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FORESTRY LAND TO ORGANIZATIONS,  
H O U S E H O L D S  A N D  1NDlVIDUALS FOR 
STABLE AND L O N G - T E R M  USE FOR 
FORESTRIAL PURPOSES 

THE GOVERNMENT 

I ' L / ~ . Y z / u ! I ~  10 the I,au, oti Or~gnr~~zn t~o t i  o f ' t he  
(;ovevnnrent o f'Septerrrher~ 30, l 9 92: 

I-'ur.\.~rnrit f o  111e Law) or1 I;ot.c.st I'r*ntecfioti (117d 
IIe\~eloprtretit c? f .4 ~lgust 19, 199 I; 

1'ztr.szinrit to the .Jrrl\j 13. 1993 /,n/7cl IL IH~  ntid the 
Llecet~rher 2, 1998 I,nit~..ltlrer7rl'itig a~idS~/pplonentr t~g 
n .2'z/r7iher c$. 1rticle.s (?/ '[he /,nr~d Lnn,: 

:l t the p~opo.sn1 oft17~ :\/irristty of: I ~ T I c I ~ / ~ L / I * ~  nt7tl 
l i ~ ~ r u l  l ) e~ !c loprr ren~  nntl f h e  (iener-a1 Lnnti 
..lt/rtritii.sfrotioi~ 

DECREES: 

Chupter I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1.- Scope of regulation 

Tlus Decree pro\ ides for tlie assignment of forcstq 
land b! tlie State to organl~atlons. Iiouseholds and 
ind~v~duals  for stable and long-term use In thc form 
of land assignment n~ thou t  collecting land use Ie\j. 
and tlie lcas~ng of forestn 1:11id by thc Statc 

Article 2.- Forcstry land 

Forcstq land prcscr~bcd In t h ~ s  Decree ~ncludes 

1 Land with natural forcsts. land n ~ t h  planted 
forests 

2 Land n ~ t h  no forests but planlied to be used for 
forestr~al purposes such as afforestat~on. marked off 
for tendering arid protectlon for naturc rehabilitat~on. 
forestn research and c\per~mentat~on 

Article 3.- Usc purposcs of forestq l m d  

The State sllall asslgn and lcase forestn land to 
organl/atlons. households and ~ndl\llduals for stable 
and long-term use for forest1 ~ a l  purposes. \F hlcli 
i~lcludcs the follonlng types 

1. Special-use forest land. which is the forestry 

land area planned for building and dc.ileloping forests 
to preserve the nature: specimens of the national forest 
ecology. gene pools of forcsi flora and fauna: scientific 
research. protection of historical and cr~lt l~ral  relics 
and scenic places. scning rest arid recreation and 
tourism. protection of the ecological cn\.ironmcnt. 
including: 

a/ National parks. 

bl Naturc conscn ;ltlorr fnrc<tq 

cl Cultural. h~stor~cal .  cn\ lronmcnt (landscape 
protection) foresLs 

2. Protection forcst land. r\.liicli is the forestn- land 
area planned for building and de~,eloping forests 
m;~inlq to protect water sources and soil. prelcnt 
erosion. rcducc natural calamities. regulate the climate 
and contribute to tlic protection of the ecological 
cn\.ironnient. including: 

a/ Headnatcr protcctlon forcst land classified 11110 

\ c n  1mport;lnt protcct~on areas. 1mpor1,lnt protectlon 
,Ire,ls ,tnd less Importnnt protcctlon nre'ts. 

b/ Wnd- or sand-sh~cld~ng protcctlon forcst land. 

C/  Sed \ \ a \ e - s I i~c ld ing  or  s ~ a - ~ ~ ~ c r o ~ ~ c l i ~ ~ i g  
protcctlon forest land. 

dl Protcct~on forest Innd to protect tlie ecolog~cnl 
ell\ lronincnt 

3. Production forest land. ~vIiich..is the forestry 
land area planned mainll- for producing and dealing 
in forcst trees. other forcst products. forest spccialties. 
forest Sa'auna. in conlbination wit11 protecting the 
ecological en\~ironment. 

Article 4.- Oqlccts to be ass~gned Sorcstn land 
b! the State 

The State shall asslgn forcstr! land \ \ ~ t h o u t  
collecting land use le\) to the follonlng objects 

1. Households and i~idi~.iduals directly engaged 
in forestry. agriculture. f i shcn  and salt-making 
activities that yield the nlajor source of income for 
tlieir li\>clihood. \vhich is certified by Peoplc's 
Com~nittecs of the commune. ward or to\\,nsl~ip where 
csists tlie forestn- land: 

2 The boards of managclnent of spcc~al-usc or 
protectlon forests. 

3 State entcrprlscs currcntl! using forestn land 
ass~gned by the Statc prior to Jailuaq l", 1999. 

-I Fores t r j  b r e e d ~ n g  stations. farnls a n d  
enterprises. schools. vocational trainlng schools. 

5 Othcr organl/atlons of d~ffercnt econonllc 
sectors that were ass~gned forestn land bj the State 
prlor to Januan 1". 1999 under the Go\erniiient's 
Dccree No 02ICP of Januan 15. 1994 may contlnue 
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to use such land until the expiq~of the land assignment 
duration. Upon the expiry of the land assignment 
duration. they must shift to the forestry land-leasing 
form. 

6. Units of the people's armed forces using forestry 
land in combination with defense. 

Article 5.- Objects to be leased forestry land by 
the State 

The State shall lease land to the following objects 
for forestrial use: 

1. Households and individuals, including those 
prescribed in Clause 1, Article 1 of this Decree. that 
have a demand and are capable of using forestry land 
for production and business: 

2. Domestic organizations of all economic sectors; 

3. Foreign organizations and individuals. 

ASSIGNING LAND, LEASING LAND, 
GRANTING FORESTRY LAND USE-RIGHT 

CERTIFICATES 

Article 6.- Assigning forestry land to households 
and individuals 

1. Households and individuals that have been 
assigned forestry land by the State undcr the 
Government's Decree No. 021CP of January 15, 1991 
may continue to use such land in a stable and long- 
term manner and shall be granted land-use right 
certificates. 

2. Households currently using forestry land in 
excess of the quota prescribed in Clause 1 ,  Article 13 
of this Decree before January l", 1999 may continue 
to use such land in a stable and long-term manner 
and shall be granted land-use right certificates. 

Article 7.- Assigning forestry land planned for 
building and developing special-use forests 

1 .  The State shall assign to the  Board of 
Management of National Parks, the Board of 
Management of Nature Conservation Parks. the Board 
of Management of Cultural, Historical Areas and the 
Environment (hereinafter collectively referred to as 
the Boards of Management of Special-Use Forests) 
for management and use the forestry land planned 
for building and developing special-use forests under 
decisions of the Prime Minister or the presidents of 
the People's Committees of the provinces and 
centrally-run cities. 

2. The Boards of Management of Special-Use 

Forests shall assign forestry land through contracts 
to households currently living in the strictly-protected 
zones where there are not enough conditions to move 
them out of these zones. according to the Regulation 
on the contractual assignment of land by State 
enterprises for agricultural. forestrial and aquacultural 
purposes issued together with the Government's 
Decree No. OlICP of Januan 1. 1995. 

3. For ecological rehab~litation zones, the Boards 
of Management of Special-Use Forests shall assign 
through contracts to households living in such zones 
for protection and afforestation. 

4. For special-use forests with buffer zone projects 
but the area of the buffer forestry land is not 
incorporated in the planning of such special-use 
forests, the assignment or leasing of such buffer 
forestry land shall comply with the provisions in 
Clause 2, Article 8, and Article 9 of this Decree. 

Article 8.- Assigning forestry land planned for 
building and developing protection forests 

1. The State shall assign forestry land planned for 
building and developing headwater protection forests 
to the Boards of Management of Protection Forests 
under decisions of the Prime Minister or the presidents 
of the  provincial People's Committees for 
management. protection and building according to 
the approved planning and plan. 

2. The State shall assign forestry land planned for 
building and de~reloping less important protection 
forests, land of scattered headwater protection forests 
where there are not enough conditions for setting up 
a Board of Management of Protection Forests and 
various types of protection forest land prescribed at 
Points b, c and d, Clause 2, Article 3 of this Decree to 
other organizations: households and individuals for 
management,  protection, afforestation and 
exploitation according to the guidance of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development. 

3. Organizations, households and individuals 
using protection forest land must observe the 
pro\,isions of tlle land legislation and forest protection 
and development legislation. 

Article 9.- Assigning forestry land planned for 
building and developing production forests 

The State shall assign forestry land planned for 
building and developing production forests to 
households, individuals and domestic organizations 
prescribed in Clauses 1. 3. 4, 5 and 6. Article 1. and 
Article 6 of this Decree for use in forestrial production. 

Article 10.- Leasing forestry land 

The State sllall lease forestry land to Vietnamese 
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organizations, households and individuals and foreign 
organizations and individuals for forestrial uses as 
follows: 

1. Land planned for building and developing 
production forests: 

2. Headwater protection forest land in  less 
important regions and various types of protection 
forest land prescribed at Points b, c and d, Clause 2, 
Article 3 of this Decree. 

3 .  Special-use forestry land for dealing in 
landscapes, ecological tourism under the forest canopy 
according to the regulations of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. 

Article 11.- Contracting forestry land 

1. The Boards of Manage~nent of Special-Use 
Forests, the Boards of Management of Protection 
Forests and State enterprises which are assigned or 
leased forestry land by the State shall contract forestry 
land according to the Regulation on contractual 
assignment of land by State enterprises for 
agricultural, forestrial and aquacultural purposes, 
issued together with the Government's Decree No. 
OIICP of January 1. 1995 and the Prime Minister's 
Decision No. 18711999lQD-TTg of September 16, 
1999 regarding the renewal of organization and 
nianagerial nlechanisnl in State-run forestry farms. 

2. Organizations, households and individuals that 
have planted agricultural perennial trees on forestry 
land without forests which is now assigned by the 
State to enterprises. if suited to the approved projects, 
shall shift to the forestry land-contracting form in 
accordance with the Regulation on contractual 
assignment of land by State enterprises for 
agricultural, forestrial and aquacultural purposes, 
issued together with the Government's Decree No. 
Ol/CP of January 4, 1995 or to the forestry land- 
leasing form. 

Article 12.- Bases for assignment and leasing of 
forestry land 

1. The forestry land fund of each locality 

2. The present situation of the management and 
use of forestry land by organizations, households and 
individuals. 

3. The assigned or leased forestry land quotas 
prescribed in Article 13 of this Decree. 

4. The organizations' forestry land use demand 
written in the projects approved by the competent State 
agencies;  the households' and individuals '  
applications for land assignment or leasing certified 
by the commune-level People's Committees of the 

localities where forestry land is located. 

Article 13.- Quotas of assigned and leased forestry 
land 

1. Quotas of forestry land assigned to houseliolds 
shall  be decided by the provincial People's 
Committees but nlust not exceed 30 hectares. 

2. Quotas of forestry land assigned to organizations 
according to projects shall be approved by the 
competent State agency(ies). 

3. Quotas of forcstn~ land leased to organizations 
according to projects shall bc approved by the 
competent State agency(ies): Quotas of forestry land 
leased to households and individuals shall depend on 
their land-leasing applications . 

4. For uncultivated land, bare hills, coastal sand 
land and sea-encroaching land, the quotas of land 
assigned to households for forestrial use shall be 
decided by the provincial People's Committees, 
depending on the local land fund and their production 
capacity, ensuring the in~plen~entation of the policy 
to encourage and create favorable conditions for the 
exploitation and use of these types of land for forestrial 
purposes. 

Article 14.- Forestry land assign~nent and leasing 
durations 

1. The forestry land assignment duration is 
prescribed as follows: 

a1 The land assignment duration applicable to 
organizations prescribed in Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 6 ,  
Article 4 of this Decree shall conform to the projects 
approved by the competent State agency: 

b/ The land assignment duration applicable to 
organizations prescribed in Clause 5, Article 4 of this 
Decree shall last until the expiry of the duration 
already assigned by the State; 

c/ The land assignnlent duration applicable to 
households and individuals for stable and long-term 
use shall be 50 years. Upon the expiry of this duration, 
if the land users wish to continue using such forestry 
land and during the course of using such land they 
have strictly observed the land legislation and the 
forest protection and development legislation; they 
shall be considered and assigned such land by die 
competent State agency for continued use. If they plant 
trees with a cycle of over 30 years, after the expiry of 
this duratlon they shall still be assigned land for use. 

2. The forestry land assignment duration is 
calculated as follows: 

a/ For organizations, households or individuals 
that were assigned forestry land by the State from 
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October 15. 1993 bachuards. t h e ~ r  forcstn land 
assigilrrient duration slinll be unlfor~ul! calculated 
from October 15 1993. 

b! For organi~atlons. l~ousel~olds or 1ndi1 iduals 
that were assigned forestry land after October 15. 
1993. thelr forestn land assignment duratlo~i shall 
be calculated from tlie date of ass~gnnzeiit 

3 .  Tlic forcstry land- leas ing dura t ion for 
organizations. llousel~olds and indi~~iduals shall bc 
dctcr~nined on the basis of the prqjccts appro~cd  b! 
the conlpetcnt State ;lgencies or tlie land-leasing 
applicatious of liouseliolds or indi\.iduals but niust 
not exceed 50 ycars. 

Where a project needs to lease forestry land for a 
durat~on of iuore than 50 !cars. 11 must be dcc~ded b? 
the P r ~ ~ n c  MI n~stcr  but not c\cecd 70 !ears 

Upon the  c\piry of th is  d n r a t ~ o n .  ~f the  
organl/alion. ho~rseliold or indi\ idual still needs to 
lease sucli forestry land and has used such land for 
the nght purpose the Statc shall consider and contriruc 
to lease the land to such organization. household or 
indn idual 

Article 15.- Co~nbrncd agro-forcstr~al production 

Organ~~ations.  liouscholds and indi\~duals that are 
assigned 01 leased Ibrestr! land b! tlic State as 
prescribed in Clause 1. Article 7. Clause 2. Article X 
and Artlcle 9 of tills Decree ilia! use tllc area of land 
nitliout forests for groning agr1cu1tur;il pcrcnni;il 
trees \thlch can help protect the cmlroiimeiit in a 
sustainable nlanner or conslnicting fiic~lit~cs in scn  cc 
of landscape tourism under the forest c~liiop, 
according to each project appro\ ed bj lire colnpctcrit 
Stale agenc! 

Article 16.- Conlperci~ce to asslgn or lease forestry 
land 

1 Tlie district-le\ el People's Committees shall 
declde tlie ass~gnment and Icas~ng of forestn land to 
households and indir  duals 

2 The pro1 ~ n c ~ a l  Pcople's Committees shall decide 
the a s s~gnment  and leasing of forcstr! land to 
organl/atlons 

Article 17.- Granting of forestp land use right 
certificates 

1 The State agenclcs competent lo asslgn and lease 
forcstq land prcscr~bed In Art~cle 16 of tlils Decree 
shall be also the agencies conlpetent to grant forestq 
land usc rlght certificates. In cases where tile 
Go\~cr i iment  makes  forestry l and  assignlllent 
dec~s~ons .  the provincial People's Conim~ttees shall 
grant the  forest^ land use certificates 

2. Organizations, households and i n d i ~ ~ d u a l s  that 

lia\.c been ass~gned or leased forestn land b! tlie State 
shall be granted land use r~gli t  certificates 

3 Organl~ations.  households d11d i l id~\  iduals 
currently using forestnr land \\111ch has neither been 
dssigned nor leased before the cffect~\ e date of t h ~ s  
Decree. if no dispute arises and the! lid\ e used such 
land for the r ~ g l ~ t  purpose, the! shall be co~rs~dcrcd 
and nss~gricd or leased land and granted land use riglit 
ccrt~ficates 

1 Tlie 1,lnd aditnn~stration agcnclcs shall ,~ss~st  the 
People's Comm~ttees of tlic sallie Ic\cl In processing 
the procedures Ior land asslgniucol. land lcds~ng and 
granting forcstq land use nght certificates 

RIGHTS ,4ND OBLIGATIONS 

Art ic le  18.- Rights a n d  o b l i g a t ~ o n s  of 
organ~/nt~ons that are ass~gned forestn land b! tlie 
Stale 

1 Organ~/ations that arc ass~gned forestn land 
b! the State shall h a ~ e  the follo\vnig r~glits 

a/ The riglits prcscribed in  Clauses 1 .  2.1. 5 .  6. 7 
and 8 of Article 73 of the Land Law: 

bi To be entitled to land use levy reduction or 
exe~nplion as prcscribed by law and the State's support 
policies regarding forest protection and de~~elopnlent: 

C/ Statc enterprises and dorilestic economic 
organi~ations shall also have the rights to mortgage 
properties 1111der their  rilailagcnicnt \vliicli is 
;issociatcd Lvith tlic right to use such land at a 
Vietnamese credit institntion to borrow capital for 
the i r  production and  business:  nlakc capital 
contribution for production and business cooperatio~i 
with dorncstic organizations andlor indiliduals as well 
as foreign organizations andlor indi~iduals with tlic 
~ . a luc  of tlie land use right in order to continue using 
their land for forcstrial production purposes. 

2 Organizations tliat arc ;~ssigncd forcstn land 
b! tlie State shall ha1 e tlie follov ing obl~gat~ons 

a/ The obligations prcscrlbcd 111 Clduses 1, 2. 3. h 
and 7. Arl~cle 79 of tlie Land La\\. 

b! To pa! tases and land adnunlstrat~oli fees as 
prescribed b! lam. 

C! To o b s e r ~  e the lau  pro\  lslons on forest 
nlanagcInent. protect1011 and del elopinent 

Article 19.- R~glits and obl~gations of households 
and ind~viduals illat are assigned forestn land b! tlic 
Slate 

1. Households and individuals tliat are assigned 
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forestry land by tlie State shall have the following 
rights: 

a/ The rights prescribed in Clause 3, Article 3, 
Article 73, and Clause 3, Article 76 of the Land Law: 

b/ To make capital contribution with their land 
use right for production and business cooperation with 
domestic organizations andlor individuals: 

C/ To be entitled to land use le \ j  reduction or 
exemption as prescribed bj law and the State's support 
p o l i c ~ e s  regarding the forest protection and 
del elopment 

2 Households and indir ]duals that are assigned 
forestq ldnd bj the State slid11 hare the follo\\ing 
obligations 

a/ The obligations prescribed In Clauses 1, 2, 3, 
4. 6 and 7. Article 79 of the Land Law, 

b/ To observe the law provisions on forest 
management. protection and del elopment 

Article 20.- k g h t s  and obligations of organi~a- 
tions. liouseholds and individuals with the forestry 
land leased by tlie State 

l Organi/ations. households and indlviduals that 
are leased forestq land by the State shall have the 
riglits prescribed in Clauses 1. 2, 4. S, 6, 7 and 8. 
Article 73 of the Land Law Depending on their mode 
of pajinent of land rental for the eiitlre land-leasing 
duration. for a number of years or every year. 
households and individuals that are leased forestq 
land by the State shall have the rights prescribed in 
Clause 9. Ar t~c le  l of the Law Amending and 
Suppleinenling a Number of Articles of the Land Law 
and organizations tliat are leased forestry land by the 
State shall have the rights prescribed in Clause 12. 
Article 1 of the Law Amending aiid Supplementing a 
Number of Articles of tlie Land Lam 

2 Organizations, households and individuals that 
are leased forestry land by the State shall have the 
obligations prescr~bed in clauses 1, 2, 3. 1. 6 and 7, 
Article 79 of the Land Law. pay land rental and 
observe the law prorislons on forest inanagernent, 
protection and development 

Article 21.- Rights and obligations of organiza- 
tions. households and indi\,iduals as transferees of 
the forestni land use right 

R~glits and obligations of organi~ations. households 
and indn  duals that are as transferees of the forestq 
land use right from organi~atlons. households or 
indnliduals that are assigned or leased forestq land by 
the State In accordance with the pro1 isions of law, shall 
ha\ c the rights and obligat~ons prescribed in Article 
18, 19 and 20 of this Decree during the time they are 
assigned or leased land bj the State 

IMPLEMENTATION PROVlSIONS 

Article 22.- Implenlentation effect 

1 Tliis Decree replaces the Government's Decree 
No 02/CP of Januan 15, 1991 on the assignment of 
forestr! land to organi7ations, ~iouseliolds and 
indlviduals for stable aiid long-term use for forestrial 
purposes 

2 Tliis Decree takes effect 15 da) s after its signing 

Article 23.- Orgaiii~ation of implementation 

1 The Minlsler of Agriculture and Rural 
DC\ clopiucnt, the Mlnister ofFinancc and the General 
Director of Land Adn~inistratioil shall guide the 
implementation of this Decree 

2 The ministers. the heads of the min~sterial-le\ cl 
agencies. the heads of the agencles attached to the 
Go\erilrnent and the presidents of the People's 
Cornillittees of tlie provinces and centrally-run citles 
shnll have to iiiipleiilent this Decree 

On belzulf~of the Goverrzmeiit 
Prime Minister 

PHAN VAN KHAI 


