 Tlle M ~ n i s t r ~ ,  of Aquatrc Reso'L~rces shall 
coord~~la tc  \\1tl1 tlic Mtmstn of Agriculture and Rural 
Dc\clopincnt and tlic concerned n l ~ ~ i i s t r ~ c s  and 
bra~iches 111 \\orhii~g o u ~  and organimg the implc- 
mcntahon of pla~iiiiilg for protect1oii. e\ploitation and 
use of \\ater sources for d e ~  eloplneilt of doinest~c 
aquatlc resources. 

7 The M i n ~ s t n  of Plailnilig and In\ estment sliall 
c o o r d ~ ~ i a t e  v ~ t l i  the coilcer~lcd lnlnistrles and 
branches 111 s j  ntl~esiziiig plans for 1111 esting funds 
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In projects for managcmcnt. pr otcction. c\plo~tatioii 
dnd usc of \\ atcr I esourccs. as \\ cl1 as for c\  cntlon 
of. combat aga~iist and o\ crcoming of conscquenccs 
and l i a rmf~~l  effects caused b! \\ atcr. tlicn submltt~ng 
them to the Prime M ~ n ~ s t c r  for d c c ~ s ~ o n .  

X The M1111stq of Finance shall coord~nate I\ 1t11 
the M ~ n r s t n  of Agr lcul t~~rc  and Rural De\ clopment 
In formulat~ng p o l ~ c ~ c s  on \\ atcr rcsource tax as \\cl1 
as \\ atcr rcsourcc managcmcnt chargcs and lecs. then 
submit them to tlie P r~n le  M ~ n ~ s t e ~  for dcc~s~o t i  

Article 15.- Tlic Pcople's Comm~ttccs of thc 
p1 o\ inces and ccntrall? -nm c ~ t ~ c s  shall ha\ c to 

1 \Yolk out and direct tlic ~ i i a t c r ~ a l i / ~ l t ~ o ~ i  of 
planning and plans for \\ater rcsourcc pr otect~on. 
e\ploitation. usc and de\elop~ncnt. tlic prc\ent~on 
of. combat against and o\ crcoiiirng of conscqucnccs 
and harmful effccts caused b! \ \a ter  in t l i e ~ r  
reupcctl\ e local~t~cs .  

2 G u ~ d c  the r~iiplc~iicntatio~i of r c g ~ ~ l a t ~ o n s  oftlic 
Go\ crnmcnt and tlie mlnlstries 011 I\ ate1 rcsourcc 
nianagcmcnt. protcctlon. c\ploitat~on and use. the 
PI c\ cntlon of. co~libat agaliist and o\ crcomlng of 
conscquenccs and lian~iful cffccts C ~ L I S C ~  b! I\ ater 
In their rcspectn e loca l~ t~cs .  

3 O r g a n ~ r c  and d ~ r c c t  tlic b a s ~ c  cur\c>.s. 
in\ cnton and assessment of 11 ater resources 111 t l ic~r 
I -cspcct~\  e l o c a l ~ t ~ c s  ~ ~ n d e i  tlic g u ~ d a n c c  of tlie 
M ~ n ~ s t n  of Agriculture and Rural DC\ clopmcnt aiid 
tlic concerned lnlnlstr~es and branclics. 

4 Grant. \\ itlidra\\ and extend pcrru~ts on \\ atcr 
resources. p e r m ~ t s  for p r a c t ~ c l ~ i g  p rob~ng  drills. 
gcolog~cal s u n  e>s. prospcctlon and constructron of 
underground \l ater exploitat~on \z orhs accord~iig to 
tlic pro\ J S J O I ~ S  of this Dccrcc and gu~dancc of the 
M ~ n i s t n  of Agriculturc and Rural DC\ clopmcnt. 
rcgulatc and distrlbutc \\ atcr rn t l ic~r local~ttes under 
the gu~daiice of the M1111stq of Agr~culturc and R~lral 
Del clopmcnt. 

5 D e c ~ d e  measures. m o b ~ l i ~ e  forces. matcnals 
and nleans to  prc\  ent. combat  and 01 ercome 
consequences of floods and droughts. deal \\it11 
~ncideiits occumng to n atcr consen ancy norhs and 
liar~nful effects caused b! \later In t l ie~r respectile 
localities under tlic guidance of tlie Minlstq of 
Agriculture and Rural Dex elopment. 

6 O r g a n i ~ e  tlie ~ i i s p e c t ~ o ~ l  of 11 ater resources. 

settle 01 tahc part 111 sct t l~ng ~ I S I I L L ~ C S  o \ e r  \\ater 
resource5 and lialidlc . ~ o l n t ~ o ~ r i  ol'tlic legislat~on on 
\I atcr  resources In l l ~ c ~ r  rc5pcct1\ e l o c a l ~ t ~ e s  
accnl d ~ n g  to tlicrr compctcncc pro\ ~ d c d  for In A~- t~c lc  
62 of the La\\ on Water Rcsourccs and other ]a\\ 
pro\ I S I ~ J ~ Y  ~ ~ r o l ~ a g ~ ~ t c  dnd d~\\cmrnatc the Icg~slat~on 
on I\ atcr rcrour ce m the~r  I cspectl\ c local~t~cs .  

7. Obscn c tlle international agr-ccmel~ts \\hjcli 
thc Socialist Kcpuhl~c of V ~ c t ~ l a n ~  has signcd 01- 

acccdcd to. 

X .  Dcf'~~!e the h ~ g i c n c  ~)~-otcc t ing /ones and 
i.xcscribc small scales of'\,\ atcr rccorlrcc csploitation 
and use a:: PI-o\ ~ilcd Sor in ( ' l a ~ ~ s e  1 .  AJ-ticlc 10 cl' 

this Dccrci: 

Article I6 .  - 

1 The Nat~onal  W<~tc r  Resouice Counc~ l  as 
dciincd In Art~cle 67 ol'tlic La\\ on Water Rcsourccs 
q11'1ll the task ol ad\ crcls~nr? the Go\ crnmcnt on 

b! C o n s i d c r ~ ~ ~ g  nlid l-atlfj 1112 tllc L O J ~ I J ~ ~ S  01' hi!: 
ri\-cr basins: 

d /  ProJccts for \ \ a t e r  resourcc protection. 
c\;l.,loitatio~l and use. \\111cIi nl-c decided b! the 
60i C; : : i l i : . i ; [ .  pi 'C7, ~ ~ l l l i . ) l i  .:l'. ~ O l l i ! l i i (  : igalll~t illid 
o \  c~.coil~iilg of  iiooii cc>ilscijiicliccs and otlicr l i am~I '~~ /  
effects caused l)! \\ atci-: 

c i  Mandg~i~g .  protcct~ng. c \p lo~t~i ig  and usi~ig 
~ntcrnat~onal  \ \ater  sourccs ,ind sc t t l~ng d ~ s p r ~ t c s  
arlslng tliercfroni 

fi Sctt l~ng d ~ s p ~ ~ t c s  o\ er I\ 'Iter I csourccs among 
thc mlnlstrlcs and t~ r~ inc l i c~ .  b c t ~ \ e n l  thc m~n~s t r t e s  
o r  branclics and the Pcoplc-s Comm~ttccs of the 
pro\ rnccs and ccnt~ ~ l l \  -run titles. and among the 
pro\ inces aiid ccntrall? -rtul c ~ t ~ c s  

2 Thc cs t ab l~s l i~ncn t  and tlic rcgula t~on on 
orgam~at lon and opcratlon of the Nat~onal Water 
Rcsourcc Counc~l  cliall bc dec~dcd b? tlic P r ~ m c  
Mm~stcr  

Article 17.- The agcncles aianaglng tlie ri\ er  
basin zonlngs dcfincd In Artlclc 64 of tlic La\\ 011 

Water Resources arc spcc~fied as follo\\s 

1 Bas~ng  hin~hcrsc l fon the approj ed 11st of ri\ er 
b a s ~ n s .  tlie Mlnister of Agr~cu l tu re  and Rural 
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Dc\~elopmcnt shall decide the cstablishii~cnt and the 
specific regulation on organi~atlon and operation of 
the agencies to inanage the /oii~iigs of' Red rl\ er- 
Thai Bmli ri\ er and Mchong r n  er  bas~ns .  

2 The prcs~dciits ol'tlic Pcoplc .; Coinmittccs of 
tllc pro\ ~iices and cciiti all? -run c l t~cs  shall d e c ~ d e  
tlic cstablislimcnt and tlic regulation on organi/atioi~ 
ancl opcratlon of thc agencics to nldn~igc the r l \cr  
basln lonings \ \ ~ t l i  i c g a ~ d  to 1 1 1 ~ 1 4  \\itIi111 t l i c~ r  
rcspccti\ c loca l~ t i c s  uiidcr thc guidance of the 
h l ~ n l s t n  of A g r ~ c u l t u ~ c  and Rural Del clop~ucnt 

Article 18.- Thc s?stcm oi' orgai i~/a t io~ls  for 
spcciali/cd inspcctlon of atcl resource 

I Tlic s p c c ~ a l t / c d  Inspectora te  on \ \ a t e r  
resources at tlie central Ic\ cl is attachcd to tlic 
M l n ~ s t n  of Agriculture and Rural Del clopment. 

2 The spec~al~/ed ~iispcctorates on 11 atcr resource 
at the local I c ~ e l s  arc attached to the pro\~ncia l /  
iiiuii~cipal S e r ~  ices of  Agl l c u l t u ~  e and Rural  
DC\ clopmcnt 

T h e  e l a b o r a t ~ o n  and p r o m u l g a t i o ~ l  of  the  
KcguIat~on on opcration ol 'spec~al~/ed ~iispectoratcs 
on \\ater resources at all le\ cls shall be dccidcd b? 
tlic Go\ cl-nmcnt 

IMPLEMENTATION PROVlSlOhS 

Article 1%- T h ~ s  Dccrcc takes cKcct l 5  da? s after 
~ t s  sigll~ug The pre\ ~ o u s  stipulations \\Iiich are 
contran to this Decree are no\\ allnullcd 

Article 20.- The Minister of Agricultt~rc and 
Rural De\ clopment. other ministers and heads ofthc 
conce rned  b ranches  shal l  h a v e  t o  g u ~ d c  tlic 
~mpiementation of this Decree 

Articlr 21.- The miiilsters. tlie heads of tlie 
i i i ~ n ~ s t c r ~ a l - l c ~  cl agenclcs. the heads of the agencies 
attached to tlic Go\ cmmcnt and the pres~deiits of the  
Pcople's Committees oftlie pro\ iiiccs and ccntrall> - 
run cities sliall ha\ e to implement this Dccrce 

On the behalf'c!f'tlze Ciovernment 
Prime Minister 

P H A N  VAN KHAI - 


