
Law NO. 19 of 1988

Jordan Valley Development Law

:'hi, Law shall be cited as the "Jordan Valley Devel­

,'il!nent Law of 1988" and shall come into effect from

.• !<: date of t:; publication in the Official Gazette.

The fo11owing words and expressions whenever used

ifl this Law shall have the meaning assigned hereunder

\1nless the context indicates otherwise.

Jordan 'Valley

or the Valley: The area which lies below sea level,

between the Jordanian boundary to the north

and the northern edge of the Dead Sea to the

South and the lower parts of the basins of the

Yurrnouk and Zarqa Rivers which lie below the

300 meters above sea level contour and any

other area or areas the Cabinet of Ministers
may decide to make a part of it.

Authority: The Jordan Valley Authority established
under this Law.



Board of Directors

or the Board: Board of Directors of the Jordan VJl·
ley Authority

Ministry: The Ministry of Water and Irrigation

Minister: TIle Minister of Water and Irrigation.

Secretary General: The Secretary General of the Jor­

dan Valley Authority.

Person: Any Jordanian of legal age (21 year~; old L

who has a sound mind and enjoys his full civil

rights. Also any judicial person, municifl:!lj()/,

village, governmental depatment or any body of

legal entity.

Land Classification: The official classification de

scribed in Volume III of the Master HI)) Re­

port of the Yarmouk and Jordan Valley Proje; I

of 1955 or any subsequent elassi'icJtJ.:"1 :I)'.

proved by the Authority.

Farm Unit: Any tract of land irrigated by lilt' water­
of an irrigation project which has had or will
have its boundaries determined by the Au.horitv
as a single unit.

Housing Plot: Any tract of land which lies wilhin



the boundary of town or a village and has had

or will have its boundaries determined by the

Authority as a single housing unit for the pur­

pose of housing only.

Other lands: All other expropriated lands except the

lam! unit and the housing plot.

Family: All family members living in one household

and jointly supported under the management of

one head person whether they are his off­

springs, descendants, or wives including the de­

scendants' wives and any other person whom

the individual is legally responsible for manag­

ing his affairs and supporting him.

Lessee: The Authority

Lessor: The person or persons m whose name(s) is

registered in accordance with the provisions of

this Law, a piece of landis) or shares thereof ir­

rigated by the waters of an irrigation project

and leased in accordance WHh the prov isions of

this Law.

Sub-lessee: The professional farmer who rents a

farm unit from others with the approval of the

Authority and also the person(s) who rent from

the Authority a farm unit in accordance with
the provisions of this Law.

Holding: A holding of land or water or both in ac-



WllI1 a registration deed.

Holder: 1. The person (s) in whose name 1;;, the

land or water or both is/are regi"'.oed .1\ r,,",· ,I'

dance with a registration deed. provided lb. III

case there is 1110re than one person jointly hold­

ing a registration deed. the Authority ius [ill'

right for the purposes of this L1W 'I) (orlsider

all or any of them ,IS one holder.

2. Lessee(s) of Government lands in accordance

with a legal contract the duration of which is

not less than three continuous yermo. Oil con.ii­

tion that for the purpose of Iarm unit all'IOIle',II,

the Authority is convinced that he has clrm:d

out constructional works which resulted in a illl­

ticeable increase in the annual production of Ih.:

leased land.

3. The fanner(s) who planted trc,'s in Ihe 1:1!1 -.

of the person(s) in whose na111e(S) thai land I',

registered in accordance with !l rc".'ISlra', 11

deed, if the Authority is convinced th:11 !he 1.1I1­

tivation was carried out with the \\ riucn or 1111·

plied approval of the landowner. III thl\ C:1,e

the Authority has the right. in the in!l'I'!st "I
production, to consider the fanner as having r,'

placed the landowner in the share aII utted [,)

the fanner under the agreement. In ('ase Ilk,

trees are jointly owned by the landovner and

fanner, both parties shall be ('onsidered d:; (inc

holder.



,.. Lessee or Lessees of land in accordance with

a legal contract with a duration exceeding: fif­

teen continuous years.

5. In all the above mentioned cases, legal settle­

ment of the rights of the concerned parties shall

be made as decided by the Board. The Board's

c'ecision shall be considered final.

Farmer. The holder who practices fanning on his

land as his main source of income. Also the

person who works himself on lands belonging

to others either as a lessee, sharecropper or

against wages.

Jordan River

Tributary: River and stream whose course j01l1S the

Jordan River.

Tributary Basin: Watershed area on which the ram
falling on it and the springs issuing in it will

naturally flow into the bed of the tributary.

Valley Water Resources: Surface and ground waters

flowing above the surface of the ground or be­

neath it within the Jordan Valley and the tribu­

taries basins.

Unk. this Law, an Authority known as the "Jordan



,-,lctOlls11t:d and shall I!ll(icl'::;.'

the following:

a. The development of the water resources ,11 'he
Valley and utilizing them for purposes of i rrig:1 lc"j

farming.domestic and municipal uses, industry, ~:Cll'

crating hydroelectric power and other kndi, ial
uses; also their protection and conservation IUld t>.:
carrying out of all the works related to the devt:l0ll.

ment, utilization, protection and l'lliherV;Jfi,:1l of

these resources, including:

1. The carrying out of studies rl:quired tOI" II',;

evaluation of the water resources il1cludHH2 hy·

drological, hydrogeological and geolo~!lcal xtu.l­
ies, drilling of exploratory wells lmel t;le (,"ilh·

lishment of observational stations,

2. '111e planning, design, constn.cu.u., (,;';ral,(;I',

and maintenance of irrigation projects ;\IId n:1.,1

ed structures and works of all types :ll1li pUI!' '

es including dams and related \',,,rks hydro,
power stations ~li1d relared \'.\Hi:" '.It'! 1,:;,

pumping stations, re-ervoirs and \',:uc'r "kli,,{
and distribution nctv, orkx: ,llsl' "U'i,!l'" ,!!ld suI'
surface drainage works, 110m! !'IOIII'[llill,\'od.. "

and roads and buildings ncedcd 1\,1' '1i""" ">1\

and maintenance,

3. Soil surverys and classification :'lid th',' (;di·
nition and reclamation of Ltnd, :<ullable for iITJ­

gated fanning :lrH1 dividin: then; inli< farm
units.



4. Settlement of disputes arising from the use
of water resources.

5. Organize and direct the construction of pri­
vate and public wells.

b. Develop and improve the environment and living
conditions in the Valley and carry out related works
including:

1. The development of towns and villages, the
selection of their sites and the delineation of
their boundaries. Also the preparation of skele­
ton and detailed plans of the cities and villages
shown on these plans, the lands allotted to
streets, squares, parking lots, public parks, plac­
es of worship, social services like schools, clin­
ics and cornmunity centers, governmental and
local administration centers, residential areas,
markets, shops, industry, leisure places, lands
restricted for the carrying out of certain crafts
and industry, and the land allotted for any other
purposes.

2. Implement the town and village plans; also
impose rules and regulations concerning the
area of land on which the construction of build­
ings is permitted, the space and setbacks to be

kept around the buildings and the height and
type: of buildings permitted to be constructed in
any area.



squares, social services buidings and govern­

ment buildings.

4. Development of lands allocated as residential
areas and dividing them into housing plots, and
planning, design and implementation of housing

projects.

5. Planning, design and construction of domes­
tic water supply, electricity and telecommunica­
tions projects including transmission and distri­

bution networks.

c. Planning , design and construction of road net­

works including highways and village and farm
roads.

d. Development of tourism in the valley, delineation

of areas having special features which can be devel­
oped for touristic and recreational purposes and the
development of these areas and the construction of

touristic and recreational facilitities in these areas.

e. Development of the social status of the Valley in­

habitants including the establishment of private local
institutions to help them to actually contribute to the
development of the Valley and the achievement of
the objectives sought from its projects.

Article 4

The Authority shall follow the rules in effect that

are binding on ministries, governmental authorities and

official public Authorities.



a. Notwithstanding what is stated in any other law
or legis lation, the Authority is fully authorized to
implement all of the Valley development projects
specified in Article 3 of this Law and to carry out
an works required for their implementation in accor­
dance with the provisions of this Law regardless of
whether these projects, in accordance with the pro­
visions of any law, resolution or other arrangement,
are within the jurisdiction of a ministry or depart­
ment or other governmental agency or located within
the boundaries of a city, village or local council.

b. The Authority is considered a litigant in all com­
mitments and claims resulting from the implementa­
tion, in accordance with the provisions of item (a) of
this Article, of any of its projects, and shall hold ti­
tle to all rights related to or resulting from it until
the date specified by the Cabinet of Ministers to
hand over the project to the appropriate agency III

accordance with the provisions of this Law.

Article 6

a. With regard to the provisions of paragraph (b) of
this Article, the Authority shall hand over the pro­
jects entrusted to it in accordance with the provi­
sions of this Law, excluding the water resources de­
velopment and irrigation projects, after completion,
to the appropriate ministries, departments, govern­
mental agencies and other organizations including
municipal, local and village councils.



b. The handing over of completed projects specified
in item (a) of this Article shall be based on a resolu­
tion to be issued by the Cabinet of Ministers upon
the recommendation of the Minister; however, the
handing over may be done for each project separate­
ly or for a number of projects or for all the projects

together.

c. The Authority shall have right to operate and
maintain any project completed partially or as a
whole until the project is handed over in accordance
with the provisions of item (b) of this Article.

Article 7

The headquarters of the Authority shall be in the
Valley, and it will have the right to establish branch of­
fices in Amman and at any other place within the Kiig­
dom it deems necessary. Until the Authority builds ItS

own offices in the Valley, its headquarters shall be in
Amman.

Article 8

a. The Authority shall be composed of:

I. The Minister

2. The Board of Directors

3. The Secretary General

4. Executing Staff from the employees and Adminis­
trative Units.

b. The Authority shall have a Board of Directors which



shan consist of the following members:

1. The Minister - Chairman

2.. Secre.ary General of the Water Authority - Vice-

Chaiman

1. Secretary General of the Ministry of Planning

4. Secretary General of the Ministry of Agriculture

5. Secretary General of the Ministry of Municipal, Ru
ral Affair and the Envirorunental.

6. Secretary General of the Ministry of Industry and
Trade

7. General Manager of the Department of Lands and
Surveys

8. General Manager of the Budget Department

9. The Secretary General

10. A member with expertise and specialization ap­
pointed for two nonrenewable years by the Cab­
inet of Ministers upon the recommendation of
the Minister,

c. The Board shall meet when called by the Chair­
man. A quorum shall consist of at least six mem­
bers, one of whom shall be the Chairman, or the
Vice-Chairman in the Chairman's absence. Decisions

shall be taken by unanimous vote or by the simple
majority of the members present. If the votes are
equal, the Chairman shall cast the deciding vote.

d The Board may invite any person with expertise
[0 attend its meeting to seek his advice without al­
lowing him the right to vote.



Article 9

a. The Ministry shall carry out the full responsibility
for developing the social and economical status of
the Valley and shall perform all necessary works to
achieve this objective.

b. The Board shall undertake the following duties
and rcsponsiblilities:

1. Establish and approve the basic guidelines of
the Valley development plan.

2. Study the Authority's proposed annual bud­
get.

3. Study the Authority's draft bylaws and regu­
lations and submit them to the Cabinet of Min­
isters.

4. Obtain foreign and local loans with the ap­
proval of the Cabinet of Ministers.

Article 10

Whenever necessary, the Minister mry call for a
joint meeting, under his Chairmanship, of the Board of
the Authority and of the Board of Directors formed in ac­
cordance with the law of the Water Anthority then in ef­
fect or any substituted law. The legal quorum of both
Boards is necessary. This joint meeting of the Boards

shall study all matters presented by the Minister. such as
the mutual tasks and duties assigned to both Authorities.

The decisions taken shall be unanimous vote or by sim
ple majority and shall be considered effective under this



Law and the Water Authority law then in effect and shall
he carried out by both Authorities in accordance with

:heir specialization.

The Secretary General shall be the executive manag­
er of the Authority, responsible to the Minister. He shall
Implement the Authority's policy and plans and adminis­

ter its affairs.

t\rtjcle 12

The Secretary General shall be entrusted with the
following tasks and responsibilities:

a. Implement the Board's resolution.

b. Prepare and submit to the Board the proposed an­
nual budget and the proposed organizational struc­

ture for the Authority.

c. Coordinate the performance of the Authority's pro­
jects and maintain efficiency, cooperation and har­

mony between its technical and adimimistrative de­
partmcnts.

d. Administer the affairs of the Authority's workers
and erroloyees.

e. Supervise the Authority's administrative and finan­
cial affairs and control its supplies.

The Authority shall be considered an autonomous



corporate body. It may lease, purchase and acquire mov­
able and immovable properties, may conclude contracts
and sue legal cases and prosecute action in its name. It

may appoint the Attorney General to represent it in Iniga­
tion in which the Authority is involved, or it may appoint
its own attorney from within or outside the Authority.

Article 14

The Authority, upon the recommendation of the
Minister and with the approval of the Cabinet of Mil: is­
ters, shall have the right to benefit from donations, reve­
nues, loans, credits and any ether legal financial means
that may become available for performing its works and
projects. The Authority shall also have the right to bor­
row through mortgage, sale of financial bonds, or any
other means which may become available from the amici­
pated revenues, for executing any of its projects.

Article 1;1

a. The Jordan Valley Commission (lVC), the Jordan
River Tributaries Regional Corporation (JRTRC), the

Natural Resources Authority (NRA) and the Water
Supply Corporation (WSC) shall he administratively,
financially, and legally replaced in the Yalley by the
Jordan Valley Authority.

b. All assets of JYC and JRTRC and all the assets
and obligations of NRA and WSC in the Valley
shall be transferred to the Authority.



a. The Authority shall implement its works and pro­

jects, operate and maintain all its supplies, equip­

ment and vehicles in accordance with the regulations

issued by the Cabinet of Ministers for the implemen­

tation of the provisions of this Law.

b. Notwithstanding what is stated in this Law or in
any other law, the projects which are totally or par­

tially finar.ced by another party, other than the Gov­

ernment of the Kingdom, shall be implemented in

accordance with the agreements concluded for them.

a. Expenditures from the Authority's budget shall be
made in compliance with financial regulations to be
issued in accordance with the provisions of this

Law.

b. A Special Treasury shall be established for the
Authority, and all Authority funds shall be deposited

therein. Funds of the Treasury shall be deposited in

a special account or accounts at the Central Bank.

Money shall be withdrawn from this account or

these accounts in the way specified in the financial

.egulations of the Authority. Until such regulations

are issued, withdrawal shall be made as determined

"y the Minister.

c. The Authority shall benefit from all national

grants and loans and shall accept grants and acquire

loans from foreign governments, international organi



zations, agencies and corporations subject to the ap­

proval of the Cabinet of Ministers.

d. The Authority shall have the right to invest its

surplus funds, and the Board shall determine, with
the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers, the ways
and means of such investment. The Authority shall

have the right to provide loans to finance private
projects and works which arc closely related and are
complementary to the projects and works of the Au­

thority' and whose implementation assists in the

achievement of its objectives and of the objectives

sought from its projects.

e. The Authority's funds are considered Amenc
funds and shall be collected according to the Arncrie

Funds Collecting Act ill effect. Consequently the
Authority is entitled to act as an administrative gov ..
emer and as the Amerie funds collecting committee
stipulated in the above act.

f. The Authority shall have privileged rights in all
its debts and all its demands over the movahle and

immovable properties of the debtor and his guaran­
tors, whether or not these have been mortgaged or
not.

g. No member of the Board or any employee of the

Authority is permitted to benefit financially from

any of the Authority's projects or any project or

source related to it. He is not permitted to work on

such projects or benefit financially from them in any

way except for his earnings as salaries from the Au­
thoriy or other remunerations within the limits speci

fied explicitly in this Law or any regulations issued

in accordance with its provisions.



a. The waters acquired by means of projects con­
structed by the Authority and which were not used
or exploited for irrigation purposes in any area prior
to the declaration of a water settlement in accor­
dance with the land and water settlement law in ef­
feet, shall be considered Government property. Such
waters may be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of
in the way as may be decided by the Authoriy.

b. The Authority shall have full authority in the allo­
cations or usage of all surface or ground waters
which are developed under the supervision of the
Authority.

c. When the Authority constructs an irrigation pro­
jeer, it shall first consider the rights to water regis­
tered in the Water Register, and any excess water
shall be considered Government property.

All minerals within the Valley, whether on the sur­
f:l:c or under ground or in waters, shall be considered
Government property. No party is allowed to issue per­
ro its to search or explore, or certificates of discovery, or
.1 icenses to exploit minerals without the consent of the
Authority. Mining rights issued prior to the effectiveness
of this Law are excluded from the provisions of this Arti-



a. The Authority shall have its own cadre of em­

ployees. The classified employees shall be subject

to the provisions of the Civil Pension Law No. 14

of 1959 and any modifications thereof and to the

provisions of the Civil Service Law in effect or any

substituted law. For unclassified employees and

workers. the Authority shall have a special regll 'a­

tion to be issued in accordance with the previsions

of this Law prescribing the procedure of their ap­

pointment. definition of rights. grades. dismissal, ter­

mination of services. compensation and all other ad­
ministrative matters relating to them. Laws and

regulations which were applied to them shall contin­

ue to be in effect until they are modified or substi­

tuted and until the provisions of the Civil Service

Law of 1988 or any substituted Law are applied.

b. The Prime Minister, upon the recommendation of

the Minister shall have the power to call on any em­

ployee from any ministry, council, department or of­

ficial corporation to work for the Authority for the

period specified in the order issued in this connec­

tion. The services of such classified employees shall

be applicable to the pension plan. During the period

of his assignment , the employee is subject to the

Authority regulations issued in accordance with the

provisions of this Law.

c. The Authority may keep the necessary employees

of the lYC, lRTRC, r'iRA and WSC who are work­

ing in the Jordan Valley at the time this Law ~v<'s

into effect. Their acquired r:,,1118 in accordance with



the laws and regulations which were applied to them
shall be presrved as well such as the rights of com­
pensation, rewards and other rights of those whose
services shall be terminated.

The Authority, with the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers, has the right within the Jordan Valley or in the
basins of the Jordan River Tributaries to the expropriation
and immediate acquisition of lands, water shares or both
1:; necessary for its projects, and any other benefits perti­
neut to land or water , either by absolute expropriation
f.~ainst compensation or by lease for any period it deems

appropriate. The Authority shall have the right to specify
the rent for any period or periods it may deem necessary.
In execution thereof, the following arrangements shall be

followed in estimating the values or rent of lands and
'I arers and the structures thereon that are decided to be
; I< quired.

a. Values of land or water shares or both or any oth­
er benefits related thereto or rent values shall be
evaluated by a committee or committees called
"Land Evaluation Committee", which shall be com­
posed of a high ranking Government employee as
Chairman, and two other experienced members ap­
pointed by the Cabinet of Ministers at the recom­
mendation of the Minister. The Authority may issue
regulations by which the committee or committees
shall abide for evaluating lands, trees, waters, and
any mol' rble or immovable properties.

h. Anv such committee ShHIJ In'Ilf'/i1 ,,,,<1 MI',""I<'



values of the acquired lands or water shares and de­

termine their values regardless of any rise in land
prices resulting from the construction of any section
or stage of any project implemented or under imple­
mentation or being planned, and for such evaluation
the committee may consider the opinion of any per­
son or committee to decide the value of lands and
shall then issue evaluation decisions by majority.

c. The Chairman of the Evaluation Committee SIClll

publish its evaluations in more than one local news­
paper for two (2) successive days and shall display
them for fifteen (15) days in a visible place in lh-:

village in which the acquired lands and water shares
are located or in the concerned Registry Department.
One copy of such decisions shall be handed over to

the Secretary General and another to the Mukhtar of
the village. Any holder or beneficiary has the right
to contest the decisions of the committee concerning
the evaluation, within fifteen (15) days from the date
of expiry of the announcement. If no objection to
the evaluation is made , the evaluation shall be con­
sidered final. All cases of differences in the estimat­
ed values of trees, seasonal crops and structures dur­
ing the period falling between the first estimate and
the time of handing over the farm units or hQc::,ing
plots to the new owners, shall be referred to the
Minister. The Minister shall form a committee or

committees for this purpose. and the Minister's deci­
sian shall be considered bind ing on all concerned.

d. Objections shall be submitted to an Appeals Com­
mittee composed of a judge as chairman, who sh;til



be delegated by the Judicial Council and whose
grade shall not be lower than that of president of the
Court of Appeals, and two other members appointed
by the Cabinet of Ministers upon the recommenda­
tion of the Minister.

e. The Appeals Committee, if it deems appropriate,
shall have the right, upon scrutinizing any objection
submitted to_ it, to go and inspect the site of the
lands or water shares, the evaluation of which was
objected to. It may also seek the opinion of any
person whose experience the committee considers to
be of benefit and examine any documents for the
purpose of determining the actual values of lands,
water shares and other rights, provided that any rise
in prices resulting from the construction of any sec­
tion or stage of any project implemented or under
implementation or being planned, shall not be taken
into account. It shall issue the necessary deicions,
which shall be final whether it was taken unani­
mously or by majority vote.

f. The objector, on submitting his objection, shall de­
posit as security the sum of JD 15 with the district
accountant for each tract the evaluation of which has
been objected to. If the objection is rejected, the de­
posit shaJl be considered as revenue to the Treasury.

If it appears that the objection is rightful, the
amount of despoit shall be refunded to him. Non­
payment of the deposit shall constitute a reason to
reject the objection.

>? Estimated values of lands. water shares or other
"
rights acquired shall be considered as permanent
ulpital values of the Authority projects and such val-



y ...o suan be registered in special records at the Au­
thority and shall be considered binding to ail per

sons.

h. All debts, taxes, fees, the Arnerie Funds and costs

of any section or stage of any project undertaken by
the Government, and other debts due on any land

being expropriated before or after this Law comes
into effect shall be deducted from the capital value
of the debtor's or holder's lands and shall be paid by

the Authority to the creditor in instalments during a
period not exceeding ten (l0) years ,II 4 preccnt in­

terest. If the amount of debt exceeds that of the
capital value, then the creditor may claim the dif

femce from the debtor.

i. No compensation shall be paid to the holder 01

the land for any improvement made after the date on

which an expropriation decision was announced in

two local newspaper.

j. The General Manager of the Lands and Survey
Department shall, upon rcce.v mg a notice from the
Authority, prepare cadastral maps for the expropriat­
ed areas showing the boundarie» of L\;-m unrts,

roads, distribution systems of both irrigation and

drainage, also housing plo:s. streets , building»,

parks and all private and public facilities as deter­

mined by the Auhtority. He shall cancel all prl:','i'lll:~

registration records and issue new title deeds in Ihe:

names of former landowners 10 whom farm units or

housing plots have been alloucd. The'<; arc exempt

ed from fees and stamps and he sh.ill issue tide

deeds exempt from taxes <Ind SIiIJl1PS in the name of

the Authority for all remairiun unit- which h~Vt'



_~'I'U'''U 111 accordance with the provisions of

this Law. The Authority shall be exempted from

all fees on land registration transactions listed in the

Annex attached to the Land Registration Law No.

26 for the-year 1958 or any subsequent amendment.

It shall also be exempted from revenue stamps that

are affixed on such transactions. It shall also be ex­

empted from objection fees and any other fees.

k. TIle Authority shall have the right to suspend all

land registration transactions of the expropriated and

immediately acquired lands except those transferred

through inheritance until all new registration deeds

have been issued in accordance to paragraph U) of

this Article.

a. The Authority shall divide into farm units irnga­
ble lands expropriated for purposes of reclamation

and explitation through irrigated agriculture. The

minimum size of a unit shall be approximately 40

dunurns of classes 1 and 2 and approximately 50 du­
r-ums of class 3 in accordance with the land classfi­

cation approved by the Authority. The maximum

s;ze of a farm unit shall be 200 dunums under irri­

gation. Under no circumstances may any farm unit

IX divided or parceled into several units the size of

which is less than the minimum fixed in this para­

,~raph.

u. The Authority shall allot to the holder, whose

holding is not less than 40 dunurns of lands which

the Authority expropriated for purpoxes of reclama-



"UlI and exploitation in irrigated agriculture, land ill
accordance with the following proportions provided

that the provisions of this Article are not applicable
to allotment decisions taken before the effectiveness

of this Law.

No. of lrrlqabte Dunums No, ot Irrigabln Duou-ns

tt9!d orior 10 ExproDrialioo ,_._t~ Ai!Qlli:2.1Q.li9JQ.ill

40·50

51 . 100

101 - 500

501 - 1000

1001 and above

~ to De allotted in full

- 50 oooc-ns shall be allotted plus 25%

at area axcoedinq SC duoums

- 62 dunoms shall be allcuoo plus l1Q!~

elf area e~CB€lding 100 cunums

-n:1 dunurtls shall be allotted p.us 12u
/ "

ot area exceedinq 50J dunums

- 200 duourn s shall be allotted

c. With regard to lands which are wholly or partially
planted with trees, the Authority, with the approval
of the Cabinet of Ministers, may not be bound by
the provisions of paragraph (b) above.

d. If the Holder was holding less than 40 dunurns.
the Authority, if possible, may allot or lease to him
additional land provided that the area of tile unit al­
lotted to him shall not be less than 40 clunums appro
rox imatelv if th.: unit is :'i\)!1) c1:\\se·, lor:, and n«:

less than :;0 dunum- applovililatel) If it IS from
class 3.

e. The area of each unit sold Ill' leased by the A:.I­

thority to an individual or :\ 1:i111ily s)Ldl not exceed

the 40 c!unums approximately Ilf land from cLlsses i

and 2, and 50 dunums appro.\IIlEtteh' of lands froru

class 3. In case the classes 01' land lJ1 one single
unit differ. a dunum of clalses ] and 2 shall be con-



xrocred equivalent to a dunum and one quarter from

"las'< 3_.. ~ .

f. For the purpose of organizing farm units to con­

form with the distribution networks and to avoid es­

tablishmenr of small units or units of irregular shape

or in difficult technical cases, the Minister may not

adhere to jhe area limits prescribed in paragraph (a)

of this Article.

g. In case of the death of a holder or sub-lessee, his

rights in the farm unit shall revert to his heirs pro­

vided that the area of any unit, when parceled, shall

110t thereby the reduced to less than the minimum

limit provided for under this Article.

h. Holders in whose names farm units are registered

:11 accordance with the provisions of this Law, may

lease t.. the Authority, if it so desires, units which

lhey do 110t wish to utilize for a period of not more

1him 33 years (renewable upon Authority's request

!<>!' anv lither period or periods it deems appropriate)

.u.d for a rent agreed upon between the Authority

;·I!.j the lolcler. The lessee shall be responsbile for

':le water costs. If the Authority does not take the

unit on lease, the holder may, with the Authority's

:.ipproval, lease the farm unit for a period of not less

I inn ] .'ears and not more than J0 years to any

ru mer who does not own or hold a farm unit or

unit! in the Jordan Valley and with conditions ap­
proved b~ the Authority. The Authority's decision,

if; case of rejection, shall be subject to contest be­

h,:e the High Court of Justice. '111e lessor may also

sell to 11 re Authority the leased land at any time dur­

• ',~ the period of the lease.



i. If it is proved to the .xuluority that a holder ha,
leased a farm unit or unit, not in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph (h) of this Ankle, then
the Authority will stop water delvery to his farrn

unit from the irrigario» water. without compensating
for any damages caused thereby,

j. Notwithstanding the provisions 01 any other law or
regulation, no lease contract may be prepared for
farm units, and no approval thereof may be made
except by the Authority, and any contract prepared
contrary to this shall be considered null and void.

k. The Authority may lease farm units registered in

its name or sublease farn: units leased to it for a pt··

riod not exceeding 33 years subject to renewal, and
may annual lease contr:Ll, if the sub-lessee is not
utilizing the fann unit !ea:ied to him to its satisfac­

tion.

1. The holder shall not have the right at all in any
way or under any circumstances to sell his rights til

his farm unit to anyone except to tile Authority, and
any sale contract to the contrary shall be considered
illegal and void. The .\uthority shall purchase from

the holder wll\' wishes (I' s·..'il his nghh in the farm

units. The price t'l 1',:' i':lid by thi: t\uthof1ty shall
not exceed the value nl:iuillL"d for the' Lllllt by 11'"

Evaluation conuniuce plus tilt: valuc' elf improvcmcut
brought about through hisspecial et .ort after the unit
was allotted to him or minus the value of dcprecia

lion in the unit as a re. uh of the 1101<.Jcr\ negligence
or for any other reaou.; The value of the improve

rnent or depreciation Oil the UI111 ",:ill be estimated
by the Snf)\'1';~!~'':\Jl)n1~tt~?C or (()nlrnjt1t'r'~1~·"i~"\··,Ai.



dance with provisions of paragraph (c) of Article 21.

111e holder, with the approval of the Board, shall be
a!Jowed to transfer his holding rights in the agricul­
tural unit to his wife or wives and sons.

rn. Notwithstanding what is mentioned in paragraph

(I) above, holders of one or more farm units whose
names are registered jointly shall have the right to
sell their balding rights in a farm unit or units to
each other with the Authority's approval provided
that the area of irrigated land of the purchaser will
lIot exceed the maximum allowed in accordance with
this law.

r., Persons whose names are registered in one regis­
tration deed have no right to divide the farm unit
into smaller divisions for the purpose of exploitation

of such division or divisions by one or some of
ihern, <eparately from the rest of the unit and from
the 01 her holders of the unit.

(' The Authority shall have the right to take back
any farm unit which is utilized in violation of the
provisions of paragraph (n) above.

a. The Authority shall improve and develop to the
extent It sees fit the lands expropriated for housing
purposes located within town and village boundaries

whose plans have been approved by the Authority.

The Authority shall divide these lands into housing
plots, the minimum area of which shall not be less
than ~. 50 sq.m, and the maximum shall not exceed
,no sc.m.



__....u.v, ulJVll me recommendation of the

Secretary General may, in special cases and when it

deems necessary, exceed the upper limits of housing

plots specified in paragraph (a) above.

c. The following parts and prccentages of land:;

within town and village boundaries shall be expro­

priated without compensation for purposes of the

public interest:

1. No part of any holder's expropriated land

whose area does not exceed 28x sq.m,

2. The part of the land in excess of 288 s'l.In.

from holders whose expropriated land does not

exceed 384 sq.m.

3. 25% of the area in axcess of 384 sq.rn. from
holders whose expropriated land area is 111 ex­

cess of 384 sq.m.

d. The Authority shall allocate housing plots to the

holder whose land it expropriated for purpose of vil­

lage and town development and which lies within

village and town boundaries in accordance with the

following:

I. One housing unit for holders whose expn: ..

priated land area docs not exceed 288 s'l.rn .

after deduction of the compensation-free expro­

priation.

2. If the area left to the holder after the com­

pensation-free expropriation in square meters IS

less than the result of multiplying the figure

288 by the number of his family. a number of

housing plots shall be allocated to such holder

equivalent to the HHeger quotient of the ",I"',j



left ana dividing the compensation-free expro­

priation by the figure 288. If there is a remain­

der after the division, [he Minister may allocate

the additional area to the holder to avoid alloca­

tion of a fraction of a housing plot.

3. The following allocation shall apply to hold­

ers whose holding in sq.m. after compesation­
free expropriation exceeds the number resulting

from multiplying 288 by the number of his

family members as follows:

i. Housing plots equal to the number of his

family members if his net holding in

sq.rn. after compensation-free expropriation

is less than double the number resulting

from multiplying 288 by the number of his

family members.

ii. Housing plots equal to twice the num­
ber of his family members if his net hold­

ing in sq.m. after compensation-free expro­
priation is between double and triple the

number resulting from multiplying 288 by

IJ11: number of his family members.

iii. Housing plots equal '0 three times the

number of his family members if his net

holding in sq.m. after compensation-free

expropriation is between three times and

four times the number resulting from mul­

tiplying 288 by the number of his family

members.

iv. Housing plots equal to four times the

number of his family members if his net
ho Iding in sq.m. 'Iller compensation-free



expropnanon IS in excess of four limes the

number resulting Irorn multiplying 288 by

the number of his family members.

Article 24

a. The Minister shall appoint a committee or corn­
mittees called "fanners selection committee". Each

committee shall be composed of an Authority em­

ployee as Chairman and two other members one of
whom is a farmer with experience in the region or

town or village where farm units or housing plots

are to be allocated. The committee shall assist the
holders in selecting the farm units or housing plots
that the Auhtority may allocate to them in accor­

dance with this Law, and shall select the farmers

for farm units and the persons desiring to seule iil

housing plots. 111e selections of the fanners selec­

tion committees shall be unanimous or by majority
and shall then be submin"d to the: Board for deci­

sions. The Board's clecisiol1 in thi:; legMd slull he

final. The publishing of an announcement in two lo­
cal daily newspapers to call pcrSOIl(S) to appear be
fore the tarmer-. selection cormliHtec' shall be consi.t
ered full legal notice. TI1,' Ihard also has the ngll1

in case an error appeared it! Ihe :,1 location of fa:!\1
units or housing plots. or if Ilk puhlic interest so reo
quires, to reconsider. substitute or modify thl' alloc.r

tion, provided that the Board's dC':lsiou concerlllug

allocation of farm units shall be ratified bv a dcci­
sion of the Cabinet of Minister.>.

b. In :111 "''lV?S of allocation wht'nt'vcr possihle. t'ic'



noicer nas pnonty to the farm unit or housing plot

20% of whose area is from his expropriated land.

c. The holder to whom the Authority may allocate

fann units or housing plots units in accordance with
Articles 22 and 23 of this Law shall select such

units that he desires to be allocated to him an shall
notify the Authority in writing of his desire within
30 days from the date he received a notice from the

Authority in this regard in accordance with para­
graph (a) of this Article.

d. If the holder did not select his desired farrn units
or housing plots by a a written application to the

Author.ty within the time period specified in para­
graph (c) of this Article, the farmers selection com­
mittee I as the right to allocate to him units or plots

It sec'; fit or to refrain from allocating units or plots

to him as specified in Article 22 and 23 of this Law.
.[he committee's decision shall be final and binding

on all concerned parties if approved by the Authori­

ty. The Authority also has the right, if the holder
did not apply within the time period specified in

paragraph (c) of this Article, not tp abide by the re­

quirernents of paragraph (b) of this Article. It can
also take whatever it sees as suitable actions with re­

spect to '"llneation or otherwise and all decisions tak­
en before the effectiveness of thi: Law are consid­
ered correct and final.

c If it oecomes evident to the Authority that any of
the holders whose land has been expropriated for the

p:1 rpc::e cf irrigated agriculture development had reg­

istered ir lh,~ name of his wife and his children inel­

igNc under the holder's expression defined in Arti-



c rc L 01 trus Law before a year hax passed since Ii>

effective date, the Authority has the right to consider
the wife and children as members of the head of llv;
household, and the collective total area of their own­

ership is considered as though it is owned by the
head of the household. They shall collectively be
allocated farm units in the amount allowed by this
Law considering all of them as one farming family
subject to the holder's expresvion defined in Article

2 of this law.

I. If an expropriated land came to be owned by indi­
viduals bv means of i,11writ:lnce,and is still in their•
collective ownership. su,'h land shall be divided
among them and the provisions o!" this law in con­
nection with allocation shall apply to each of them
considering each one of them as a holder.

g. The value of a farm "I' farm units and the value
of housing plots allocated to a ]juider shall be de>

ducted from the capital value of Ius lands registered
in the records of the Auth,'rity u: accordance ,,:ith
paragraph (g) of Article ~)l 'If this Law. If the val­
ue of the allocated units exceeds the capital valueof
the holder's land. the holder as Ildl as each fanner
to whom a t.irm unit ha.' h(·,:n allocated and each in­

dividual to whom a h'"";ll"~ :Jlor (lr plots have l'·,:en
allocated and have no capil al vu!u.'. shall pay to the
Authority the amount of mone:y due: to the .vuthori.y
either by one instalrucn: or by iJ\stalme:nts not ex­
ceeding twenty annua] in::taiments as decided by the
Board of the Authority provided that each instahncnt
for farm units is not less than JD SO with an annual
interest rate of 4 pree-n: of the b,d,mee due. The



ments shall be fixed by the Board of the Authority.

h. The Authority shall pay to the holder the remain­
der amount due to him on account of the capital
value of his lands that are registered in the Authority
records in accordance with paragraph (g) of Article
21 of this Law, and it shall pay to the holder to
whom no farm or housing units have been allocated
the capital value of his land either by one instalment
or by a number of instalments not exceeding ten an­
nual instalments as decided by the Board and with
an annual interest rate of 4 precent on the unpaid
balance. The commencement date for payment of
these instillments shall be fixed by the Board of the
Authority.

i. Toe farmers selection committee shall select the
farming family to settle in the farm units provided
Ihat the priority of selection shall be as follows:

In first priority: 1. To holders residing in the King­
dom who operate their lands by themselves,
for areas that were irrigated at the time of ex­
propriation.

2. To holders residing in the Kingdom, for
unirrigated lands.

In second priority: 1. To holders residing in the
Kingdom who exploit their lands through leas­
ing or sharecropping.

2. Lessee or lessees of land in accordance with
a legal contract with a duration exceeding fif­
teen continuous years.

In third priority: To professional farmers residing in
rl . Jordan Valley.



In fourth priority: To professional fanners who are
not from the Valley population.

In fifth priority: To holders residing ouside the
Kingdom.

j. The Authority has the right to fix the upper limit
of the amount of water it supplies to the holders in
accordance with water availability and with the
crops planted in the farm units. It also has the
right to supervise the water and its supply and distri­
bution and to fix its price and to stop supplying wa­
ter to the farm units.

k. The Authority has the right to consider as expro­
priated for purposes of reclamation and use for irri..
gated agriculture any arable land suitable for irrigat ..
ed agriculture or exploited by irrigated agriculture
and included in the town and village planning and
has been expropriated and designated by the Author­
ity for purposes of town and village development or
for irrigated agriculture. Accordingly these lands
and their holders are subject to those provisions of
this Law that deal with lands expropriated by the
Authority for purposes of reclamation and use for ir­
rigated agriculture with the exception of the provi­
sions of paragraph (b) of Article 24 of this Law.
The holding rights of these lands are automatically
transferred to the Authori ty.

Article 25

Decision taken before the effectiveness of this Law
by the Natural Resources Authority, the Jordan Valley
Commission and fft~ ..fRffi~H ~WH Trlbt1taHr~ R~I9-\''1l



Corporation shall be considered as if they are decisions
taken in accordance with this Law.

The Authority has the right to allocate, sell or lease
a farm unit or units or housing plots or any other land to
any govenunent agency or government corporation.

a. The Authority has full authority in connection
with the aliocatioan, sale and leasing of other lands
provided that the Authority's decisions are approved
by the Cabinet of Ministers. The Authority can set
the arrangements related to how the sale is made
and to fixing the dates for payment of instalments,
and to leasing and cancelation of leases and to re­
covery of farm units and housing plots and other
lands in accordance with regulations to be issued for
this purpose.

b. Taxes on farm units shall be paid by holders and
sub-lessees in accordance with the effective laws in
connection thereto. Taxes on housing plots and oth-
er lands shall be paid by holders. -

The Authority has the right to recover from holders
and sub-lessees in case of irrigation projects and from
beneficiaries and subscribers in connection with the other



projects, all or part of the capital costs and the operation

and maintenance costs that are spent on its projects in ac­

cordance with the regulations that the Authority will re­

quest to be issued for this purpose.

Article 29

Decision and notices to be served by the Authority

to concerned parties are served through the local newspa­

pers. Each decision or notice published for three consec­

utive days in more than one local newspaper is consid­

ered a decision or a notice legally served to concerned

parties.

Article 30

Any person authorized -in accordance with this Law

or the regulations issued under it may investigate and

gather information or for any other operation may cntc:

any land provided that a fair compensation must be paid

to the holder for any damage caused by that person dur­

ing the performance of his task.

Article 31

a. Every person who purposely sabotages or damag­

es any of the Authority's projects sha II be sentenced

to not more then one year imprisonment or may be
fined not less then JD 10 and not more than JD 100
or by both penalties. Moreover, the court must or­

der that the s~id ~ft;Oll pay all or part of the C0V



incurred to repair the damage.

b. Every person who, without permission of the Au­
thority, takes or arranges to obtain or benefit from
any of the Valley's water resources other than his
rightful share as evidenced by a water title deed le­
gally recorded in the Water Register shall be sen­
tenced to not more than one year imprisonment or
may be fined not less than 1D 50 and not more than
200 JD or by both penalties. Moreover, the court
must order the removal at the expense of the con­
victed person of any arrangements or works by
which the offense was committed.

c. Every person who commits any of the following
;!C1S shall be sentenced to not more than one month
imprisonment or may be fined not less than 1D 5
and not more than 1D 50 or by both penalties. The
person convicted shall pay, in addition to that, all or
part of the cost incurred to repair the damage caused
to the Authority's projects or any part thereof.

1. Causes by his negligence or carelessness a
damage, change or obstruction to any project in
any way.

2. Causes by his negligence or carelessness the
flow of water to be interrupted resulting thereby

in damages to roads, buildings, projects or
property of any kind owned by me Authority or
privately owned by individuals, societies or
public organizations in the Valley.

3. Damages, harms, spoils or removes any sign,
device or water gauge installed by the Authori­
ty or for its purposes.

4. Prevents from doing his job any of the Au-



Ulvmy employees or any of the persons who
perform tasks for the Authority.

5. contradicts any provisions of any announce­
ment published by the Authority in the Official
Gazette preventing or organizing the passage of
animals or carts across any part of its projects.

Article 32

No ministry or goverment or semi-government agen­
cy is allowed to perform any construction activities in the
Valley without permission from the Authority except
works of operation and maintenance.

Article 33

No person is allowed to establish in the Valley any
private buidings or structures of any kind or for any pur­
pose before obtaining a licence from the Authority. E:.:
cepted from this are the land irrigation works and the
buildings and structures under construction at the time of
effectiveness of the Law. As for buildings and structures
within the municipal boundaries, they shall be licensed in
coordination with the concerned municipality.

Article 34

An owner of a building or structure built in the val­
ley in violation of Article 33 of this Law shall be sen
tenced to not more than three months imprisonment or
may be fined not less than JD 50 and not more than JD



5{J1) or by both penalties. Moreover, the court must or­
der the removal of the buidings and structures established
in violation of Article 33 of this Law at the expense of
the convicted person.

If it is nor possible to identify the violator of Article
31 above, this violation shall be considered a crime with­
in the meaning intended in the Unified Common Punish­
ment Law whose provisions shall be applied to the viola­
tion considering the Minister the offended person in that
crime despite any actions that can be taken in accordance
w: th Article 31 above. And if any water has been ille­
gally diverted and was used in violation of the provisions
of this Law to benefit any land, The Secretary General
may assess the value of this benefit and may reduce the
quantity of water that this land is entitled to by virtue of
the Water Register by an amount he views as equal to
the benefit illegally obtained.

Aiticle 36

Ole Authority has to submit to the Cabinet of Min-
isters th- following reports and data:

a. A report on the works of the Authority for the
previous fiscal year and their total costs including
administration costs, planning and orgaizational costs
and any other similar costs.

b. A report on the projects totally or partially exe­
cuted durins the nrevious fiscal year and their costs,



c. An annual report including the accounting audit
report as prepared by a private accounting organiza­
tion or the report of the Audit Bureau on the previ­
ous fiscal year including all assets.

d. A report on planning works and the projects in­
cluded therein during the previous fiscal year.

e. Any other reports or data as may be requested by

the Cabinet of Ministers.

Article 37

The Authority may fix the amount of awards to be
given to the chairman and the members of committees

mentioned in this Law.

Article 38

No person is allowed to pollute the water resources
of the Valley or discharge, without the Minister's written
permission, to these waters any polluting materials de­
clared in the Official Gazette by the Minister as materials
causing pollution.

Article 39

This Law does not cancel any international agree­

ments or agreements of international character in effect

before the effectiveness of ibis Law.



a. The following laws shall be repealed:

1. The Jordan Valley Commission Law No.
2. for the year 1973

, 2. The Jordan River Tributaries Regional
Corporation Law No. 11 for the year 1965,

3. The Natural Resources Authority Law
No" 12 for the year 1968, in connection with
the Jordan Valley,

4. The Water Supply Corporation Law No
56 for the year 1973, in connection with the
Jordan Valley, and any amendments to the
above laws. All regulations issued under the
above laws shall remain effective until replaced
by regulations issued in accordance with this
Law.

b. This Law shall cancel the provisions of any other
law to the extent it contradicts the provisions of this
Law.

i\nicle 4I

The Cabinet Ministers shall issue the necessary regu­
'auons (0 execute the provisions of this law.

The Prime Minister and the Ministers are responsible
1'0' the implementation of the provisions of this law.


