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50f 1998.
Commencement
[8. 5 1998]
S.1.520f 1998.

Short titleand
commencement.

Interpretation.

CHAPTER 329

COASTAL ZONEMANAGEMENT

[16th April, 1998]

PART |

Preliminary

1.-(1) ThisAct may becited asthe Coastal Zone Management Act.

(2) ThisActshall comeintoforce onadateto be appointed by the
Minister by Order publishedinthe Gazette.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-

“Authority” meansthe Coastal Zone Management Authority established
under section 3 of thisAct;

“Board” meansthe Authority’ sBoard of Directorsestablished under section
14 of thisAct;

“Chief Executive Officer” meansthe Authority’ s Chief Executive Officer
appointed under section 11 of thisAct;

“coastal zonemanagement” includesthe conservation of the Barrier Reef
and other coastal resources, and the planning, management and sustainable
devel opment of resourceswithin the coastal zone;

“coastal waters’ meansthe seg, asthat termisdefined herein, and those
watersadjacent of thelandward line of the adjoining land, or of land
connected permanently or intermittently with the sea, which containa
measurable quantity of seawater, including but not limited to sounds, bays,
lagoons, pondsand estuaries;
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 7

“coastal zone” includesthe areabounded by the shorelineup to themean Interpretation.
highwater-mark onitslandward side and by the outer limit of theterritorial
seaonitsseaward side, including all coastal waters;

“Council” meansthe Advisory Council established under section 6 of this
Act;

“Director” meanstheDirector of the Coastal Zone Management Institute
appointed under section 13 of thisAct;

“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetime being responsiblefor Agriculture
andFisheries,

“fish” meansany of the speciesof fish specifiedin ScheduleV of the

FisheriesRegulaions, Sub. Leg.
1991 Edn.

“Ingtitute” meansthe Coastal Zone Management I nstitute established under Vol. V.

section 8 of thisAct; CAP 174.
p.7.

“sed’” meansthe Caribbean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, and all areas subject to
tidal action through any connection with the Caribbean Seaor the Atlantic
Ocean, including but not limited to harbours, bays, channels, estuaries, salt
pondsand marshes, but excluding streams, tributaries, creeks, and flood
control and drainage channels,

“gportsfishing” meansfishing for recreationa purposesonly without the
intention of sdlingthefish.

PART 11

Establishment and Objectives of the Authority,
the Council and the Institute

3.-(1) A body to beknown asthe Coastal Zone Management Authority is Establishment of
hereby established asan autonomousinstitution governed by the provisions Authority.
of thisAct.

(2) TheAuthority may exerciseany of thefunctionsentrustedto it
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Body corporate.

Functions of the

by or in accordancewith the provisionsof thisAct or any regulations made
thereunder and may exerciseany other dutiesincidental or ancillary to, or
consequential upon, the performanceof itsfunctions.

4.-(1) The Authority shall beabody corporate having perpetual succession
and acommon seal and, subject to the provisionsof thisAct, shal have
power to acquire, hold and dispose of movable and immovabl e property of
whatever kind and to enter into contractsand do al things necessary for the
fulfillment of itsobjectives.

(2) TheAuthority may sueand be sued initscorporate nameand
shall for all purposes be described by that name.

(3) Thesed of the Authority shall be authenticated by the
signaturesof the Chairman of the Board or the Chief Executive Officer and
one other Director authorized by the Board to act for that purpose, and the
sedl thusauthenticated shdl bejudicidly and officialy noticed.

(4) All documentsmade by the Authority, other than those
required by law to be made under sedl, shall be signified under the hand of
the Chairman of the Board or the Chief Executive Officer, and one other
Director authorized by the Board to act for that purpose.

(5) TheAuthority shall haveitsprincipal officein Belize City or at
such other placein Belize asthe Board may decide.

(6) TheAuthority may establishregionad or loca officesinany
locationswithin Belizeasit considersnecessary.

5.-(1) Thefunctionsof the Authority shall beto:-

Authority.

(a) advisethe Minister on all mattersrelating tothe
development and utilization of the resources of the
coastal zonein an orderly and sustainablefashion;

(b) advisethe Minister ontheformation of policiesin
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 9

regard to the coastal zone;

(© assist in the development and implementation of
programmes and projectsthat translate the marine and
related policies of the Government into activitiesthat
contribute to sustai nable devel opment of coastal
resources;

(d) assist inthe devel opment and execution of programmes
and projectsthat foster and encourage regional and
international collaboration inthe use of marine and other
related areas of the environment;

(e review the Coastal Zone Management Plan preparedin
accordance with the provisions of Part V of thisAct and
furnish recommendationsthereon, if any, to the Minister;

(f) commission research and monitoring in any coastal area
or inrelation to any activity which may impact on such
areas,

(9) promote public awareness of the unique nature of the
Belize coastal zone and of theimportance of itseffective
conservation and the sustai nable management and
utilization of itsresourcesfor the benefit of present and
future generations of Belizeans;

(h) in consultation with governmental agencies, non-
governmental agenciesand the private sector, assistin
the preparation of guidelinesfor devel opersfor coastal
zone development;

(1) co-operate with government departments, statutory
boards, non-governmental organizationsand the private
sector on mattersthat arelikely to have animpact on the
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()

(k)

ecology of the coastal zone;

in collaboration with government and private sector
agencies, maintain anational coral reef monitoring
programme and coastal water quality monitoring pro-
gramme and any other technical monitoring
programmes,

advisethe Minister on any other mattersrelating to the
coastal resourcesthat may bereferred to the Authority
by the Minister.

(2) Intheexerciseof itsfunctions, the Authority may:-

(@)

(b)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

appoint committeesto examine and submit reportstoit
on any mattersarising out of or connected with any of
itsfunctions, and any such committee may consist of at
least one member of the Board together with such other
persons, whether members or not, whose advice or
assistance the Board may consider necessary;

by resolution:-

() reject or adopt wholly or with modifications, the
report of any committee appointed under para-
graph (a) above;

(i) declare the remuneration and allowances, if any,
payabl e to persons other than members of the
Board, appointed to acommittee under para-
graph (a) above;

(i)  determinethelimit onthevalue of goodsand
serviceswhich the Chief Executive Officer may
procure without the consent of the Board,;
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11

(©)

do all such other things as may be necessary or
expedient for the proper performance of itsfunctions.

(3) TheAuthority shall beresponsiblefor the proper administration
of thelndituteincluding:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
()
(f)

approving thework programmes,

approving the budget;

appropriating fundsfor the budget of the Institute;
considering theannual reports;

securing financesfor the Institute; and

generally doing and taking all such stepsasmay be
deemed necessary for the achievement of the objects of
thelnstitute.

6.-(1) Thereishereby established an Advisory Council appointed by the
Authority conssting of -

(@ the FisheriesAdministrator;

(b) the Chief Forest Officer;

(© the Chief Environmental Officer;

(d) the Ports Commissioner;

(e) the Commissioner of Lands;

(f) the Director of the Office of Geology and Petroleum;

(9) the Director, Belize Tourism Board,
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(h)
(i)

()

(k)

()

(m)

(n)

the Principa Public Health Officer;

the Physical Planner inthe Ministry of Natural
Resources,

the Housing and Planning Officer, Housing and Planning
Department;

two representatives from nongovernmental organiza-
tions, namely, onefrom aconservation organization,
and one from the tourism private sector;

not more than two membersfrom the private sector
who are suitably qualified in or havetechnical
competence and experiencein one or more of the
following disciplines:

() marinefisheriesand aquaculture;
(i) physical and engineering sciences;
(ii1) marinetechnology;

(iv)  environmental science;

(v) busi ness management;

the Director, University of Belize Marine Research
Centre;

the Director of the Institute, who shall be an ex officio
membe.

(2) TheDirector of theInstitute shall bethe Secretary to the

Council.
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 13

(3) TheCouncil shall elect oneof itsmembersas Chairman.

(4) Wherefor any reason the Chairmanisunableto presideat any
meeting of the Council, themembers present shall e ect one of their members
to presideat that mesting.

(5) Thequorum of any meeting of the Council shall be seven
membersand the decision of the majority present and voting at the meeting
shall bethedecision of the Council.

(6) TheCouncil shall maintain proper recordsof itsproceedings.

7. Thefunctionsof the Council shall beto:- Functions of
Advisory
€)) advisethe I nstitute on technical and other related Council.
matters,

(b) advisethe Authority on any matter with aview to
enabling the Instituteto performitsfunctions;

(© at therequest of the Authority, formulate draft policies,
plansand programmes rel ating to coastal zone
management;

(d) facilitate and encouragethe sharing of information
among government agencies, non-governmental
organi zations and educational institutionswith regard to
coastal zone matters,

(e) review the Coastal Zone Management Plan preparedin
accordancewith Part V of thisAct;

(f perform any other dutiesas may be assigned to it by this
Act or any regulations made thereunder.
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Establishment of
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Objects of the
Institute.

Functions of the
Institute.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

8. Thereishereby established an Institute to be known asthe Coasta
Zone Management Indtitute.

9. Theobjectsof thelnstitute are:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

to stimulate and advance the conduct of marine
scientificresearchin Bdize:

to promotethe utilization and conservation of the
marineresourcesfor the economic and social benefit of
Belize, and to enhancethe national capabilities of Belize
in the conduct of marine scientific research;

to promote a public understanding of the appreciation
for all aspects of the marine and related environment;

todo all suchthingsasareincidental or conduciveto
the attainment of the above objects.

10. Thefunctionsof thelndtituteare:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

to conduct research and devel opment on the marine
environment of Belize, the Caribbean and adjacent
regions,

to collaborate in the maintenance of acentralized
accessible centre for information and research rel ated
to the coastal zone;

to provide support to the University of Belizeinitiative
in providing coursesand educational programmes
related to the coastal zone;

to study the multiple uses of the seaand coastal zones,
their resources and potential usein Belize, the
Caribbean and adjacent regions, and to evaluate and
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 15

promote such studieswith aview to minimizing possible
conflictswhich may result from such uses;

(e to establish the Institute as an information center for the
collection and dissemination of information relating to
economic, social, technological, scientific, environmental
and legal developmentsin the marine areas and coastal
zones of the Caribbean and adjacent regions;

(f) to provideinformation and adviceto the Authority inits
formulation of policiesrelating to the coastal resources,

(g  torespondtotechnical enquiriesand questions made by
policy-making organs of the Government, private sector
organizationsand individuals;

(h)  toorganizetraining coursesand projectsthat foster and
encourage regional and international collaborationinthe
sustainable use of coastal resources;

(1) to advise on the devel opment and optimum utilization of
the marine and coastal resources potential of Belize;

() to assist the Authority inthe devel opment of technical
guidelinesfor the sustainabl e use of coastal resources;

(k) to provide support to governmental agencies, non-
governmental agencies, and educational institutionson
mattersrelating to coral reef and water quality
monitoring;

(N to provide advice, asrequired, on development activities
within the coastal zone;

(m) tofacilitatethe sharing of information on coasta
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Appointment of
staff for the
Authority.

Dutiesof Chief
Executive Officer.

resources among governmental agencies, non-
governmental agenciesand the private sector;

(n)  toassisttheAuthority inidentifying technical problems
and provide advice to government, non-governmental
agencies and the private sector on coastal zone
management i ssues,

(o)  totakesuch action asmay be necessary or expedient
for the proper performance of itsfunctions.

PART IlI
Appointment of Saff, etc., of the Authority and the Institute

11. (1) The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, appoint and
employ, at such remuneration and subject to such termsand conditions asit
thinksfit, asuitablequalified Chief Executive Officer for the Authority.

(2) TheBoard may appoint and employ, ontherecommendation
of the Chief Executive Officer and at such remuneration and subject to such
termsand conditionsasit thinksfit, such other officers, employeesand
agentsasit considersnecessary for the proper performance of thefunctions
of the Authority.

12.  TheChief Executive Officer shall, subject to thegenera policy
directionsof the Board, beresponsiblefor:-

@ the administration and implementation of the provisions
of thisAct;

(b)  theefficient and economical administration of the affairs
of the Authority;

(c) the organi zation of staff in accordance with the genera
termsand conditions of service established by the
Board; and
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 17

(d) such other duties asthe Board may from timeto time

determine.
13.-(1) TheBoard may appoint and employ, at such remuneration and Appointment of
subject to such termsand conditionsasit thinksfit, aDirector for the Director and
Indtitute, staff of the

Institute.
(2) TheBoard may appoint and employ, ontherecommendations

of the Director, and at such remuneration and subject to such termsand
conditionsasit thinksfit, such other officers, employeesand agentsasit
consdersnecessary for the proper performance and administration of the
affairsof thelngtitute.

(3) TheDirector shal bethe chief administrative officer of the
Institute, and, subject to the other provisionsof thisAct, shall beresponsible
for theefficient and economica administration of theaffairsof thelngtitute,
including the programmeof itsactivities, the control and use of itsequipment,
vessalsand vehicles. TheDirector shall also beresponsiblefor theeffective
management of research projectsand consultancy servicesof theIngtitute.

(4) TheDirector shall actively explore opportunitiesfromlocal,
regional and international sourcesfor funding the programmesof the Ingtitute.

PART IV
Administration
14.  Thereshall beaBoard of Directorsof the Authority, which shall be Board of

appointed by the Minister and constituted asprovided in section 15 bel ow, Directors.
and theBoard shall bethe principal policy-making organ of the Authority.

15.-(1) TheBoardof Directorsshall consist of thefollowingnine Composition of
members.- Board of
Directors.
(&  thePermanent Secretary of the Ministry responsiblefor
Fisheries;
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



18 CAP.329] Coastal Zone Management

(b)  thePermanent Secretary of the Ministry responsiblefor
Forestry;

(©) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry responsiblefor
the Environment;

(d)  thePermanent Secretary of the Ministry responsiblefor
Economic Development;

(e the President of the University of Belize;

(f one representative from non-governmental
organizations,

(9 one person representing the private sector;

(h)y  theChief Executive Officer, ex officio, without aright
tovote;

(1) the Director of the Institute, ex officio, without aright
tovote.

(2) Thenon-governmental membersof the Board shall be
nominated by their respective non-governmental organization or network.
Only personswho are qualified and arefrom organizations or networks
recognized by the Minister shall be appointed after nomination.

(3) TheMinister shall appoint one of the Directorsto be Chairman
of the Board and the Chairman shall hold officefor aperiod of two years
and shal bedigiblefor regppointment. The Chairman shall be appointed on

arotating basisfrom among thememberslisted in subsection (1) (a), (b),
(c) and (d) above.

(4) Thedirectorsshall eect fromtheir number, aDeputy Chair-
man who shall hold officefor aperiod of two yearsand shall beeligiblefor
reappointment. The Deputy Chairman shall be e ected from amongthe
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 19

memberslisted in subsection (1) (c), (f), or (g) above.

(5) Wherefor any reason, the Chairman isunableto preside at any
meeting of the Board:-

(&  theDeputy Chairmanshall presideif heispresent and
ableto preside; and

(b) if the Deputy Chairman isabsent or isfor any reason
unableto preside at the meeting, then the Directors
present shall elect one of their membersto preside.

(6) Anyvacancy occurringintheBoard shall befilled inthesame
manner asthe appointment or el ection of themember vacating office.

16. (1) Every appointed member of the Board shall hold officefor a Termsof office

period of threeyears, unlessheearlier vacatesoffice by death, resignationor  of appointed

removdl. members of the
Board.

(2) Anappointed member may at any timeresign hisofficeby letter
to that effect addressed to the Minister.

(3) If anappointed member at any timeresignsor isremoved from
office, the Minister may, having regard to the provisionsof section 15 above,
appoint any other person to beamember in place of the member who dies,
resignsor isremoved from office.

(49) A member who hasbeen appointed under subsection (3) above
shdll, unlessheearlier vacateshisoffice by death, resignation or removal,
hold officefor the unexpired period of theterm of office of hispredecessor.

(5 Wherean appointed member of the Board isby reason of
illness, infirmity or absence from Belizefor aperiod of not lessthanthree
months, temporarily unableto performthedutiesof hisoffice, it shall bethe
duty of the Board or of such member to soinformthe Minister inwriting.
TheMinister may, having regard to the provisions of subsections (1) and (6)
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Meetings of the
Board.

Disgualifications
to be adirector.

of section 15 above, appoint another personto act in the place of such
member.

(6) Any appointed member of the Authority who vacates office
other than by removal shal beéeligiblefor regppointment

17.-(1) TheBoard of Directors shall meet as often asthe business of the
Board requiresbut not lessfrequently than once every two monthsinthe
yedr.

(2) TheChairman, or in hisabsence, the Deputy Chairman, shall
summon aspecia meeting of the Board within seven daysof arequisition
for that purpose addressed to himinwriting by any five Directors.

(3) Thequorumfor any meeting of the Board shall befive
Directors, of whom at | east three must be members appointed under section
15(1) (@), (b), (c) or (d).

(4) Subject totheprovisionsof thisAct, the Board may regulateits
own procedure.

(5) Decisionsof theBoard shall beby mgjority of thevotescast,
provided that in any caseinwhich thevotingisequal, the person presiding
at themeeting shall have asecond or casting vote.

(6) Noact, decision or proceeding of the Board shall beinvalid by
reason only of the existence of any vacancy inthe Board or any defect inthe
appointment of amember of the Board.

(7) TheChief Executive Officer shall bethe Secretary tothe
Board. Heshall ensurethat all records of the Board's acts and decisions
are properly kept and maintained.

18.-(1) No person shall be appointed or remain aDirector of the Board
whoisamember of the National Assembly.
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Coastal Zone Management [CAP. 329 21

(2) TheMinister may terminatethe appointment of the Chairman or

the Deputy Chairman or any other Director of the Board only if the Chair-
man, Deputy Chairman, or such Director, asthe case may be:

(@ by letter to that effect addressed to the Minister, resigns
hisoffice;

(b) becomes subject to the disqualification specifiedin
subsection (1);

(© becomes bankrupt or insolvent, or compoundswith his
creditorsor benefitsunder thelaw for therelief of a
bankrupt or makes any assignment in wholeor in part of
hisincomefor the benefit of such creditors,

(d) isconvicted of an offenceinvolving dishonesty, or of any
other offence punishablewith not lessthan three years
imprisonment; whether or not the convicted personis
awarded such sentence;

(e becomestotally or permanently incapable of performing
hisduties,

(f isguilty of grossmisconduct.

(3) TheMinister may terminate the appointment of aDirector of the
Board who absentshimsalf from three consecutive meetings of the Board
without leavefromthe Board.

(4) Thenamesof al membersof the Board asfirst constituted, their
termsof officeand every changein the membership shall bepublishedinthe
Gazette.
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Delegation of
powers.

Protection of
Directors.

Remuneration of

19.-(1) The Board may fromtimeto time, in respect of any particular matter
or classof matters, and inwriting, delegateto any member or to the Chief
Executive Officer any of itsfunctionsunder thisAct except this power of

del egation and thefollowing functions:

)] approving annual budgetsor programme of activities;
(b) making regulations,

(©) carrying out activitieswhich require off-budget expen-
ditures.

(2) Subjecttoany genera directionsgivento him by the Board,
the person to whom any powersare so del egated may exercisethose
powersin the same manner and with the same effect asif they had been
conferred on him directly by thisAct and not by del egation.

(3) Every person purporting to act pursuant to adel egation under
thissection shall, in the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be
acting in accordancewith thetermsof the del egation.

(4) Every delegationunder thissection shall berevocableat will by
the Board, and no such delegation shall prevent the exercise of any power
by the Board.

20. No Director shdl be persondly liablefor any act or omission of the
Authority, Board, Council, Institute, or of any other Director or officer of
the Authority, Board, Council, or Ingtitute, if theact or omissionismadein
good faithinthe course of the operations of the Authority, Board, Council,
or thelndtitute.

21. The Chairman and other members of the Board shall be compensated

Directors for reasonabl e costsincurred for attending Board meetingsor conducting
other businessof the Board.
Rules of the 22.  TheBoard may fromtimetotimemakerulesfor the Authority, not
Authority. inconsstent withthisAct, for al or any of thefollowing purposes.
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(@ regulating the proceedings of the Authority;

(b) providing for the custody of the property of the
Authority, and the custody and use of the common seal
of the Authority;

(© regulating the terms and conditions of employment of
persons appointed under sections 11, 12 and 13 above;

(d) providing for such other matters as may be necessary or
expedient for the carrying out of thefunctions of the
Authority.

(2) Noticeinwriting of every proposed resolutionto makerules
under thissection or for theamendment or revocation of any rule so made,
(including acopy of the proposed rules, amendment, or revocation) shal be
givento every member of the Board not lessthan 21 days before the meeting
at which the proposal isto be moved, but aninadvertent failureto comply
with thissubsection shal not invalidate the making, amendment, or revoca
tion of any ruleat that meeting.

PART V
Coastal Zone Management Plan

23.-(1) The Chief Executive Officer shall, not later thanthreeyearsafterthe  Coastal Zone

appointed date, submit to the Board acomprehensive Coastal Zone Management
Management Plan (hereinafter referredto as“thePlan”). ThePlan shall Plan.
indude

€)) guidelinesto be used in determining the suitability of
particular devel opment activitiesin the coastal zone;

(b) guidelinesfor the general monitoring of the coastal zone,
including itsbiological species, communitiesand
habitats;
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(©)

(d)

(€)

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

proposals, including existing proposalsfrom Govern-
ment agencies, relating to the coastal zone which deal
with thefollowing subjects:

()
(if)

(if)

(iv)
v)

land use;

planning for the establishment of marine
protected areas and for the conservation of
threatened or potentially threatened or
endangered species,

preservation and management of the scenic,
cultural and other natural resources;

recreation and tourism;

monitoring of the environment and natural
resources, mineral extraction, living resources,
human settlements, agriculture, aquaculture, and
industry;

proposalsfor thereservation of land or water in the
coastal zonefor certain uses, or for the prohibition of
certain activitiesin certain areas of the coastal zone;

and

recommendationsfor theimprovement of public
education aswell as public participation in management
of coastal resources,

recommendationsfor strengthening governmental
policies and powers and the conduct of research for the
purposes of coastal resources conservation and
management.
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(2) TheChief Executive Officer shdl, inthe preparation of the Plan,
consult with al affected governmenta agencies, statutory bodies, non-
governmental organizationsand the private sector.

(3) TheBoard shall, within sixty daysof the Plan being submitted to
it by the Chief Executive Officer, make modifications, if any, tothe Plan, and
by Order published inthe Gazette, notify thepublicthat itisavailablefor
publicinspection. Any person may, within sixty daysof the dateonwhichthe
Planismadeavailablefor publicingpection, submit any commentsthereonto
the Authority inwriting.

(4) Attheend of theperiod of sixty daysreferred toin subsection
(3) above, the Board may approvethe Plan subject to such modifications, if
any, asit may consder necessary, having regard to any comments submitted
toit under subsection (3) above.

(5) After approving the Plan as specified in subsection (4) above,
the Board shall submit the Plan (together withany commentsreceived from
thepublic) totheMinister for hisapproval.

(6) After approvingthePlan, theMinister shal tablethePlaninthe
House of Representativesfor approva by the House by affirmative
resolution.

(7) Upontheapproval of the Plan by the House, it shall be
published in three consecutiveissues of the Gazette.

(8 ThePlanshal comeinto operation onthedateof thelast
publication or on such later date asmay be specified therein.

(99 ThePlanshall berevised during the period of four years com-
mencing from thedate of itscominginto operation, and during such revision,
the provisionsof subsections(2), (3) and (4) above shall, mutatis mutandis,

apply inrespect of every suchrevison.
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(10) ThePlan shal beimplemented by governmental and non-
governmental agenciesrespons blefor aspectsof thePlan.

(11) TheAuthority shall, in consultationwith al affected
governmental and non-governmental agencies, monitor theimplementation

of the Plan.
PART VI
Financial Provisions, Accounts and Reports
Charges. 24.  Thelnstitutemay chargefeesfor servicesrendered totheprivate
sector.
Agreement. 25.  Thelngtitute may, with theapprova of the Authority, enter into

agreementsfor the purchase, sale or lease of land or for other purposes
connected with the objectsand functionsof the Ingtitute.

Funds and 26.  Thefundsand resourcesof the Authority shall consst of:

resources of the

Authority. (a) such sumsas may be provided for that purpose from
timeto time by the National Assembly;

(b) all sumsasmay be collected inthe form of feesor
charges;

(©) contributionsallocated to it from external funding
agencies,

(d) all other sumsor property which may in any manner
become payableto or vested in the Board in respect of
any matter incidental to its powersand duties,

(e all sums collected under the authority of thisAct or
regul ations made thereunder or under any other law;
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(f) any other money or property lawfully contributed,
donated, or bequeathed to the Authority from any
source.

27.-(1) TheMinister may, by Order publishedinthe Gazette, prescribefees  Fees
to belevied by the Authority for the use of natural resourceswithinthe
coastal zone.

(2) AnOrder made under subsection (1) above shall, assoon as
maly be after the making thereof, belaid before the House of Representatives
and shall be subject to negative resol ution.

28.-(1) Any personwhoisdesirousof conducting sportsfishingwithin Sports fishing
Belizean territorial watersshall obtainalicenceat afeeand ontermsand licencefee.
conditionsprescribed by theMinister.

(2) Thelicenseeshdl not kill any fish caught under asportsfishing
licence.

(3) Thegportsfishinglicencefeeshall be paid to theaccount of the
Authority.

29.-(1) The Authority shall keep accountsand other recordsinrelationtoits  Accounts and
businessand shdl prepare annually astatement of itsaccounts, including audit.

those of thelngtitute, in aform satisfactory to the Minister, beingaform

which shall conform to thebest commercia and accounting standards.

(2) Theaccountsof the Authority, including the Ingtitute, shal be
audited annually by an auditor appointed in each year by the Board.

30.  TheBoardshal, insuchform and by such datesas may bepres- Submission of
cribed by the Financia Secretary, prepare and submit tothe Minister budget
respons blefor Finance, through the Minister, estimatesof incomereceivable  estimates.
and the expenditureto beincurred during each financia year (including any

supplementary estimates), and the Minister responsiblefor Financeshall

present the said estimatesto the Nationa Assembly with such amendments

and modifications, if any, ashemay consider necessary.
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Application of
revenue.

Financial and
accounting
procedures.

Annual report.

31.  Therevenueof the Authority shall beapplied for the purposes
authorized by thisAct in relation to thefunctions, powersand responsibili-
tiesof the Authority, and also to meet thefollowing heads of expenditures:-

)] repairs and maintenance of buildings and equipment
and other current expenses;

(b) any other expenditure approved by the Board.

32.-(1) TheAuthority shal establish and maintain sound financial and
accounting procedures, where such proceduresrelateto thefollowing
maters.-

(&)  thedetermination of ratesof depreciation;

(b)  theestablishment of proceduresgoverning reserves,
accumul ated surpluses or deficits and the disposal of
bal ances and net revenue.

(2) Theproceduresreferredtoin subsection (1) above shall be
subject tothe approval of the Minister responsiblefor Finance.

33.-(1) The Authority shall, assoon asis practicable after theend of each
financial year, causeto be made and transmitted to the Minister areport
containing:-

@ an account of itstransactions throughout the preceding
year in such detail asthe Minister may direct; and

(b) astatement of the accounts of the Authority auditedin
accordance with section 29.

(2) TheMinister shall causeacopy of thereport, together with the
annual statement of accountsand the auditor’ sreport thereon, to belaid on
thetable of the House of Representatives.
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34.  TheBoard shdl establishaBarrier Reef Foundationtoreceivegifts Establishment of
and donations and to rai sefundsto promote the conservation and manage- Foundation.
ment of the coastal resourcesof Belize, including the barrier reef.

PART VII
General

35. It shall belawful for the Chief Executive Officer or any officer Powers of entry.
generaly or specialy authorized by himinwriting, at any reasonabletimeto

enter upon any land within the coastal zone and to do such actsasmay be

reasonably necessary for the purpose of executing any scheme of work or of

making any survey, examination or investigation, preliminary or incidentd to

the exercise of any power or thedischarge of any function under thisAct, or

any regulationsmadethereunde.

36.-(1) The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, makeregula- Regulations.
tionsfor the better carrying out of the objectsof thisAct.

(2) Regulationsmade under subsection (1) above shall be subject to
negativeresolution.

37.-(1) TheAuthority and the I nstitute shall be exempt from the payment of Exemption from
incometax and property tax. incometax,
property tax and
(2) Allinstrumentsexecuted by or on behalf of the Authority orthe  stamp duty.
Institute shall be exempt from stamp duty.

38.  TheAuthority andthelnstitute shall be entitled to the same protec- Authority and

tion under the Public Authorities Protection Act asif bothwereincludedin Institute
thedefinition of “Public Authority” giveninsection 2 of that Act, andthe protected by
placesat which both shall hold meetingsshall be deemed to betheir Public
respective‘ abode’ withinthe meaning of that Act. Authorities
Protection Act.
CAP31.
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