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DECREE NO. 9211999lND-CP OF SEPTEMBER1, 
1999 ON SANCTIONS AGAINST ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE VIOLATIONS IN THE MARITIME FlELD 

THE GOVERNMENT 
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I Y Y O :  

I'ur.s1rnr7/ t o  the Ortli1?ni7ce 011 II(lird1111g of 

:l tbniiii.sll*nti~~e I iolntroi~.~ c! ~ ' . J L / / L .  6, 19 95; 

.A r the propo.s(11 ofthe .2lit7is/cr o~f'('olirnr~i1rir~(1tio17.~ 
C I I ~ L /  7ha/7.~porl, , , 

DECREES: 

Chupter I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article I . -  Scope of rcgulat ion 

1 Adiiiinlstratl\ e \~~olatlorrs In thc tilaritlinc ficld 
a r c  ac ts  of b rcach lng  the  rules of t h e  Statc 
management over the rnarltinle ficld. intentionallj or 
unintent~onall! by org'inizations andlor ~ n d n   duals 
\ \~h~cI i  are not serious enough for penal Iiabll~ty 
cu;tmlnatlon. but must be adsn~nistrati\ cly sanctioned 
as prcscr~bcd bp law 

2. Administrative r.iolations in the mariti~nc ficld 
prescribed in this Decree include: 

a/ Violations in seaport exploitation activities: 

b/ Violations in maritime activities of \.essels 
within seaport areas and maritiiue zones: 

C/  Violations in sea shipping busincss and 
~narit imc senice acti~~ities: 

d l  Violations in maritime scarch and rescue 
activities: 

c l  Violations in sunkcn propcrty salvage and 
reco\.cry actilitics: 

f/ Violations in maritime safety guaranty acti\.itics. 

Article 2.- 0b.jects of application 

I .  All organizations and indi\>idnals that commit 
acts of administrative \.iolation in thc maritime ficld 
shall be dcalt \\.it11 according to the pro\.isions of this 
Dccrcc and other rclc\.ant pro\.isions of the legislation 
on handling of administrati~~c \.iolations. 

Foreign organi~ations and individuals that conlmit 
acts of administrati\.c \.iolations in thc maritiinc ficld 
at seaports and niaritimc zones of Vietnam (cscept 
for port land and water areas used for military 
purposes) shall also be sanctioned according to the 
pro\.isions of this Decree. escept othcnvisc pro~ridcd 
for b!- international agreements which Victnam has 
signcd or acceded to. 

2. The sanctioning of administrati\.e \,iolations 
committed by minors in the maritime ficld shall 
comply with the pro~~isions in Point a. Clausc 1 of 
Articlc 5. and Articlc 6 of the Ordillancc on Handling 
of Administrati~,c Violations (hereafter refcrred to as 

the Ordinance). 

Article 3.- Sanctioning principles 

1 Tlic pr~ncrplcs for sanctlonlng ad~n~n~s t r , i t l \ c  
~ola t~oi ls  111 thc ~ii,iritimc ficld shall colnpl! \\ill1 the 

pro\ Isions In Art~cle 3 of tlic Ordinancc 

2 Thc sanctions agalnst ,idm~nistr,tti\ c I iol,lt~ons 
In the m,ir~timc field shall bc imposed b~ competent 
persons dcfiiicd rn Articles 27. 28. 29 and 30 of tliis 
Decree 

3. No sanction shall bc iniposcd on administrati\~c 
\.iolations committed undcr force majeurc circurns- 
tanccs or in cmcrgcnc!- cases to protect huinan life or 
ensure the safctp of \~csscls. cargo and ~la\,ig;ltion 
prqjects. 

Article 4.- Extc r~ua t ing  and aggrar,at lng 
circuinstanccs 

1 Extcnuat~ng c~rcu~iist,inces in thc nlaritlmc ficld 
arc those spccificd in Art~clc 7 of the Ordtnancc 

2 Aggra\ating clrcrlmstances III thc nlaritlme field 
,Ire those specified tn Articlc 8 of the Ordlnnncc 

Article 5 . -  T h c  statute of l i~ l l i ta t ions  for 
sanctioning 

1. The statute of limitations for sanctioning a n  
adininistrative \.iolation in the ~ilaritime field shall 
be onc !-car aficr such administrati\.e ~ io la t ion  is 
conl~nittcd. 

For ;idininistrati\~c violations coinniittcd in the 
csploitation of scaports and maritimc projects: csport 
and iiilport of \~csscls and maritimc spccial-usc 
cquipment: esit ~indlor ell@ of \vessels. crew mcmbcrs 
and passcngcrs. thc statutc of limitations for 
sanct ioning sliall bc two years after  such 
administrative violation acts arc coinmitted. 

Past that st'ltutc of l~mltat~ons,  no sanctions shall 
be imposed on administrative \ iolat~ons. but other 
nicasurcs specified in Points a b and d. Clausc 3. 
Art~clc 6 of tliis Dccrcc rna! bc applicd 

2. An individual. lvho is sucd. prosecutcd or 
brought to trial undcr thc criminal procedurcs. but 
latcr there is a dccision to suspend the in\.cstigation 
or  to suspend thc  case. sliall be sanctioned for 
administrati\~e 1-iolation(s) if hisllicr acts slio~v signs 
of adn1inistrati1.c \,iolation(s): thc statute of liiilitations 
for sanctioning the administrati\~e violation(s) in this 
case shall be 3 n~onths  aficr thc suspension dccision 
is issued. 

3 If nithin thc tiiiic Iiiints prcscribcd in Clauses 
1 ,ind 2 of t h ~ s  Articlc. an organlLatIon or ~nd l r  ldual 
cornnnls ncv acts of admlnistrat~\e \~io?alion in the 
iilarltinic field or ~ntcntlonallq alert or hinder the 
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sanct~on. tlie statute of l i~ i l~ta t io~is  stated In Clauses 1 
and 2 of tlils Artlclc sliall no longer appl! 

Article 6.- Sanctioning forrns 

1 For each act of admlnlstratl\c \ lolat~on. a 
\ ~olatlng o r g a n ~ ~ a t ~ o i i  or 11idn  dual shall be subject 
to one of tlie fo l lon~ng Iilaln S ~ I ~ C ~ I O I ~ I I I ~  f o r m  

a/ Warning: 

b/ Pecunian penalty 

2 Dependlng on tlie nature c ~ n d  sertousncss ofthelr 
lolatlons, the adlllnllstratlr el! I iolatlng organl/atlons 

and ~ndl \ lduals  shall also bc ln~poscd nith such 
addlt~onal sanctlonlng fornls as stripping off the right 
to use hcenscs. ccrt~ficatcs, crcv ~iicrnber s passports, 
and confiscation of niatcnal c\ ldenccs andlor means 
used for tlic adlnlnlstrat~\e ~olatlons 

3 .  In  addi t ion  to the  main  and addit ional  
sanctioning forms prescribed in Clauses 1 and 2 of 
this Article. the administrati\.cly violating organi- 
zations and individuals ma!- also be sub.jcct to one or 
sc\wal of the follo\ving measures: 

a/  Compelled restoration of the original state 
1% hich has altered due to the admi11istratir.e violations 
or conlpcllcd dislnantlclllcnt of illegall! constnlctcd 
projects: 

b/ Conipelled application of nieasurcs to ovcrcornc 
tlie environmenta l  pollution caused by the  
adniinistrative violations: 

c/  Colilpelled paj-nient of compensations for 
damage of up to 1.000.000 dong caused b!- tlie 
administrati1.e violations: 

d. Compelled destruction of articles lia~ardous to 
human health and environment. 

4 The maln sanctlonlng forms. tlic add~tional 
s'lnctlonlng forms and the measures appllcablc to cach 
adm~nls t ra t l~  e vlolat~on act ln the marltllilc field arc 
spcclficd in Chapter I1 of tlus Decree 

Each  main  s a ~ ~ c t i o n i n g  forrn shall  be 
independently irnposed on each admin i s t r a t i~~e  
violation. 

5 .  Where the sanctioning for111 of pecuniary 
penalty is i~nposcd on a ~,iolation act in tlie nlariti~lle 
field. tlie sanctioning level shall be based on tlie nature 
of or the dalnage caused by such violation act. If such 
~~ io la t ion  invol\.es extenuating circumstances, the 
pecuniary penalty Ic~rel may be reduced but rnust not 
be lower tllan tlie mi~iinlum le~.cl of the fine bracket: 
if tlic violation in\.olves aggravating circumstances, 
tlic fine Ic\.cl may be increased but must not exceed 
tlie niaximl~ni level of the fine bracket. 

6 .  The application of administrati1.e sanctioning 
forms and other administrati1.e nleasures shall not 

r e l i e ~ ~ e  the ind i~ idua l  liability of the colicerned 
indi\ziduals or  tlic liability of the  concerned 
organizations to pay conlpensations for lliaterial 
danlage caused by violation acts of such individuals 
or organi~ations. 

7. An administrati\scly sanctioned organization 
shall 1ia1.c to abide by tlie sanctioning decision. and 
at  tlie sanle time l~crify the fault of its 0n.n pcrsonncl 
~ v h o  has personallj- conlniitted the administrati1.e 
\.iolation. so as to indi\.idualize tlic liability and 
conlpel tlie compensation for damage according to 
tlie pro\.isions of lax\.. 

ADMINISTRATIVE VIOLATIONS IN THE 
MARITIME FIELD; SANCTIONING FORMS 

AND LEVELS 

Section I. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
REGULATIONS ON SEAPORT 
EXPLOITATION ACTIVITIES 

Article 7.- Vtolatlons of the regulations on 
ensuring safety. order and l i \ g ~ e n e  ~n seaport 
e\plo~tatlon act11 ~t lcs  

1 A narnlng or a fine of from 50,000 to 200.000 
dong shall be lriiposed on one of the fo l lo \ \~ng 
vlolatlo~i acts 

a/ Entering or leaving the port's land area or 
getting on board a ship without permit or no! in 
compliance \\.it11 instructions of conlpetent persons: 

b/ Failing to apply nleasures to ensure the hygiene 
of tlie port's land area: 

c/ Failing to promptly report to tlie port authority 
on incidents and/or accidents related to the port's 
order and hygiene. 

2. A fine of from 500.000 to 2.000.000 dong shall 
be imposed on one of the following violation acts' 

a /  Employing laborcrs without appropriate 
professional qualification certificates: 

b/ Violating the regulations on day-time marks. 
and night-time signaling and lighting lamps that 
delimit a wharf to ensure the safety of docking ships: 

C/ The system of anti-collision cushions and 
mooring flanges are insufficient or incapable of 
ensuring the safety of ships nlooring at the whart  

dl Laying objects on the wharf tliat hinder ships 
from docking at or lea\.ing the wharfor other maritinle 
activities at the port: 

e/ The shipowners or their agents fail to produce 
the cargo packing lists and cargo loading-unloading 
schemes within the prescribed time limit to tlie port 
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fl Fal l~ng to pro~nptly report to the port author~t! 
on the Incldents andlor accidents related to the safet! 
of the seaport csploltatloil actn itles 

3 A fine of frorn 5.000.000 to 20,000.000 dong 
.hall be ~mposcd on each act of docklng at a nharf  or 
nclior~ng at a nater zone not !et publ~cl! declared 

for LISC as prescr~bed. or uslng or exp lo~ t~ng  a port 
not in conform~t! nltli ~ t s  funct~ons alrcad! declared 

4. Application of other adniinistrati\.e measures: 

Coinpcllcd application of lneasurcs to o\ercome 
consequences and pay~nent of compcnsatlons for 
larnage caused by \,lolatlon acts prescrlbed 111 Clauses 
1. 2 and 3 of t h ~ s  Article 

Article 8.- Violat~ons of the regulations on cargo 
$,igns and marks. unloading and warehousing 

1 A fine offroll1 500.000 to 1,000.000 dong shall 
be ~lnposed on acts of \ iolat ing rcgula t~ons  on 
~t iscr lb lng s ~ g n s  and marks. or  unloading and 
\,arehous~ng goods of \ arlous kinds not 111 conipliance 
n lth rcgulat1011s 

2 A fine of from 2.000.000 to 10.000.000 shall 
bc ~mposcd on \ lolatlon acts prescr~bcd In Clause l 
of tlus Artlclc In c;tscs of hazardous goods 

3. Appl~cation of other adn~inistrati\.e measures: 

Collipclled appllcat~on of measures to 01 ercome 
c ,nsequences and pal ment of compcnsatlons for 
dalnage caused by ~lola t lon acts prescrlbed In Clauses 
1 and 2 of t h ~ s  Art~cle 

Article 9.- V~olat~ons  of the regulations on fire 
and esplos~on pre\ cntlon and colllbat at seaports 

1 A warning or a fine of from 200,000 to 
l .OOO.OOO dong shall be lmposed on one of tlie 
follon~~iig \ rolahon acts 

a/ Fa111ng to put up boards of internal rules. or 
s~gnboards lndlcatlng or glvlng necessary cautlons at 
fire or e\ploslon-prone places. 

bl Using fire fighting equipment and devices for 
other purposes: 

c/ Failing to adequately install a firc and esplosion 
prelention and conibat system as prescribed: 

d l  Failing to provide appropriate fire fighting 
equipnlent and de~.ices or make them ready for use or 
install them at tlic prescribed places. or failing to 
dispose auxiliary firc and explosion prevention and 
conibat equipnlent compatible to goods being 
transported or unloaded: 

e/ Failing to promptl! report to tlie concerned State 
management agencies on incidents or accidents 
related to the fire and esplosion pre\ ention act11,ities: 

fl Using employees who are not filll!. equipped 
with protectioii dc1,ices or without certificates of 
professional qualifications for firc and esplosion 
prc\.ention and combat as required. 

2. A fine of frorii 10.000.000 to 20.000.000 dong 
shall be inlposed on each violation act prescribed in 
Clause I of this Article in cases where such \,iolation 
in\,ol\~es Inany aggra\,;lting circnmstances. 

3. Other ad~ninistrati\.c \.iolations in fire and 
esplosion prc~cntion sllall be handled according to 
Article l5  of tlle Go\.crnmcnt's Decree No. 49ICP of 
August 15. 1996 on sanctions against admiuistrati\.c 
violations in the securit!. and order field. 

1. Additional sanctioning forllls and  other 
administrali\.c nlcasures: 

a/ Stripping off the right to use business licenses 
for up to 3 mo~~tlis .  for ~iolation acts prescribed in 
Clause 1 of this Article: 

b/ Compelling tlzc application of measures to 
o\,erconle consequences and  the  paj-ment of 
compensations for damage caused by \.iolation acts 
prcscribed in Clause 1 of this Article. 

Article 10.- Violations of the regulations on 
ensuring tlic maritime safetl, in tlic construction. 
renovation or upgrading of seaports 

1. A fine of from 500.000 to 2.000,000 dong shall 
be i~liposed on O I I ~  of the follo~ving \iolation acts: 

a/ Failing to install signals or g i ~ i n g  false signals 
at the area ~vhcrc a wharf is being under construction: 

b/ Failing to p r o ~ i d e  appropriate fire figliting 
s j  stem and life rescue equipment: 

C/ Failing to install night-tirne lighting lamps or 
installing lanips n.hich are unsafe or incapable of 
producing enough light at the construction site. 

2. A fiue of from over 2,000.000 to 10.000.000 
dong shall be imposed on each violation act prescribed 
in Clause 1 of this Article in cases where such 
\,iolation in\ ol\.es many aggramting circumstances. 

3. A fine of from 01-er 2.000.000 to 5.000.000 dong 
shall be inlposed on one of the follo\ving violation 
acts: 

a' Ships scnicing construction projects or sen ices 
ships \vhicIi dock or anchor. thus obstructing the port 
entrance or esit fainvays: 

bl Duriiping or dropping construction equipment 
and niaterials into tlie port waters. 

4 .  A fine of from oIrer 5.000.000 dong to 
20.000.000 shall be imposed on cacli \.iolation act 
prcscribed in Clause 3 of this Article in cases \\.here 
such 1-iolation inr,olves many a g g r a ~ . a t i n g  
circumstances. 
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5 A fine of frorn 10.000.000 to 20.000.000 dong 
shall be ~rnposcd on one of the f o l l o ~ ~ l n g  vlolatlon 
ilCtS 

;I/ Constnlctlng a project n ~ t l ~ o u t  the cotnpctcnt 
,Ig,-nc! 'S permit. 

bl Ca ln  Ing out constructton aclli ltles not ~t thc 
prcscr~beci pl;lces. thns c~ffectlng the snfct~ In shlp 
11~11 I ~ , I ~ I O I I  f ; ~ ~ n ~ d \  S 

0 A I ~ I I C  or fro111 01 cr 20.000.000 to 100.000.000 
dong s11,1ll bc tlrtposcd on each 1 iolat~on <let prescribed 
111 C1;irisc 5 of t h ~ s  Artlclc III  cases nhc rc  such 
I iolarro~i I I ~  oh  es nlan! aggra1 ating clrcumstanccs 

7 4dd1tion,il s n r l c t ~ o n ~ n g  form a n d  other 
, i d i n ~ i ~ ~ s t r ; ~ t i ~  e iilea\ores 

,I! Str~pplng oll' the light to usc the license for 
port construction or c\ploltatlon for up to 3 months. 

bl Compell~ng the ,~ppl lca t~on of measures to 
o~ ercome consequences a n d  pa) nient oT 
coil~pcnsations for daniagc caused by lolation acts 
prescr~bcd in C1:luscs 1. 3 and 5 of t h ~ s  Article 

Article 11.- V ~ o l a t ~ o n s  of the regulat~ons on 
cn\ironnlcntnl  protectton 111 port e \ p l o ~ t a t ~ o n  
Act 11 it les 

l A unriilng or a C~nc of from 100.000 to 500.000 
dong s l ~ ~ ~ l l  be rrnposed on act of d~scharglng or spillir~g 
-;Isle natcr onto the nliarf area or port water. thus 
affectrng the 111 glene tllcre~n 

2 A fine of fro111 01 er 500 000 to 2.000,000 dong 
shall bc imposed on each I iol,~tlon dct prcscr~bed In 
Clause I of tlus 4rticle 111 c,ise5 \\liere s~lcll ~ o l a t ~ o n  
1111 o l ~ e s  mdn! nggr,l\ '11 lng cltcun~stnnces 

3 A finc of fronl o w r  2.000.000 to 10.000.000 
dong shall be ~mposed on each act of pulnplng or 
dlscliarglng c n g ~ n c  011 or l ~ ~ b r ~ c a n t  or garbage. naste 
u a t e r .  dirt! s l r ~ d g c  a n d  other  waste mat ters  
contarn~natcd nl th  cnglnc orl and other hazardous 
cl~eiiiicals into tlic port \later 

4 A finc of from 01 er 10.000.000 to 50.000.000 
dong shall be imposcd on cach ~ o l , ~ t ~ o n  act prescribed 
in  Clausc 3 of tlus Article 111 cases \\here such 
\ iolatlon in! o l ~  cs ln,lnj aggral atlllg circumstances 

Compcllcd a p p l ~ c , ~ t ~ o n  of Incasurcs to overcome 
conscqucnces and compensation for damage caused 
b! ~o la t~o i l  acts prescribed 111 Clause 3 of this Artlcle 

Section 11. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
REC U LATIONS ON MARITIME ACTlVITlES 

OF VESSELS WITHIY SEAPORTS AND 
MARITIME ZONES 

Article 12.- Violations of the regulations on the 

procedures applying for port calls 

l A finc of 5.000.000 dong to 10.000 000 dong 
shall be ~niposcd on one of the follo\v~ng v~olation 
'ICtS 

,I/ Vessels c,lll~ng 211 ports \v~thout asking fol 
per nnts as prcscr~bcd. 

b/ Vessels cdlllng ; ~ t  ports nithout obscn lng the 
reglmc of 11ldk111g dccl;~rdtlons or niaklng false 
dccl'lr;~tlons of I csscls arrn ,ll at p~lot-cn~b'lrk~ng and/ 
or d ~ s c ~ n b a r k ~ n g  plnccs as prescrlbed 

2 A finc of fro111 o ~ e r  10.000.000 to 50.000.000 
dong shall be ~mposcd on each lolatlon act prescrlbcd 
in Cl,~usc 1 of tlus Article In cases where sucli 

lolatlon in\ ol\ cs Inan! aggra\ ating clrculnstanccs 

Article 13.- Violations of the regulations on the 
procedures for port entrance and exit 

1 A u~lrnlng or a fine of fro111 100.000 to 500.000 
dong shall be llnposcd on act of tn'ldequatel! or 
wrongl) ~ n s c r l b ~ n g  one of the s h ~ p ' s  tecllnical 
spcclficdt~ons in its entrance or c11t dcclarat~on 

2 A fine of from 1.000,OOO to 5 000,000 dong 
shall be inlposed on each rlolatton act prcscr~bcd in 
Clause 1 of this Arllcle 111 cases where such 1 ~olation 
1111 011 es inan\ aggral atlng clrcumstanccs 

3 A fine of from 500,000 to 1,000,000 dong shall 
bc ~mposcd on act of fa~llng to produce all rcqu~rcd 
papers or filling the procedures for port entrance or 
e x ~ t  m t h  one of the produced papers havlng e \p~red  

1 A fine of from 5.000.000 to 10 000.000 dong 
shall bc nnposcd on cach ~olation act prescrlbed In 
Clause 3 of tllis Article In\ol\es nlaliy aggravating 
c~rc~~nistal lces 

5 A finc of from o\cr 10,000.000 to 50,000.000 
dong shall be ~ ~ n p o s e d  on one of the folloning 
\ lolatlon acts 

a1 Failing to obtaln thc pcrnilt for final. 

bl Vessels dellberatclj lea\ rng the port n ~ t h o u t  
pcrm~t 

6 A finc of from 10.000.000 to 20,000.000 dong 
sllall be lmposcd on one of the fo l lon~ng \ ~ o l a t ~ o n  
acts 

a1 F n l l ~ n g  to inform or  l n f o r r n ~ n g  not In 
compl~ance n ~ t h  the regulat~ons to the port author~tj  
s~~bstantial characteristics of hamdous  goods being 
tr~iisportcd. 

bi Oil tankers haxe no inarks or certificates of 
shiponners~ cl\ 11 liablllt~ Insurance as required 

7 A fine of froin o\er 20.000.000 to 50.000.000 
dong shall be irnposcd on each I lolation act prescr~bed 
In Clause 6 of this Article in cases nhe re  sucli 
vlolal~on In\ oh cs Inany aggra\ atlng c~rcumsta~ices 
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8. A fine of from 10.000,000 to 30,000.000 dong 
shall be imposed on acts of letting crew rnernbcrs or 
passengers to embark or disembark the ships before 
the e n t v  and exit procedures are completed. 

9. Additional sanctioning forms: 

Stripping off tlie right to use the sea shipping 
business licenses or rnaritinie operation licenses of 
the ships or the sliipmasters' licenses for 3 to h 
months, for \.iolation acts prescribed in Clause h of 
this Article. 

Article 14.- Violations of the rcgulatio~is on tlie 
safet): order and hygiene of vessels 

1. A warning or a fine of fro111 50,000 to 100.000 
dong shall be imposed on an officer or a crew lilember 
who fails to wear uniform or  service badges as 
required. while on  duty. 

2. A warning or a fine of from oIrer 100,000 to 
500.000 dong shall be imposed 011 one of the follo~ving 
violation acts: 

a/ Failing to fly the national flag of Vietnam as 
prescribed: 

b/ Arbitrarily putting up anni\,ersarl\ flags or flags 
at half mast without the port authorit>-'S permit: 

C/ Arbitrarily blolving \vliistles witliout the porl 
authority's permit while anchoring or calling at tlic 
port. 

3. A fine of fro111 over 500.000 to 2.000,000 dong 
shall be imposed 011 one of the follo\ving violation 
acts: 

a/ Scraping funnels or emitting black smoke while 
anchoring or calling at  the port waters: 

b/ Laying facilities, equipment and appurtenance 
of the ship or the crew niembers on the wharf outside 
the prescribed places: 

C/ Scraping rust and painting ships lvitliout the 
port aut hority's consent: 

d/ Repairing or testing engines or whistles tvithout 
the port authority's consent; 

e/ Swimming or causing tumult in the port: 

f/ Using VHF channels in contravention of the 
re~wlations: 

g /  Collecting wastes a n d  oil sludge not in 
compl~ance  ~ v i t h  regulations on environmental 
hygiene a n d  protection,  or  without the  State 
management agency's permit: 

ld Siiloki~lg rats or spreading disinfectants not at 
prescribed places. 

1. A fine of from over 2.000,000 to 5.000,000 dong 
shall be inlposed on one of the following \.iolation 
acts: 

a/ Setting liecks, fish traps or laying aquatic 
resources exploiting ~iicans in the port waters without 
the port authority's permit or setting them not at places 
or at tlie time prescribed in fishing licenses: 

b/ Setting liccks. fish traps or laying aquatic 
resources exploiting means in zigzag or brush-toothed 
disposition on na\,igntion lanes and I',iinva!.s. or using 
iliobile fish traps brusliwoods arid hecks. trawl nets, 
drag nets or otlicr means to tap aquatic and marine 
resources. thus hindering tile mo\,erncnt of vessels: 

c/ Carq ing out otlicr ;icti\,itics such as: nndenvater 
groping, diving or other undcn\atcr acti\;ities in tlie 
port waters bvithout the port authority's pernlits or 
carrying out such acti~ritics n.it11out gi\.ing warning 
signals as prescribed: 

d/ Staging sport conlpetitions or entertainments 
in the port waters \vithout the port anthorih-'S permit: 

c/ Sport or tourist \.esscls operate in the port waters 
without the port autliority's pennit: 

f/ Ships used esclusivclj for surveying and 
dredging na\~igation fairn.;i!.s and placing signal 
buoys. and other project facilities and equipment 
operate in the port Lvaters \vitliout tlie port autliority's 
permit: 

g /  Ships used exclusi\.el~- for surveying and 
dredging navigation fair\\,;iys arid placing signal 
buoys. and otlier project facil~ties and equipment 
operate in the port waters without enough warning 
signals as prescribed: 

1d Non-self-propelled means draw up alongside 
other vessels or dock at a lvllarf for unloading cargo 
without adequate and appropriate towing facilities. 
or delay i~~lplenienting mo\.cmcnt orders issued by 
the port authority: 

i/ Refusing to use or improperly using signals as 
prescribed: 

j/ Failing to strictly obscne the rnles for collision 
a\.oidance on tlie sea. 

5 A fine of from 01 er 5 000.000 to 20.000.000 
dong shall be ~mposed on each violation act prescr~bcd 
In Clause 1 and Points f and g, Clause 1 of t l i~s  Art~cle 
In cases n here such a ~ o l a t ~ o n  1111 011 es man) 
aggr,i\ atlng circumst,~nccs 

6 .  Other adn1inistrati1.e violations regarding 
border medical quarantine shall be handled according 
to Article 7 of tlic Government's Decree No.16ICP of 
August 6, 1996 stipulating the sanctions against 
administrat ive \.iolations in the field of State 
nianagcnient olrcr ~iiedical acti~ities. 

7 .  Tlic additional sanctioning fornis and other 
administrative measures: 

a/ Confiscation of material evidences and means 
used to conliilit administrative \.iolations, for acts 
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prcscr~bed at Points '1. b and c. Clause 4 of this Articlc: 

b/ Coliipcllcd rcstoratlon of the orlg~nal state. for 
acts prescribed at Points a and b. Clause 1 of t h ~ s  
Article 

Article 15.- Violations of the rcgulat~ons on safet!~ 
of fire and e~plosion prcvciitlon and combat appllcablc 
to I esscls 

1 .  A fine of from 100,000 to 500,000 dong sliall 
be iniposcd on each act of smoking at no-smoking 
places. 

2 A fine of froni 2 000.000 to 5.000,OOO dong 
sliall be ~nlposed on one of the folloning \ lolation 
acts 

'11 Equ~pping fire e \ t~ngu~shers  not read! for use. 

b/ Fai l~ng to ~nstall warnlng s~gnals  or necess,lr) 
instn~ctlons at fire or e\plos~on-prone places. 

cl  Ha\ ing 110 diagranl of fire fighting SJ stem. and 
boards of f i r e - f ~ g h t ~ n g  duty ass lgnment  a n d  
instructions on opcratlon aboard. 

3 A fine of from o\cr 5.000,000 to 10.000.000 
sliall be ~mposed on one of tlie follo\ving violation 
acts 

a/  Failing to sufficiciitly provide fire-fighting 
equipment and devices as prescribed by V~etnamese 
lalvs and relevant international agreements r\~hicli 
Vietnam has signed or acceded to: 

b/ Using fire-figliting equipment and devices 
\vhich have been out of order: 

c/ Placing firc-fighting equipment and devices not 
at prescribed places on ships and boats: 

dl Crew members on board fail to expertly handle 
the fire-preventing and fighting equipment and 
de\.iccs: 

cl  Failing to execute or dela5-ing the execution of 
tlie port authority 'S orders to take part in fighting fire 
on ships in distress in the port. port waters or iilaritinie 
Lone: 

f/ Arbitrarily conducting acti~ritics that send out 
sparks on the deck. cargo hold or engine roorn. when 
such activities are not yet inspected and permitted by 
the port antliority: 

g1 Using the fire-fighting de~rices for other 
purposes: 

Id Failing to strictly observe the procedures for 
preserving and maintaining fire-fighting de~.ices: 

i /  H a v ~ n g  no plans for rescue or  salvage in 
enlergency cases. 

1 A fine of froni 20 000 000 to 50.000 000 doiig 
shall be ~niposed on each \ ~olation act prescribed 111 

Clauses 1. 2 and 3 of tliis Article 111 cases n here such 
~olation 1111 elves man!! aggral ating clrcuillstances 

5. Application of other administrati1.e measures: 

Compelled appl~catlon of measures to overcome 
consequences and pa! meIit of compcnsat~ons for 
dalnage caused b! I iolations prescribed in Clauses 1. 
2 and 3 of t h ~ s  Art~cle 

Article 16.- V ~ o l a t ~ o n s  of the rcgulat~ons on 
prcl cntion of c n \ ~ ~ r o ~ l n ~ c i i t a l  pollut~oii caused by 
1 cssels 

1 A fine of from 200,000 to 1.000.000 dong sliall 
be imposed on one of the follo\\lng v~o la t~on  acts 

a/ Ha\ Ing no d ~ a n  recording tlie pumplng of bllge 
natcr frorn tlie cirglne room. 

b/ Throning or dlscliarg~ng garbage or other 
objects from s111ps into nater or nliarf 

2 A fine of from 2.000,000 to 5,000.000 dong 
s1i:rll be imposed on one of the folloulng ~ o l a t ~ o n  
acts 

a/ Failing to equip adequate oil- and bilge water- 
filtering equipment as prescribed by Vietnamese laws 
and relevant international agrcenlents which %etnarn 
has signed or acceded to: 

b/ The oil-filtering equipment ha\-c been out of 
order: 

cl Using teclin~call! unsafe pipes. hoses and pipe 
fitt~ngs for recell ing fuels. 

d/ Fai l~ng to ,isslgn personnel on duty at the fuel 
recclvlng place aboard tlie shlp. 

e/ Failing to keep the 011 d ~ a g  or keeping ~t not in 
coinpliance w ~ t h  regulat~ons 

7 A fine of [roll1 2.000.000 to 10 000.000 dong 
sliall be 11nposed on ,tct of failing to del ~ s c  oil sp~l l -  
handll~lg plans as requlred 

1 A fine of fro111 5.000.000 to 20,000,000 sliall 
be imposed 011 each act of arbitrar~l! p u n ~ p ~ i i g  or 
discliarglng garbage or d ~ r t l  sludge or naste \later 
contaniinated W it11 oil and other hatardous cliemlcals 
from a s h ~ p  into the port uater or nharf 

5 A fine of fro111 50.000 000 to 100.000 000 dong 
slinll be ~ n ~ p o s c d  on e'1c1i \ 101atlo11 act prescr~bcd In 
Clause 1 of t h ~ s  Art~clc In cases where such I ~olation 
In\ 011 cs man! aggrabating clrculilstaiices 

6 .  Application of other administrative measures: 

Co~iipelled application of measures to oberconie 
consequences and paj  ment of compensations for 
damage caused b! \.lolat~ons prescribed at Point b. 
Clause 1 and Clause 4 of tliis Article 

Article 17.- Violations of the rcgulat~ons on human 
llfe and ship safe13 protection 

1 A narning or a fine of from 100.000 to 500.000 
dong sliall be ~mposed on one of tlie follo\v~ng 
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violation acts: 

a/ Fa~ling to put LIP boards stlpulat~ng tlie 11le 
rescue and sh~pnreck sa1I.age dut~es  at the prescr~bed 
places or sucli boards have already becn damaged. 

b/ Fa111ng to put up boards of ~nstructions on 
operating the 11fe rescue and s l i ~ p n  reck sal~rage 
equlprncnt and devices or such boards hare already 
becn damaged. 

c/ Fal l~ng to put up boards of ass~gnrncnt of 11fe 
rescue and sh~pvreck sal\ age dut~es  at the prcscr~bed 
places aboard the sl i~p.  

cl/ Emplojing cren members nlio fail to e ~ p e r t l j  
handle tlie l ~ f e  rescue and s h ~ p n r e c k  salvage 
equ~p~iieiit and d e ~  ices. 

e/ Carrying passengers in excess of the prescribed 
number: in this case the fine shall be calculated on 
each excess passenger. 

f/ Faillng to equlp I esscls with sulfic~ent hfe rescue 
and sh~p\+rech s a l ~ a g e  equipment and dev~ces as 
prescr~bcd. 

g /  The  11fe rescue a n d  shipwreck sal\.agc 
cqulpnicnt and dcv~ces are neither up to the prescnbed 
quality nor ready for immed~atc use. 

2. A fine of from 1.000.000 to 5.000.000 dong 
shall be ~niposed on one of tlie following violation 
acts. 

a /  Ha\.ing 110 ship log-book or  using it not 
according to the regulations: 

b/ Employ~ng crew members m110 do not possess 
enough profcss~onal d~plornas and certificates as 
prescribed. 

cl Falling to suflic~eiitl! enlploy the mlnlnlum safe 
staff or employ a staff In cscess of the prescribed 
nuniber. 

dJ Asslgn~ng personnel to posts not In conslstcncq 
\\1tl1 the names of persons already rcg~stered in the 
"crew member rcg~stcr'.. 

C/ Ha ~ n g  no or unclcarl! ~ n s c r ~ b ~ i i g  or putt~ng at 
urong place abodrd the essel's name and registrdtion 
number as prescribed 

3 A fine of from o\er 5.000 000 to 10 000.000 
dong shdll be  inp posed on one of tlie f o l l o n ~ n g  
1 l0ldt10ll acts 

a/ Having 110 l ~ f e  rescue and sllipwreck sallagc 
cqulpnlent and deI Ices. 

b/ The  l ~ f e  rescue a n d  s l i ip~vreck sal\  age  
equipment and devices arc on the expig date: 

c/ Carn ing  cargo in excess of the prescribed 
tonnage. 

1. A fine of fro111 20.000.000 to 50.000.000 shall 
be iri1poscd on each I iolat~on act prescr~bed 111 Clauses 
1. 2 and 3 of t h ~ s  Art~clc In cases n here sucli ~ ~ ~ o l a t ~ o n  

involves many aggravating clrculnstanccs 

5. The addit~onal sanctioning forms: 

Stripp~ng off tlie r~glit to use tlie certllic,ltc of bas~c  
safec training for 3 to 6 months or ~ndelin~tel!. for 

~ o l n t ~ o n s  prcscr~bed at Point d. Clause 1 of t h ~ s  
Art~cle 

Strlpplng off the riglit 10 use tlie sea s h ~ p p ~ n g  
bus~ness l~cense or the ~naritiine opcratlon l~cense of 
the s h ~ p  or the sl~~pm,lstcr's l~ccnsc for 3 to 6 iiio~itlis 
or indefin~tcl~ for \ ~ol,lt~ons prescr~bcd at Pollit e 
Clause 1 , ~ n d  Po~n t  c. Clause 3 of thls Art~clc 

Article 18.- V ~ o l a t ~ o n s  of the regulat~oiis on 
anclioriiig, dock~ng. l~gli tcr~ng and toning of I essels 
111 the port natcrs 

I A fine of 1.000.000 to 5.000.000 dong shall be 
l~nposed on one of the follon~ng ~.iolat~oii  acts. 

a /  Arb~trar~l!  ,tnclior~ng. docking, I~gh te r~ng .  
1110\1ng from place to place or conducting other 
actlrltles In the port entrance and exit fa~r t~a!s  
without the port ~utl iorlh s operdtlon orders. 

b/ Failing to abide by or wrongly executing or 
de l ibe ra t e l  delaying the execution of the port 
authority's operation order: 

C /  Failing to effect the regime of watching VHF 
on channel I 6 round the clock: 

d l  Using VHF without perrnits or using VHF 
channels for purposes other than registered ones: 

e/ Having no lighting larilps or using lamps 
incapable of producing enough light for the ships' 
night-time cargo handling or anchoring: 

f/ Failing to use suKiciciit signal la~iips for the 
ships' night-time anchoring, docking. lightering or 
towing in the port waters: 

g/ H a ~ ~ i n g  no or having insufficient anti-collision 
cushions as prescribed; 

ld Failing to promptl~, report to the port authority 
on the ruaritirne signals' iiilproper operation or 
damage while tra~reling on na~igation fainvays: 

I/ F , t ~ l ~ n g  to obscnc tlie rrlles for prc\cnting 
co l l~s~ons  n h ~ l e  trar cling in tlie port rraters 

l /  Failing to rcport to the port duthorlt! on the 
slilp's itineran 111 tlic port natcrs. 

k/ Ea~liiig to adeqoatcl! m,llnt,lln the duty regime 
on bodrd 1\111lc the s h ~ p  calls at the port or the port 
waters. 

l/ F,~illng to c\eciitc or de la j~ug  the e\ecutlon of 
the port autljnr~t! 'S orders for storm and flood 
pre1 entlon nnd combat. 

lid Arbltrar~ly moorlng the ship to sea markers 
on n a  igatlon fa~nlays.  

id Refusing to use tug boats as prescribed 
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2 A finc of fro111 5.000,000 to 20.000 000 dong 
shall be ~mposed on each of \ lolat~on acts prcscrlbed 
in Clause 1 of this Artlclc In cases \\here such 
\ iolat~on in\ olvcs man! a g g r a  atlng clrcumstanccs 

3. Additional sanctioning forms: 

S t r ~ p p ~ n g  off the rlglit to use the sh~pniaster's 
Ilccnses for 3 to 6 ~uontlls or ~ndefinitel!. for \ lolatlons 
prcscr~bcd In Clause 1 of t h ~ s  Art~cle 

Article 19.- Vlolatlons of the rcgulat~ons on 
reg~stratlon of sc,i-golng s h ~ p s  ,tnd creu members 

1 A na rn lng  or a f ~ n e  of fro111 500.000 to 
1.000.000 dong shall be tmposcd on one of the 
fo l lo~c~ng  \ lolatlon acts 

211 Failing to register a ship t\.ithin the prcscribed 
time limit: 

b/ Damaging or  losing the  sea-going ship 
registration certificate: 

c/ Loslng or damaglng the crew nienibcr's passport 
o r  the  c r e u  ~iiernber 's  rnarltlnle p ro fess~ona l  
ccrt~ficates. 

d/ Loslng or damaging the cren members' rcglster 
book 

2 A finc of from 2.000.000 to 5,000,000 dong 
shnll bc ~mposed on each \ lolatlon act prcscr~bed In 
Clause 1 of t h ~ s  Art~cle In cases where such ~olatiori 
1111 011 es manv aggraatlng circumstances 

3.  A finc of from 2,000,000 to 5.000,000 dong 
shall be imposed on one of the follo\ving \.iolation 
acts: 

a /  Falsely declar ing the  ship ' s  technical  
specifications and ownership state upon making the 
rcgistr~t '  c 1011: 

b/ Erasing. crossing out, falsifving. trading. hiring 
out or lending the  sea-going ship registration 
certificate. crew member's passport, licenses and 
~naritirnc professional certificate, or cornnlitting 
fraudulent acts in the ship or crew menl~bcr registration 
or the examination for and granting of professional 
ccrtificate(s): 

1 A finc of from o\ er 5.000.000 to 10.000.000 
dong shall be ~mposed  on one of the folloning 
1 ~olalion acts 

6. Additional sanctioning forms: 

Strlpp~ng off the right to use the sea-golng shlp 
rcglstratlon certlficatc. crev member plssport or other 
profess~on,tl liccnscs or cert~ficatcs for 3 to 6 months 
or ~ndefinltel!. for \~olations prescribed at Point b 
Clause 3 of tlus Article 

Article 20.- V ~ o l a t ~ o n s  of the rcgulat~oils on 
marlllmc pllotagc 

1 .  A \yarning or a finc of from 100.000 to 500.000 
dong shall be imposed on each act of failing to put up 
signal banner nith letter "G". when asking for a pilot. 
or signal banner with letter .'H" nhcn the pilot is on 
board the ship. 

2 A fine of from 01 er 500.000 to 2.000.000 dong 
shall be 1111posed on one of the follon~ng I ~olatlon 
acts 

a/ Dcl~beratcl? using a pllot to conduct the s h ~ p  
\\hen not jet so pcru~~t tcd  b! the port author~t!. 

b/ The pilot. upon detecting a n  accident. incident 
or changes of navigation fain\a!-s or niaritinle signals. 
f:~ilils to proniptl!- report i t  (them) to the port authority: 

c/ Employing a pilot to conduct the ship in the 
pilotage operation zone not in accordance ~vith the 
regulations. 

d/ Employing a pilot to conduct the ship without 
the prescribed professional ccrtificatcs. 

3 A finc of fro111 5.000.000 to 10.000.000 dong 
shall be ltnposcd 011 each I iolat~on 'ict prcscrlbed 111 

Cl'luse 2 of thls Art~clc In cases \\here such lolnt~on 
in1 ohcs  man! aggra1 atlng clrcumstanccs 

1 A fine of from 1,000.000 to 5.000.000 dong 
shall be 1111poscd on one of the follorr~llg \ ~ o l a t ~ o n  
acts 

a/ Navigating ~esse l s  into or out of ports without 
any pilot as prcscr~bed. 

b/ Fa~llng to del ~ s c  measures to ensure safe0 or 
fa111ng to place appropriate ladders for the p~lot  to 
safe]! cllrnb~ng up and don 11 as prescr~bcd. 

C/ Falling to ~ n f o r n ~  or ~naccuratel! ~nform the pllot 
of  the  sl i ip 's  s p e c ~ f l c a t ~ o n s  ' ~ u d  particular 
characteristics. 

a/ Operating a ship when the sea-going ship d /  Failing to ensure the working and  living 
rcgistration certificate is yet granted: 

conditions for the pilot during his/her sta], on board. 
b/ Failing to make the registration of the shipowner 

strictly according to provisiolls of lalv after 5. A fine of from over 5.000.000 to 10.000.000 

the ship's purchase. sale or o\vnership transfer. shall be imposed on each ~iolatioii  act prescribed in 
Clause 1 of this Article in cases where such ~,iolation 

5. A fine of from over 10.000,000 to 20.000,000 involYcs many aggraI,atillg 
dong shall be irnposed on each violation act prescribed 
in Clauses 3 and 1 of this Article in cases where such 6. Additional sanctioning forms: 



NO 37 (08-10-1999) OFFICIAL GAZETTE 17 
.) l 

Str~pplng off the r ~ g h t  to use the pilot operation 
liceiise for 3 to 0 niontlts for iol,ttlons prcscr~bcd In 
Cl,tuse 2 of tllrs Article 

Section Ill. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
REGUL.4TIONS ON SEA SHIPPING 

BUSINESS AND MARITIME SERVICE 
ACTIVITIES 

Article 21.- V~olations of the regulations on the 
use of t l ~ c  sea-shipping business license. the ship's 
operation license. the license for exploitation of sca- 
goil~g ship on fixed routes. the sea-shipping agency 
license and other m a r i t i ~ n e  operation licenses 
(hereafter referred collccti \~el~~ to as the licenses). 

1 A narning or a fine of from 100,000 10 500 000 
dong s l~a l l  be  inp posed on one of the Sollonlng 
I lol,ltlon acts 

a/ F,~ i l~ng  to report to the l~eenslng 'tgency on the 
changes dlread! registered in the I~cense. 

b/ Fail~iig to c o n ~ p l ~  n ~ t h  the regulat~ons on 
spcc~ali/cd stat~stical reports or f;iil~ng to pro11de 
other ncceTsan lnrornlation at the requests of tlle 
competent St,lte dgcnc!(~cs). 

C/  M ' I ~ I I I ~  ; ~ d \ e r L ~ s e n ~ e n l s  ContriIr! to tltc 
pcr~n~t tcd  bus~ncss contents or dd\crt~sing bus~ness 
contents not \et I ~censed 

2 A fine of from 1 000.000 to 5.000 000 dong 
sl~all be ~mposcd 011 each \ iolat~on act prescribed 111 

Cl;~usc 1 of t h ~ s  Art lclc I I I  cases \ \ h c ~ e  snc l~  lolatlon 
In\ ol\ cs in~ln! ~lggra! ating clrcumslances 

3 A fine of from o\cr 5.000.000 to 10.000.000 
dong shall be imposed on one of the folio\\ ~ n g  

lolatlon acts 

a/ Conduct~ng bus~ness actn ~ t t c s  not 111 line nltli 
the contents and scopes prescribed 111 the bus~ncss 
I~ceiwe. 

bi Failing to compl!, ~vi th  the pr~\~is ions  011 tlte 
ceiling and flooring freight rates. na~rigation fitinva! s 
itnd routes and ship naincs which enterprises l~a\ ,c 
registered: 

c/ Failing to adequatcl~- cqnip \,essels with means 
to ensure tile I lu~n ;~n  life and transport illcans safet!, 
nhilc conducting sea shipping business and maritiinc 
s c n  ice ncti~~itics: 

d/ Conducting sea shipping business and maritime 
scnice  acti1-itics n,ithout licenses or with expired 
licenses: 

cl  Rlodif! ing or erasirig licenses. 

1. A line of from 20.000.000 to 50.000.000 dong 
sl~all be imposed on each of ~iolation acts prescribed 
in Clausc 3 of this Article in cases ~vlicre such 
\,iolotion in\.ol\.es many aggraixting c i r c ~ ~ m s t a ~ ~ c e s .  

5. Additional sanctioning forins: 

Stripping off tllc rrgl~t to use the licen5es for 3 to 
0  month^ for c,tch of I ~ol ,~t ion ~ c t s  prcscr~bcd In 
Cl,tuses 1 ,111d 3 (c\cept for Point d) of t h ~ s  Art~cle 

Article 22.- Violntions of the regulat~ons on the 
sea-going ship purchase and sale 

1 A fine of from 500.000 to 2.000.000 dong sl~all  
be lrllposed on e;tch ,tct ofdellberatcl! making it fi11sc 
d c c l a ~ i ~ t ~ o n  of tcc l~nic ;~l  spcc~fici~tions of a ship 
intended for porclrasc or sale 

2 A line of from o\ cr 2.000.000 to 5.000 000 dong 
shall be 1111posed 011 each ,~ct  ofpurc l~as~ng or sell~ng 
,I s l ~ ~ p  nltiiout pcrni1t <IS prcscr~bcd 

3 A fine of froin o\ er 10.000.000 to 20.000.000 
doiig shall be nnposed 011 each ioldtlon act prcscrlbcd 
in Clauses 1 dnd 2 of this Article 111 cases \\here such 

iolation 111\ol\1es many aggra13ating c~rcn~ustances 

Section TV. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
KEGUIATIONS ON SEARCH AND RESCUE 

Article 23.- Violat~ons ofthe regulat~ons on search 
and rcscuc actl\rities 

1 4 line of froin 2.000.000 to 5.000.000 sllall be 
11nposcd on act of f;tlling to perform the prcscribcd 
dut! for m a r ~ t i n ~ e  search 2nd rcscuc 

2 A linc of from 01 er 5 000 000 to 10 000 000 
dong s11,tll be irnposcd on act of f,~ilrng to obc! the 
opcr,ition order n~thout  pl,~usrble ie,~son(s) or sho\\ing 
irrcspo~~s~bll~t!  \thlle e\ccutlng the operation order 
of rhc co~npctcnt agcnc! 

Section V. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
REGULATIONS ON SALVAGE OF 

PROPERTY SUNK IN THE SEA 

Article -74.- V ~ o l a t ~ o n s  of the rcgulal~ons 011 

sal\ ,tgc of propert! su lk  in the sea 

1 .  .4 jvarning or iI fine of frorn 200.000 to 
1 .OOO.OOO dong sllall be imposed on act of f:liling to 
rcporr or f;liling to promptl!. report as required on 
propcrl?- sunk in the sea: 

2 .  A fine of f ro~n 10.000.000 to 20.000.000 dong 
sh;tll be innposed on one of the follo\\.ing \.iolation 
acts: 

a/ Falling to plncc or failing to pro~nptl!, place ;I 

marker ;I[ 111c place tvl~ere the property has sunk: 

bi F;~iling to cart? out t l ~ c  sa luge  or complete the 
sal\-age of sunken propert! \\.itliin the prescribed tiitlc 
Illnit: 

cl Cili-n ing out tlie s;~l\,agc of sunken propert?- 
~vitl~out an!' pcrnlil: 
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d/ Failing to hand over the sunken property which 
has been incidentally recovered to the competent 
agency; 

e/ Failing to pay expenses related to the salvage 
of sunken property as prescribed. 

3. A fine of from over 20,000,000 to 50,000,000 
dong shall be imposed on each violation act prescribed 
in Clause 2 of this Article in cases such violation 
invohres many aggravating circumstances. 

3.  Additional sanctioning forms: 

Confiscation of material evidences and means used 
in  adnlinistrative violations; for violation acts 
prescribed in Clause 2 of this Article. 

Section VI. VIOLATIONS OF THE 
REGULATIONS ON ENSURING THE 

MARITIME SAFETY 

Article 25.- Violation of the regulations on 
ensuring the maritime safety 

l .  A fine of from 500,000 to 2.000.000 dong shall 
be inlposed on one of the following violation acts: 

a/ Failing to publicize pronlptly or publicizing 
untruthfully the "nlaritinle notices"; 

b/ Installing maritime signals not at the prescribed 
places and not according to the provisions of law; 

C/ Hiding maritime signals 

2. A fine of from over 2,000,000 to 5,000,000 dong 
shall be inlposed on each violation act prescribed in 
Clause 1 of this Article in cases where such violation 
invol\:es many aggra~~ating circumstances. 

3. A fine of from over 5,000.000 to 10,000,000 
shall be inlposed on one of the follo.cving violation 
acts: 

a/ Failing to place markers or placing markers not 
in  time to warn against obstacles on navigation 
fairways: 

b/ Dredging navigation fairways or dumping mud 
and soil not at the prescribed places: 

c/ Moving or damaging the maritime markers. 

1. Afine of from 20,000,000 to 100,000.000 dong 
shall be inlposed on each violation act prescribed in 
this Article in cases where such violation involves 
aggravating circun~stances. 

5. Application of other administrative measures: 

Conlpelled application of measures to overcome 
consequences and pay con~pensations for damage 
caused by violations prescribed in Clauses 1 and 3 of 
this Article. 

Article 26.- V~olations of the regulations on the 

maritime safety inspection activities 

1. A warning or a fine of from 200,000 to 
1,000,000 shall be imposed on each act of hindering 
or deliberately troubling a maritime safety inspector 
on duty or failing to satisfy hislher requests. 

2. A fine of from over 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 dong 
shall be imposed on each act of insulting or offending 
a maritime safety inspector on duty. 

3. A fine of from 5,000,000 to 10,000,000 dong 
shall be imposed on each violation act prescribed in 
Clauses 1 and 2 of this Article in cases where such 
violation involves many aggravating circumstances. 

4. Additional sanctions: 

Stripping off the right to use the shipmaster's 
license or the professional certificate for 3 to 6 months, 
for violation acts prescribed in Clauses 1 and 2 of 
this Article. 

Clzupter 111 

THE COMPETENCE AND PROCEDURES 
FOR SANCTIONING ADMINISTRATIVE 

VIOLATIONS 

Section I. THE SANCTIONING 
COMPETENCE 

Article 27.- The competence for sanctioning 
administrative ~~iolat ions  of the maritime safety 
inspectors and port authority directors: 

1. A maritime safety inspector on official duty can: 

a/ Serve a warning: 

b/ Impose a fine of up to 200,000 dong; 

C/ Confiscate material evidences and means used 
for administrativeviolations, valued at up to 500,000 
dong; 

d/ Compel the restoration of the original state 
which has altered due to administrative violations; 

e/ Conlpel the application of measures to overcome 
environmental pollution caused by administrative 
violations; 

fl Conlpel the destruction of articles hazardous to 
human health and environment. 

2. A regional chief maritime safety inspector can: 

a/ Senie a warning: 

b/ Impose a fine of up to 10,000,000 dong. 

c/ Confiscate material evidences and means used 
for adnlinistrative violations; 

d/ Strip off the right to use varions kinds of 
licenses, certificates, professional certificates, crew 
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member's passports and other diplomas according to 
his/her conlpetence for up to 3 months. In cases where 
such an operation license, certificate, professional 
certificate, crew member's passport or diploma has 
been granted by a superior State agency. he/she shall 
issue a decision to suspend the violation act and 
request the competent State agency to withdraw such 
papers. 

e/ Conlpel the restoration of the original state 
which has altered due to administrative violations; 

f/ Compel the application of measures to overcome 
the environmental pollution caused by administrative 
violations: 

g/ Compel the destruction of articles harnlful to 
human health; 

h/ Compel the paytnent of compensation of up to 
1,000,000 dong for damage caused by administrative 
violations. 

3. A maritime port authority director may 

a/ Serve a warning: 

b/ Inlpose a fine of up to 10,000,000 dong: 

C/ Confiscate material evidences and means used 
for ad~ninistrative violations; 

d/ Strip off according hidher competence, the right 
to use various kinds of licenses: certificates, 
professional certificates, crew member's passports and 
other diplon~as for up to 6 months. In cases where 
such an operation license, certificate, professional 
certificate, crew member's passport or diploma has 
been granted by a superior State agency, he/she shall 
issue a decision to suspend the violation act and 
request the competent State agency to withdraw such 
papers. 

e/ Compel the restoration of the original state 
which has altered due to the administrative violations; 

f/ Conlpel the application of measures to overcome 
the environmental pollution caused by administrative 
violations; 

g/ Compel the destruction of articles harmful to 
human health; 

h/ Conlpel the payment of compensation of up to 
1,000,000 dong for damage caused by administrative 
violations. 

4. The central-level chief maritime safety inspector 
may: 

a/ Serve a warning; 

b/ Inzpose a fine of up to 20,000,000 dong; 

c/ Strip off according to hidher competence, the 
right to use various kinds of licenses, certificates, 
professional certificates, crew menlber's passports and 
other diplomas for up to 6 months. In cases where 
such an operation license, certificate, professional 

certificate: crew member's passport or diploma has 
been granted by a superior State agency, he/she shall 
issue a decision to suspend the violation act and 
request the competent State agency to withdraw such 
papers. 

d/ Confiscate material evidences and means used 
for administrative violations; 

e/ Compel the restoration of the original state 
which has altered due to the administrative violations: 

fl Con~pel the application of measures to overcome 
the environmental pollution caused by administrative 
violations; 

g/ Compel the destruction of articles harnlful to 
human health; 

h/ Compel the payment of compensations of up to 
1,000,000 dong for damage caused by administrative 
violations. 

Article 28.- Presidents of commune-level People's 
Committees shall have the conlpetence to sanction 
administrative violations as defined in Article 26 of 
the Ordinance. 

Article 29.- Presidents of district-level People's 
Committees shall have the conlpetence to sanction 
administrative violations as defined in Article 27 of 
the Ordinance. 

Article 30.- Presidents of the People's Con~n~ittees 
of the provinces and centrally-run cities may: 

a/ Serve a warning; 

b/ Impose a fine of up to 100,000,000 dong; 

C/ Apply the additional sanctioning forms 

In cases where the additional sanctioning form of 
stripping off the right to use licenses, permits, 
certificates, professional certificates and crew 
nlenlber's passports granted by the specialized State 
management agencies is applied, the presidents of the 
provincial-level People's Comnlittees shall request the 
State nlanagement agencies that have granted such 
licenses, permits, certificates, professional certificates 
and/or crew member's passports to issue decisions to 
withdraw such papers. 

Article 31.- The principles for assigning the 
competence to sanction administrative violations: 

1. The specialized inspection agencies shall be 
competent to sanction administrative violations in 
maritime activities related to the branches under their 
respective management. 

2. In cases where an administrative violation in 
the nlaritime field falls under the sanctioning 
competence of several agencies, the sanctioning shall 
be effected by the first agency that accept the case's 
dossier. 



OFFICIAL GAZETTE NO. 37 (08-10-1999) 

Section 11. THE SANCTIONING 
PROCEDURES 

Ar t i c le  32. -  The  procedures for appl! i ~ r g  
administrati\-c sanctioning forms: 

1 .  Upon dctccting an a d ~ r ~ i n i s t r a t i ~ . ~  \,iolation in 
thc maritime field. the person with s a ~ l c t i o ~ l i ~ l g  
compctcncc  sh ;~ l l  ha\.e to issuc a n  order  to 
inr~ncdiatcl! suspend such \,iolat;on act. 

2 In cascs I\ here an adm~n~s t r~ l t l \  c ~ o l a t ~ o ~ l  must 
bc s,lnct~oncd n ~ t h  a narnlng or a f ~ n c  ofup to 20.000 
dong tlic person \I ~ t h  sanctlonlng colnpetence sIi,~ll 
hnr c to ~ s s u c  a n  011-the-spot snnctlonlng d c c ~ s ~ o n  
;~ccord~ng  to tllc s ~ m p l e  procedures prcscr~bed 111 

AI t lclc 46 of tlic Ord~na~lce  

? In c,iscs \\ here ,111 ndrntn~strdt~\ e \ ~ol , l t~on  must 
be s,lnct~oncd w ~ t h  a fine of over 20 000 dong tlic 
person \\ 1111 thc s,lnctionlllg competence shall Ii,i\ c 
to promptl! record sucli a d ~ n ~ ~ i ~ s l r , ~ t ~ \  c I ~ o l a t ~ o ~ l  In a 
mlnutcs accord~~ig  to the pro\ lslons in Art~cle 47 of 
the Ord~naiicc If the rn~nutcs makcr IS lnconipctcnt 
to S , ~ I ~ C ~ I O I ~  srlch , idm~n~str , l t~\  C \ 10li1t101i hc/slic shnll 
11,n c to promptl! Tor-\\ ,lrd tlic mlnutcs m d  tlic rele\ ,lnt 
dossrcr to thc competent l e ~ e l .  for Isqu'lncc of the 
sanctlonllig dcc~slon 

Within l 5  da!rs after  t h e  ~ n i n u t e s  on tlic 
administrati\ e~,iolation is ~nadc. rllc co~npeteot pcrson 
shall have to issue a decision to setlction such 
ad mini strati^,^ \,iolation according to Article 48 of 
tlic Ordinance. The ab0i.e-said time limit ma!, be 
estcndcd but sliall ~rol cscccd 30 days. 

1 A sanc t~on~ng  d c c ~ s ~ o n  sliall t:lhe efl'ect ,iftcr 
its slgnlng e\ccpt for c,lscs \ \ l i c~c  the c f f e c t ~ ~ c  d,lte 
I S  c l c , ~ r l  ~ n s c r ~ b c d  thercln 

Tlle e f f e c t ~ \ c  d e c ~ s ~ o n s  shall bc sent to the 
sanct~oncd organl/,ltlons and ~ n d ~ \ i d u a l s  as \\ell as 
tllc fine collcct~ng agcnclcs nlt111n 1 da!s after such 
sdnctlonlng dec~s~oris are ~sslied D e c ~ s ~ o n s  on tines 
of from 2.000 000 dotlg or more shitll be sell1 to tlic 
People's Procurac? ofthc sanie Icr cl 

5. The fined organizations and indil-iduals shall 
1la1.c to pa!, their fines at thc places i~lscribcd in tlic 
s;lnctioning decisions and shall get r i~rc rcccipts. Tlie 
Ministry of Finance  sliall a s s a m c  tlic pr ime 
responsibility and coordinate nitli tlic Ministr! of 
Co~~inlnnicatio~is and Transport it1 guiding in detail 
the procedures for collecting and paging fines. 
managing and using proceeds from sanctions against 
adnlinistrati\.c \.iolations in tlie nlariti~llc ficld. 

0 I t  IS  str~ctl! proll~bitcd to collcct fines 011 the 
spot 

7 The  forms of a d m l n ~ s t r a t r \  e \ l o l a t ~ o n  
sanc t~on~ng  mlnutcs and dccls~ons sliall be set b! the 
h l ~ n ~ j t c r  of C o ~ n ~ l l u n ~ c a t ~ o n s  a ~ l d  Transport 

Article 33.- Tlie procedurcs for strlpplng OK the 
r ~ g l l t  to use d~p lo rnas .  I~censcs .  p ro fess~ona l  
certlficatcs. cert~ficates and cren member's passports 

1 The procedures for strlpplng OK the r~glit to 
use I~ccnscs. profess~o~lal ccr t~f ic~~tes ,  cert~fic;ltes and 
crcv nic~nber's passports shall strictl) co~npl! W 1t1i 
tlic pro' ~s lons  of Art~cle 50 of the 0rd11i:tncc 

2. Upon detecting that a license. professional 
ccrtific;ltc. nrittcn certification or crew member's 
passport Iias bcen granted ultra \'ircs or has unla\\~ful 
contents. tlic person conlpete~l t  to sanct ion 
adnrinistrat i~,~ \.iolations in tlic maritime field shall 
ha\,c to im~ncdialclj \\.itlldril\~ i t .  and at thc same timc 
notify tlie coiliildtcnt State agency thereof for 
liandling. 

Article 3-1.- The procedures for confiscati~ig and 
hand1111g ~i ia tcr~al  c \ ~ d e ~ i c c s  dnd means used for 
ad rn~~us t ra t~ \  e I ~o la t~ons  

1 .  Wllen applying tlic sanct ioni~ig  form of 
confiscating rnatcrial c\,idcnccs and Ineans used for 
adrniriistr;lti\.c \,iolations. tlic person rvitll sanctioning 
colilpctcncc sliall 11aj.e to make a rninutes according 
to tlic pro\isions of Article 5 1 of the Ordinance. 

2 A d e c ~ s ~ o n  to co~lfiscate mater~al e\ ~denccs and 
means t~scd for nn ad rn~n~s l ra t~ r  e violat~on. I alued at 
5.000.000 dong or Iuorc. sllall be prompt11 sent to 
tlic People's Procurac! of tlie same let cl 

3. Tlie handling of material c\.idcnccs and Illcans 
used for administrat i~t  \.iolations sllall cori-lpl! n.ith 
tllc provisiolls of Article 52 of tlic Ordinance. 

Article 35.- Esccutio~i of sanctioning dccisions 

1. Organi~atiorrs arid indi~iduals sa~~ctioncd for 
their administra(ive violalions shall have to esecute 
sanctioning decisions ~vithin 5 days aftcr they arc 
Iiandlcd sucli sanctioning decisions. except for cascs 
\vlicrc sue11 timc li~llit is clearly stated therein. If past 
that timc limit. tlic sanctioned organi~ations and 
indi~iduals fail to ~~oluntarily execute tlie sanctioning 
decisions. tlie persons with sanctioning competence 
may apply appropriate cocrci\,e measures against 
them. 

2 The npp l~cd t~on  of measures to coerce tllc 
e\ecullon of a d n l ~ n ~ s t r a t ~ \  e \ ~ o l a t ~ o ~ i  sanctlolllllg 
d e c ~ s ~ o n s  shilll coriipl! n ~ t h  the pro\Ilsions of Art~cle 
36 of this Decree and other rele\ ant pro\'islons of lan 

3 .  An adrninistrati1.e \.iolation sanctioning 
decision sliall cease to be cffecti\,e one \,ear aftcr it is 
issucd. In cases where the sanctioned organization or 
indi\ idual dclibcratcl! shirk or delay the esccution, 
such statute of li~nitatio~ls shall 1101 app!!. 

Article 36.- Application of measures to coerce the 
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execution of ;ldministrnti\~e violation sanctioning 
decisions 

1 The appllcatlon of lnc,tsurcs to cocrcc the 
e\ecutlon of a d ~ n ~ n ~ s t r a t l \  c r lol;it~on sanctlonlng 
dcclslons shall be cKectcd according to the follou Ing 
speclfic regulations 

a/  Deduc t~on  of a part of wage or  Income. 
dcduct~on of Inone! fro111 bank accounts. 

b/ Dlstralnt of propert! or a part of propert! n llh 
a value corresponding to the linc  mount. for nuctlon 
sale. 

c/ Temporarily not a l lon~ng  the fined rcssels to 
1ear.e the port untll they full! pal the fines 

2 Persons competent to sanctlon ,idlnlnlstrall~e 
\ ~ ~ o l a t ~ o n s  can lssuc cocrclr c dcclslons nlld shall har e 
to organtte the cocrclon 

3. The coerced organi~ations and indi~iduals shall 
ha\;e to bea r  all m p e n s e s  for organizing the 
enforcement of coercir.~ Ineasures. 

1 The pcoplc's pollce force s l ~ ~ l l  hnrc to ellforce 
the cocrcn c declslons of [he People s Comm~ttces of 
the same le\el  and coord~nnte  n l t h  other Stntc 
'Igencles In organl/lng the enforcement of cocrcn e 
declslons of such 'Igenclcs \\ hcn so requested 

5. The transfer of dossiers on ad~ninistrativc 
\.iolations for penal liability csamination sliall comply 
n,itli the pro\.isions of Article 53 of the Ordinance. 

COMPLAINTS, DENUNCIATIONS AND 
HANDLING OF VIOLATlORS 

Article 37.- Colnplatnts. denunciattons and 
settlement thereof 

1 .  O r g a n i ~ a t i o n s  and  indi\ , iduals tha t  a r c  
sanctioned for their administratlr e r.iolalions in the 
maritime domain or their 1an.ful representatives may 
lodge colnplaints against sanctioning decisions of 
competent persons according to tllc prolisions of the 
Law on Complaints 2nd Denunciations. Pending tlic 
complaint scttlemcnt b!; the competent agency(ies). 
the sanctioned organizations and indir,iduals shall still 
have to execute the sanctio~ling decisions. except for 
cases of colnpelled dislnantle~ncnt of construction 
projects. 

In cases where the complainants dis'igree n l th  the 
conlpld~nt settling declslons the\ md! further lodge 
tllelr colnplalnts to the lnlnlediate superiors of the 
persons \\h0 ha\e  Issued such dccls~ons or lnltlatc 
adml~ilstratl\e lansults ~ l t  the competent courts 

2 .  The procedures for lodging and settling 

cornplaints and initiating adlninistrati~c la\\.suits sllall 
compl! with the pro\.isions of Articles 87 and 88 of 
the Ordinance on Handllng of Administrati\.e 
Violations and tlic Ordinance on the Procedures for 
Settling Administrative Cases. 

3 .  Vietnalncsc and foreign indir,iduals nla! 
dcnoonce to the colnpctcnt State ;igcncics acts 
adlninistrativc \.iolation in the 1n;lritirnc field 
committed bj- organi~ations and otller indir~iduals 
according to the pro\,isions of the legislation on 
coruplaints and dcn~lnciations 

1. Victnamcsc and  foreign irtdir,iduals m;i! 
dcnooncc to the conlpctcnt State agencies unlanful 
acts committed b!- pcrsons competent to sanction 
adolinistrati\.c \.iolations in the ~nar i t i~nc  field. 

The settlen~ent of den~ulciatioas shall comply with 
the current la\\ pro\.isions. 

Article 38.- Handllllg of \.lol;~tions 

1. Persons cornpctent to sanction adn1inistr;it i1.c 
\.iol;itions in the tuarititnc field \v110 harass. tolcr;~tc 
or  co\.cr up \.iolators. filil to impose sanctions or 
sanction not in time. ilnproperl! or ultra r.ircs shall. 
depending on the nature and seriousness of their 
r~iol;itions. be disciplined or examined for penal 
liability. If damage is caused. compensations tllcrcfor 
must be lnadc according to pro\pisions of lart.. 

2 .  Persons sanctioned for their adrninistratir.c 
~iola t ions  in tlic ~naritinle field \\:l10 hinder or act 
against officials on inspection and control duties, or 
dcliberatcl!. dcla! o r  shi rk  the  esecutioll  of 
ad~ninistratir~c violation sanctioning decisions sllall. 
depending on the n;iture and seriousness of their 
\,iolations. be administrati\.ely handled or examined 
for penal liabilit!. according to the pro\.isions ofla\\. 

IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS 

Article 39.- Efrcct 

This Decree takes effect 15 days after its signing. 

To annul the follorving pre\,iously promulgated 
regulations on sanctions against adruinistrati\.e 
\iolations in the nlaritilne field: 

To annul Article 16. Chapter 111 of the Rcgulat ion 
on  organization and operation of the Vietnam 
maritinie safety inspectorate. promulgated together 
nit11 the Priri~e Ministcr's Decision No. 201ITTg of 
December 28. 1992. 

To annul Articles 57. 58. 59 and 60. Chapter TV 
of the Regulation on nlanagcrncnt of nlaritimc 
acti~rities at seaports and lnaritinle zones in V~etnam 
promulgated together nit11 the Government's Decree 
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No. 13lCP of February 25, 1994 

Article 40.- The implementation organization 
responsibilities 

The Minister of Comn~unications and Transport 
shall have to guide the implementation of this Decree 

The ministers, the heads of the ministerial-level 
agencies, the heads of the agencies attached to the 
Government and the presidents of the People's 
Committees of the provinces and centrally-run cities 
shall have to implement this Decree. 

On behalf (gtlze Government 
Prime Minister 

P H A N  VAN KHAI 


