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FISHERIES ACT 1953 

R s m s  ( M h n m a a )  (SAUW-) R ~ T I ~ B  1976 

IN exercise of thc powero conferred by section 2 of the Fishcrics Act 8/63, 
1963. the Minister maka tho :ohwing regulations: 

1 { l )  These regulations may be c i t d  as thc Ffrhexf- (Mulrk) Cititian. 
(Surwmk) &&t!utu I976 and shall have application only in rapcct of r ~ p l i c a t i o ~  
Eshbg and Eshcriu in maritime waten adjaccnt to the coast of Suawnk z$;'inL 
and estuarine waters in Sarawak. 

(2) These Regulatioxu ahall- 
(a) in respect of Bshing and fishtrite in maritime waters, come into 

force on thc datc immediately following the date of publication 
of these Regulations; and 

(b) in respect of hhing and fi4helicr in cstuarim waten. come into 
force on a datc or dates as :tbt Minister may. with the con- 
currcnce of the State Government. appoint by notification in 
the Gazette and different dates n a y  be appointed for different 
areas of Sarawak. 

PRELIMINARY 

2. In these Regulatioac. unlcsr the context otherwise rquires- Interpre- 
Tishcry Officer" has the same mcanhg assigaed to i t  in the btia. 

Fisheries .Act 1963 ncJ &all for &e -.c of &u- Rc~:h~:a 
include the l i t c h g  o & ~ r ;  

"0shing appliances" or "appliances" means any equipment, gear 
or instrument for catching of fish but d w  not include app!iances 
rpccificd in the Fint Schedule. 

LICENCES 

3. (1) No person shall within temtorial waters adjacent to coast of Ljccnrata 
Slnwak- opcnto 

fishing 
(a) operate or permit or cause to bc operated any fishing stakes , L . L C , ~ ~  

or app~iancc: firhing 

(b) have h his possession ou board P vessel any fishing appliance or rppliance~. 

any part tlxreoZ: or  
(c) set up' any dshing stake; 

unless he is domiciled in Sarawak and thcrc is in forcc in respect of 
such staku or appliances a liccna or permit as tk case may be grantcd 
under Lhesc Regulations. 

(2) No pcrson shall outside tcmtorial waters adjacent to the coast 
d Sarawak- 

Cd) operate or permit or cause to  !X operated any Bshing stakes or 
appliance: 

(5) -m bir possession on board a vessel any fishing appliance; or 
( c ) s z~mpanyd th ing  stake; 

mitnr there n in forot in zsslpzt of such Rakts or  appliances a liocnce 
ao pnnit a~.ifit  txrt h g n a t d .  mrda tfrtn Zegulations. 
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4. (I) Application for a liwace in respcct of bhiog stakes and 
appliancc3 shag be made in writing to the Fisbcry Oficer who may 
issue a liccocc afoicsaid or reject &c application; a d  evcry application 
shall contain such particulars as the Fishery Officer may rcquue. 

(2) An applicant fcr a licence in respect of any of the fishing appliances 
specified in thc first co!umn of the Third Schcdulc thcrcto shall- 

(G) d e w i t  with tha Fisfiay Cfficer the amount sptcified in the 
correspndkg s a n d  colunn of the said ScbeduIe tither in cnc 
lump sum or if the Director-Gcncral consitlers it just so to allow 
in cascs of gcnuhe hardship. h not more than five monrbly 
instalmen3 commencing on thc data on which a liccnoc 15 
issued and th~,Fiihcry OEcer shall cvidcacs the making of such 
deepsit by thr, ksw of a receipt; or 

(b) if the Director-Gectral so allows give the Fishery O f i r ~ r  n 
W e r ' e  guarantee for the amount specified in t5c corrtspmding 
scmrid coIumn of the s ~ i d  Scbdulc. 

(3) Tho application and issue of a permit to set up any ncw f i h i ~ g  
stakes shall bc in accordance with Regulation 10. 

(4) Any licerce or permit issued under this regulation may k subject 
to such terms and conditions as the Fishery O5c t r  deem fit and in 
any case whcrc trsv~l. drift gill nets, and fishing stakes are used shall 
in addition he aubjcc? to the tenns and conditions as spcciiied in the 
Fourth, and Efth and Skch Schedulc respectively. 

(5) No b h A g  stakes or appliances shal! be opcrated in such manner 
or at such place as to obstruct navigation or withh such distance of any 
island as spxi'fied in the Turtles (Prevention of Distut?ancc) Rulcv 1962. 

(6) bay  penon who contravenes any of the conditions of the 
afwessid licence and permit shall ba deemed to have acted contrary 
to the provisions of thcs- Regulations. 

S. There shall Ibc payable in respect of fishing appliances and fishing 
stakes specified in the 6rst column in the S ~ w n d  Schdule herdo the 
fees spccificd in the second column of the said Schedule. 

6.  Whcre any person is licensed in respect of trawl nets. the Fishery 
Ofticer may. by endorsement os such liccuce. autSorizt such person 
to use other h h h g  appliances : 

Provided that where such autho:ization by endorscrnent is made on 
such licence, such person shall be exempted from paying the fees 
specified in the corresponding sccond column of t5c Second Schedule. 

7, (1) A 6s- stake licensed under these Rqulations shall be - .  
#y t TrnTnkr plate to be provided by the Fishcry Officer; and 

& holder Jf s d  licaux shall at all timrs display i t  in a conspicuous 
~ o n ~ ~ s ~  

Q A &.of ,v .xhggh shalt be chargeable in respect of a number 
pbtt.snpplitdas- 



( j j  In thc evmt that a aurnher  plai.2 aforesaid is I c ~ t .  rrAult.ilatcd o r  
dcstrojrcd. the holder of tbe 1iccn.c shall forthwith irdorm the Fishery 
W c c r  accordingly, and on payment of a fee mentioned in paragraph 
(2) the Fishcry Officer- 

(a) shall issue a. new number plate which shall be displayed in the 
manner described in paragraph (1): 

(b) shall record such fact in the liccnce held by the licence and any 
other records kept by the Fishery Of3iccr. 

S. The Director-General of Fisheries may determine the number of Number of 
licences which may be issued in any year in respect of fishing stakes 
and dshing appliances. 

9. Subject to the provisions of the Sixth Schedule no penon shall F u g  
operate or permit or cause to bc operated any b h i n g  appliances within a p p l i ~ g m  
a distance of two hundred fathoms of any fishing stakes licensd under 
these Regulations. within 200 

faulorru or 
filhing 
rtaku. 

10. (1) Any penon wishing to set up any fishing stakes may make an AppIicgion 
application in writing io chat behalf to the Fishcry Officer. specifying F;&?; 
in such application the type and site of the khing  s ~ k c s  proposed to ,,,p 
be set u p  and. if so  ruluircd by the Fishery Odicer, furnishing tlic plan fihp 
of the said site. s1nk.u 

(2) On an application being made as aforeslid the Fishery CXEcer 
may survey the site specified in &c application or in the plan furnished. 
if eny, and may. if hc is satisfied that the setting up of the fishing stakes 
aforesaid will not contravene any of Lhc provisions of these Regulitions, 
issue a pennit. and. in any other cast rcjcct tlle application. 

-(3) Sefore a permit under this .regulation is isssd in i n e s ~ t  of thc 
fishing stakes specified in tile 6nt wlunn  in tbc Third Schedule hereto 
the applicant shall be required to make with the Fishcry Oficcr the 
deposits spccificd in the m s p o n d i n g  second column in the said 
Schedule which shall be paid to the Treasury. 

Provided that the Director-General may in any casc wbere it would 
be f i r  or just so to do allow an applicant to make only parr of the 
amount prescribed: end in every such case thc applicant n a y  in lieu of 
making ihe full deps i t  furnish a bank guarantee or  execute a bond 
with cr  without sureties as may be approved by the Director-General. 

(4) The making of deposits shall b: evidenced by a rcceipt issued by 
the Treasury. 

-OVAL OF FISHING STAKES AND FISKING APPI.IANCES 

11. (l) h y + . p n s b n  who ceases to operate any fishing stakcs or Removalof 
a p p h x x s  Asall notify the Fishery Ofliccr immediately. fishing 

s u k a  and 
appli a ncu. 

Q) Such pcrsm dmstid stall rcrnove siich stakes or app1ianu:s and 
jmlr pokj. admu,  floatr and any a lnz  ~jci l l iq  apparatus used in the 
~~~~z IxQo of snda stakes or appknu~ ktlzadh or witkin such time as 
a F i s h c r y ~ ~ m r y l ~  
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tion ct CIC Fickcrj G X x i  ci ~ i . 2  (5: ?r~)'&aw c i  reg~bucm, rte 
Fishery Df3ccr may re;nov=. cn9 dest~oy the hhiug $'-ales or fishing 
appliances or pia, ~ n c l i o ~ .  dc.nts cr  other ancillary epparatus utd in 
the operation of such sp~l%r;ces: acil m y  deposit paid under Regulation 
10 in rcspcct of a lishing stake c r  i p p l i a ~ c s  shall be forfeited: 

Providd t h ~ t  whe1.o the cxpxses zo incurred exceed the amount of 
such deposit QC balance shcll be rxovcrablo from the person in whose 
name the deposit rqirss rczdc. 

12. Plhere. by thr, ~ i z r a t i o n  o i  any fkhing appliance licensed under 
these ReguIations, eay fishing st&es or other fishing a p p l i a o ~ ~ s  are 
damaged. the liccasee of the fishing applizncc first mentioned shall 
forfeit so mu& of the depcxit (if eny) made in respect cf that appliance 
as equals the claim madc io respect of the fishing stakes of appliances 
damaged as aforesaid : 

CanceILatioa 
of licence 
and permit 
md forici- 
turc of 
depositx. 

Provided that whcrc the c h i n  made in respect of the fishing stakes 
or appliances damazed e;;ccccis tlic zmount of such deposits the balance 
shall be recoverable from the pcrson or persons in whose name the 
deposit was nadc. 

13. Where the holder ot m y  liccnm or permit issued under tbcce 
Kcgulatioru contn~:ects or fail; to comply with any conditions i rnpcd 
thcrcm by virtue cf tL.-ss Repy1a:iohs- 

(a) such licencc c r  pzmii may be cancelled, and if such licence or  
permit is cancelled ~.iiy Cepsit made under these Regulations 
shall be forfeited: or 

(b) if the l i ~ n c e  or  ~ t ~ i ?  i s  ~ c t  cantclled the  whole or any part 
of the deposit msde nndcr these: Regulations may be fotfcitod. 

14. .U fishing stakes which ilnmediir.t.zly bcfore the comenccmcnt  of 
these Regulatiols were l iccrsd un.lcr thc rcpealul Regulations shall. 3c 
deemed to hsve beea set up in eccardancc vrith the provisions ot these 
Rtgulatiom provided thz! tliero sh~!1 be made to the State Treasury in 
m p c t  of such fshing stakes. witl:ln three months of the cornmenccrrlent 
affiese Regulations. the dtpmits required to bc made under thc Third 
S&cd& hacto or 5 9  rncci~ thereof RS h i i ~  not already been made: and 
tht mdcing d such dc-pa:its Cal l  be cvidencxd by o. raxipt issued by 
Yix said TV- 

IS. The Eloqy (CmSnentiil Shelf) Ttcylatioas 1958 nnd the Kilongs ~~ W a ? u s ) ~ ~  1956 are repaled. 



U<EMPTED APPLUNCES 

(a) Tontang 
(b)  Taut 
(c) Saledolc 
(d)  Sed& 
(e) Eubu Sunaei 

Lukah 
(5) Jala 
( h )  Bdais set in waten less &an one fathom 

(1) Hook and line not exceeding three hooks. 

LICENCE FEES 

(1) 
Appliwcs/Stakes 

(2) 
Fees 
d. 

( I )  Tnwl Nets 
Trawl nets used with engind boats of: 
(a) 75  tons gross tonnage and ... above ... . . ... SlW.OCl per gear pc: 

annum 
(6) 40 tons g m s  tonnage but less ... than 75 tons goss tounage 50.00 .. 
(c) 15 tons gross tonnage but less 

than 40 tons gross tonnage ... 1O.M 
(4 k s  &an 1 S tons gross touage 5.00 .. 

(2 )  Gill-DriFt Nets 
... (i)Driftncts ... ... 1.00 .. 
... (ii) Encircling sets ' ... 1.00 .. 

... ... (iii) Bottom nets ... 1.00 

... ... (3) B a c h  Scinc Nets ... 1 .W .. 

(5) Lift, Scoop anti Push Nets ... 1.00 v s  

.f6) Bag Nets 
... -h ... ... ... 1.00 Per set af 4 

gears or part 
thereof per 
m u m  

P-h . .- -- .*S .- 1.00 
nlY 4 - -- - 1-03 .. 
J n h t  -- a U 1.00 - ." 



(2) 
Fees 

... (8) Eooks and Lines ... ... S 1.90pergearpcr 
m u m  

(9)  Traps 
(a) Bubu Laut ... ... ... 1.00 .. 
( b )  Bintoh ... ... ... 1.00 per set of 10 

gears or part 
t ,herd pet 
annum 

... (10) Shellfish. ... ... ... Free ol 
chargc 

(1 1) MisceLlancous ... ... ... 1.00 per gear pcr 
annum 

(12) Fishing Stakes 
Kelong ... ... ... ... 163.00 per fkhing 

stake per 
BMUm 

... icrmal ... ... ... 5.00 .. 
Jungkat ... ... .-. ... 2.00 .. 

... Ngian ... ... ... 1 .OG .. 
Lendong ... ... ... ... 1 .GO .. 
Belat (in watcw of not less than 
onc fathom) ... ... ... 1 .M .. 

T Z ~ R U  SCHEDULE 
(P.egulation 4 (2)) 

DEPOSITS FOR ElSHING APPLIANCES 

(1)  ' (2) 
Appliances/St,nkes  deposit.^ 

l .  Trawl Nets 
Trawl nets used with engined boats of- 

(a )  75 tons gross tonnage and atmve 5400.00. 
(b)  40 tons gras tonnsge and less than 

... 75 tous gmss tomage ... 200.00 
(c) 15 tons gibss tonnage but less than 

... 40 tons gross tonnage ... 50.00 
... (d) less than l 5  tons g r ~ s  tomagc 10.00 

2. Fishing Stakes 
(a) Kelong, Jermal. Jungkst. Ngian, 

I.endong : 
6 ) S d  up in waters 5 fathams 
or more in-depth (duricg low 

... mxer spriug tide) ... 500.00 
@Set up in water 3 fathoms or 

morc but Icss-than 5 fathorns 
(Jm;ngbw water sprine tide) 700.03 



14 
Appliances l Stakes 

( 2 )  
Deposirs 

(iii) Set up in wzters less than 3 
fathoms (during low water 
spring tide) ... ... ... 100.00 

(b) Belat (other than fishing stakes 
specified above) : 
Set up in waters 1 r'athorn cr more 
in depth (during low water spring 
tide) ... ... ... ... 50.00 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF LICENCE FGR TRAWL FISHING 
OmR TEAWL N E T  

1. The mesh size of any ottzr [I-awl net shallbe not less than one iach 
ext.ension measure at the cod eccl. 

2. Except as may be restricted to any area by the Fishery OEccr in 
the terms azd condi t i~ns  of licence. ottcr trawl nets used with engintd 
boats of: 

(a) 75 tons grois tonnage and above with 200 horse power aud 
above shall be used only in waters beyond 10 milcs; or  

(b) 40 tons gross tomage I;ut !ess tban 75 tons gross tonnage with 
100 horsc rmver w d  above shaLl be used only in watels bcyond 
7 miles; or 

(c) 15 tons gross lomagc but less than 40 tons gross tonnage with 
60 horsc powcr ,md ebove shall be used only in waters beyond 
5 miles; or 

(4 kss than IS tons gross tonnzge with less tban 60 horse power 
shall bc used only in wztms beyond 3 miles un!ess otherwise 
authorised by the Fishery OAiccu; 

off the coast GE the State: 

Provided that lber F i s h q  Officer may by endorsement of the liccnw, 
permi~ fishing in the watrrs off the coast from Tanjung Datu to Tanjung 
Sir* with trawl nets bcyond 1 horn the coast during -15t months 
of November to febn~ary. 

: -.L;- - --.- - --,. -,. ' 
. . , .,- ..-. +'. - , . . . ' -.. ,.,'l 

, . . L.* - ..- . . . . . - , -. 1.T.1  --.:.l: =:.--I = ::.:.- ... --. . . -.- .: .-. 
than l j  to25 gross taonagl ;nd :JICC 1.5s than 63 horse ~ o w r :  shsl. be 
carried out wi!bn the hours of 6.00 am. to 6.W p.m. 

4. Fisking with ottcr trawl nc!s used wit11 engined b a t s  of i.5 tons goss  
tonnage AM! sbovt \vith corjncs of 60 harsc power and above may be 

OLP tlaxuqhoui tbc day ancl n~ght except aff tho area from 
Tanjun3 Daha to Tanjams Sirik whtra the Fishcry 0Ece.r may rckict 

bQlrs af --g. bycm&mmxct on the licence. 

L ~-~ gdJy t k  hod or b a t s  and employ person or 
psas 2 q l p m d ' t y  .tht .fii aisxL 



TERMS AND COPlCTilOPlS CIF L I E N C E  FOR. D?-ET-GILL NETS . 

FIZTING 

1. Fishing with drift-,* c:io clay h: permit:ed o d y  during the hours 
between 5.01) p m .  mc! 6.Q0 c.c. mltm othewis~  auihorisCd by the 
Fishery Officer. 

2. T h e  o p t o r  of z dfit-#J oe! :B211 display: 
' 

(a) o re  white Light visi2lc at l e s t  2 neutical miles JI round on his 
' boat; 

(b) oat white li&t ViRi513 ct 1 ~ 3 3  2 n t ~ t i c d  d e s  all round at the 
d i s k 1  end of Ss c'rLEt-?z r;ct st a height of 4 to 6 feet above 
the surface of tbt see; and 

(c) oce brightly co!ousxl dfiag visible at least 2 nautical miles all 
round st the dist.71 end or' his drilt-gill net at a height of 5 to 6 
.feet abovc ths SW<.-..=c CC tl~c szn. 

TERMS AND CQlK)riiS;\!J" 09 PISfLLF[G STAKES PERMIT AND 
I-YCENCE 

l .  The foliowing con&tion; sksll bc eltached to a pcrmit issued in 
respect of tho setting up C.: h3hr: stxkcs: 

(Q) the fishing stakrs sshGl be sz: ilp tnihin a period of threc months 
from 1 1 ~ :  datc cf isnic oi" L!JC permit or within such longer period 
zs the Fkhery OKmr way authorit; 

(b) ns soon as  be s;d;es 5avs bax set up. md 'U1 any case not 
later than twcnty-onc days &crcof the holder of thc permit 
shall apply for n licmc.: tcj operate tbc said fishing s t z k s ;  

(c) except witb the approvcl of t!!c !;izhcry Of ic~r .  no fishing stakes 
which arc set in v;;.tcr l e s  thu. (hroc fathoms in dep& 
{dgring low wa:cr spriu.5 tidej. shall be within a distaocc of 
WO bxixd i~tho:ns from wly p311 ot rnY c h e r  iishing stakes 
M hkc1dre.d fa!bcrcs hi h.*; 

(d) ~ u % h k a c 2 r c : u 1  t.f tha Fizhcry O!Kcer. no fishing sakes 
wkh*are sri 'y\ iz wa!zrs Ehx fathom or more in dcph 
(during law ontcr spriog tide), :hall bz within four hundred 
i a b m s  fma my prt cJ er?y other fishicg stda or n d  
ttar h&.%&=.*. 



2. W e l t  rcquircd by a Fibery Officer so to do, thc holder of liceuct 
shall display on any Gshing stakcs sd up, from sunset to sunrisc. a light 
or lights of such colour and visibility as may be specified in the lfmcc. 

Made this 26th day of Novcrntcr 1976. 

Non:  For be purpos~ of tkae Re,daticns, b e  breadth of the !mitorial 
waters adjacent to tf?t ccast cf Sarowak, construed in accordance with 
the provisions of the Emergency (Essential Fowcrs) Ordhance, No. 7 
1969, is twelve nautical miks. 


