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DECISION NO. 110/1999/QD-BNN-DCDC OF 
OCTOBER 11, 1999 ON CONTENTS AND 
CRITERIA FOR SEDENTARY FARMING AND 
RESIDENCE 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

I-'zlr.~uaiif to Dectdee ,Lro. 73,CI' of ,'v-o\~e~nher 1". 
1995 of fhe  C;o\le~r?rner~t or? theftlnction, tasks, po1i.er.s 
ancl o1*ga/7izatioria/ s t r u c t ~ i ~ e  o,f the .\'Ji/ii.vt/y of 
.Ig/*ic~i/tzrre a/lcJ Xural Dc~:elop/ile/it; 

Puvsuat7t fo Deci.\.ioi7 iZ:o. 05/1998/'Q1)-7'7 of 
Ja/7uary 14, 1998 of the Prirlie i\fi/ii.ster oii f ke  
nzaiiagenlent of the nalior~al target plaograrns; 

.It the proposa/ of the Head of the Departtnetit 
for Sedelita/duy Favniirig and Re.ridence and h'elt~ 
Ecor?o/nic Zones, 

DECIDES: 

Chupter I 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Article 1.- Tliis Decision provides for the contents 
of the work of sedentary farming and residence (SFR) 
and tllc criteria to determine and classify the objects 
of SFR. in senice  of the management and guidance 
of SFR in the new conditions. under conformity wit11 
the realistic situation in the mountain areas of our 
country at present. 

Article 2.- Sedentary farming and residence is a 
major undertaking and policy of the Party and tlie 
State. a positive and efficient measure to s o l ~ ~ e  the 
question of nomadic farming and residence with a 
~ ~ i e n .  to acli ie~ing socio-economic development in the 

d resources lnountain areas and protecting the natur* l 
and environment of the country. 

To c a r n  out sedentary farming and residence is 
to rearrange the population. reorganize production and 
build a new countqside for the section of the ethnic 
nlinorities who are still practicing nomadic farming 
and rcsidcnce. thus helping to promote social progress 
and strengthen national security and defense. 

Article 3.- SFR alms to create conditions for tlie 
section of the ethnlc lillnorltles In the lnountaln 
reglons ho are s t ~ l l  practlclng nornad~c farming b! 
deforcstatton to hale  thelr habttatrons and f,lr~u land 
or stable jobs grndually reduce hunger nnd pokert?. 
contllbutlng to tlie protectlon of forests. protectlon of 
the ccologlcdl em lronment 

Article -1.- The task of SFR is to persuade. guide. 
help and organize the people still practicing no~nadic 
farming and residence or who h a - e  become sedcntcd 
their residence but are still practicing nomadic 
farming to build bases for sedentary far~ning and 
residence and to stabilize production and life. 

Article 5.- Basic contents of SFR: 

- To help the family households to create stable 
produclion nzcans (chiefly farm land including plain 
and sloping land) and de~relop production. 

- To help rearrange the population and build a 
new countqsidc. 

- To help in\.cst in building the essential ulatcrial 
bases in sen.ice of production and life. 

- To de~relop tlie on-the-spot human resources. to 
train and foster tlie contingent of grassroots cadres, 
to raise the knowledge and production skill of the 
population. 

Article 6.- SFR is targeted at the fanlily house- 
holds and the hamlets and communes of tlle ethnic 
minorities in the mountain areas n h o  still practice 
nornadic fanning and residence or who ha1.e sedented 
their residence but still practice nonladic farming. 

Article 7.- These terms in the Dccislon are 
construed as follows: 

- Nomadic farming and residence is the form of 
unstable farming and residence which depends for 
livehood clliefly on deforestation and plorving of 
~.irgin land for cultivation of food crops by exploiting 
the land for self supply. 

- Sedentdn rcs~dence and nomadic fdrnllng 1s tlie 
for111 111 n h ~ c h  resldencc has becon~e settled and part 
of the l m d  has been put to stable farnung but 
production cannot )et meet the need 111 food. and 
deforest,ition for farm land is s t~l l  necessan 

- Sedent,lr! S:lrmlng and residence 1s the state In 
n l i ~ c h  fc~rnilng and resldencc hale been stabillled. 
deforestatloll for farm land 11'1s stopped as \\ell as 
non~adlc resldencc and food shortage between t v o  
crops Tlle sedentdr! l~ouseholds  ha1 e cnougli 
production ~neans  for stable farming (cli~efl! S<I~III 
land). and the sedentan lldmlets and communes ha1 e 
enough esscnt~dl mnter~al bases to ensure product~on 
and l ~ f e  

- Stable production means (cluefly farm land) such 
as: 

+ Wet fields. terrace fields. hill!, fields for ~ntensive 
stable and long-term cul t i~  ation of food crops. 

+Land planted ~ t l l  lndustrlal trees. speclalty trees 
frult trees J ledlng lncolne 

+Pastures and ponds or lakes to develop li\.estock 
breeding. 
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+ Forests and forest land ~vhich  have been 
allocated to the farnilles for exploitation or asslgned 
under contract for long term protection. 

+ Residential land and famlly household gardens. 

- Essential lnaterial bases in sen,ice of production 
and life co~llposed of: 

+ Slnall and mediuln water consen8ancy ~vorks in 
sen.icc of il-1tensil.e culti\.ation. 

+ Roads lirlking hamlets and \,illages in sen~ice 
of communication. production. goods circulation and 
supply of services to the people in the area. 

+- Public utility works such as schools. classrooms, 
health stations, rnedicii~e chests. water supply 
facilities . . .  to ensure schooling. health care and 
improvement of the cultural and spiritutal life of the 
people. 

- To develop on-the-spot human resources is to 
create conditions for the people to raise their 
knowledge in all aspects of social life. To train and 
foster the contingent of grassroots cadres on how to 
organize productioll and manage society. 

Clzupter IZ 

CONTENTS OF SEDENTARY FARMING 
AND RESIDENCE 

Article K.- To c a r n  out the propaganda and 
dissemination of the undertaking and policy on SFR 
of the Party and the State. the good experiences and 
models in carrying out SFR: to promote the actirities 
of the niass organizations aimed at arousing the 
a\12areness of the people and get them take part in 
SFR of their own free will. 

Article 9.- To survey and have a fir111 grasp of the 
socio-economic situation and the area of the objects 
of SFR. to work out the SFR plan of the p r o ~ ~ i i ~ c e  and 
district and the SFK project of the coInlnune suited to 
the coillmo~l de\~elopment trend and tlle capacity in 
land and labor of each locality. On this basis. to draw 
up concrete quarterly. yearly and long-term plans for 
realization. 

Article 10.- To plan the appropriate land. plants 
and aillrnals for plantlng food crops, industrial trees 
specialty trees. fruit trees. plailt and exploit forests, 
de\.elop trades and crafts to ensure stable income to 
supplant ilonlad~c farmlng 

Article 11.- To arrange the population. to bulld a 
nev countn s ~ d e  To gude  the population on horn to 
c a m  out effectlr e produchon and business. to promote 
agriculture and forestq step b~ step to illtroduce 
scielltific and technlcdl ad\ dnces into production and 
life. to create colld~tions for the population to Integrate 

\\1t11 the conlinoll le\,el ~n tile reglon. to preserve and 
develop the national identity. 

Article 12.- To build the essential ~naterial bases 
in service of production and life. to ensure sustainable 
sedentary farming and residence. 

Article 13.- To adopt the plan to train and foster 
grassroots cadres who can organize production and 
manage soclet! In the locality \\here sedentar~ 
farllllng and rcsldcricc has been con~~plcted To 
orgame study tours and popularize the experiences 

and raise the le\ el of knowledge of the population 

Clzupter IIZ 

CRlTERIA FOR DETERMINING AND 
CLASSIFYING THE OBJECTS OF SFR 

Article Id.- Criterla for determining noilladic 
farming and residence. 

- A household IS sald to be nolnad~c In f;~r~nlng 
and residence \\\.hen ~t has little or no land for stable 
farming and depends for ~ t s  11\ ellhood mainlj on the 
lllcoIne from deforestat~on for ilo~nadic farnung (from 
50% upward) It h'is no f i ~ e d  residence and moves 
n h e r e ~ e r  it has created a snidden 

- A l~arlllet or village is said to be nomadic when 
it has from 50'% uplvard of its housel~olds practicing 
nomadic farming and residence. 

Article 15.- Criteria for determining sedentary in 
res~dcncc but no~nadic in farming: 

- A household is said to be sedentan in resideilce 
but ilomadic in farming when it has a stable place of 
l i ~ i n g  and part of its land has been put to stable 
farming. It depends for 50% - 880% of its source of 
living on this stable farm land. 

- A hamlet or corllliluIle is said to be sedentary in 
residence but ilon~adic in farlning when it has from 
50% upward of its ho~~sel~olds  sedentary in residence 
but normad~c in farming. 

The hamlets and comlnunes which ha1.e less than 
50'% of their households sedentary in residence but 
l~onladic in farming are called halnlets or communes 
n-it11 households sedentary in residence and nomadic 
in fariiling. 

Article 16.- Criteria for determining objects of 
SFR: 

- Hamlets or comnluiles nhlch have from 50% 
tip\\ ard of thelr housel~olds nomadlc in Earnllng and 
residence or sedentary III resldellce but nomadic in 
f a r ~ n ~ n g  are llalnlets or communes targeted b~ the SFR 
program 
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-Hamlets or communes which have less than 50% 
of their households still nomadic in residence and 
farming or sedentary in residence but nomadic in 
farming are called hamlets or communes with 
households targeted by the SFR program. 

Article 17.- Criteria for determining basic 
completion of SFR: 

- A household is said to have basically con~pleted 
sedentary farming and residence when it no longer 
suffers fro111 food deficiency between two harvests, 
no longer has to deforest for far111 land and is no longer 
nomadic in residence. They are determined by the 
following criteria: 

+ 80% and nlore of the value of its income to 
ensure its livelihood come from production on the 
stable farm land. 

+ It has enough water for its daily use. 

+ It has a stable place of living. a family garden 
and has livestock to raise. 

- A hainlet or commune is said to have basically 
conlpleted SFR when it has 85% and more of its 
households having basically completed SFR 
(compared to the total of households of that hainlet 
or comnlune targeted by the SFR program.) 

-Districts and provinces are said to have basically 
con~pleted SFR when they have from 85% upward of 
households having basically completed SFR 
(compared to the total of households in these districts 
or provinces targeted by the SFR program). 

- The State shall continue to assist and invest in 
building the infrastructure and develop production 
through other socio-economic programs in order. to 
achieve sustainable sedentary farming and residence. 

IMPLEMENTATION ORGANIZATION 

Article 18.- The Agriculture and Rural Develop- 
ment Service, the Sub-Department (Commission) for 
Sedentary Farming and Residence and New Economic 
Zones of the provinces targeted by the SFR program 
shall base themselves on the contents and criteria 
stipulated in this Decision to revise and classify the 
objects (nomadic in farming and residence, sedentary 
in residence and nomadic in farming and those 
which have basically completed SFR) as basis for the 
management and guidance for effective implemen- 
tation of the SFR program. 

integrated report to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development. 

Article 19.- T h s  Decision takes effect 15 days after 
its signing. Earlier stipulations which are contrary to 
this Decision are now annulled. 

Article 20.- The head of the Ministg .S Ofice, the 
heads of the unlts attached to the Ministry. the 
D~rectors of the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Services. the heads of the sub-departments 
(Commlssion Chiefs) for Sedentag Farming and 
Residence and Nev Econoiiiic Zones of the mountnin 
pro1 inces or provinces having mountaln areas shall 
ha\ e to implement this Dec~slon 

For the Minister oJAgriculture und 
Rurul Ilevelopment 

Mce Minister 
NGUYEN VAN DANG 

The Department for Sedentary Farming and 
Residence and New Economic Zones shall help the 
Ministry organize, guide, inspect and urge the 
grassroots i n  the  implementation. Quarterly 
biannually. and annually, they shall make an 


